
Group 2 - Stones not near a formal belief structure. 

As mentioned in the introduction, from analysis of the range of Physical Locations for Class 2 
Stones two broad locations became apparent - those that are at a church, churchyard, 
manse or a church/chapel is nearby and those that are not. Stones in the second group are, 
therefore, not adjacent to or near a formal belief structure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Group 1 the “belief structure” relates to Christianity and encompasses all Stones that are 
at a church, churchyard, manse or a church/chapel is nearby. Altogether there are 12 Class 2 
Stones that are not near a formal belief structure - over half are close to water, a third are in 
a raised or open area and (perhaps surprisingly) 2 have an association with a Saint. 
 
 
 
 
 
The following pages provide a synopsis for each prospective Transition Stone - Stone name, 
site reference SR1, where found (and current location if different), carvings, “strength” of 
relationship between Pictish-Mithraic & Christian objects and - as applicable - proximity to 
water, whether in an open or raised area, any association with a Saint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group 2 - Stones not near a formal belief structure. 

Stone name By, in or 
near water 

In raised or 
open area 

Association 
with a Saint 

Cossans Yes Yes Orland 

Balluderon   Martin 

Fowlis Wester Yes Yes  

Gellyburn, Murthly Yes   

Glamis, Hunter’s 
Hill 

 Yes  

Glenferness Yes Yes  

Largo  Yes  

Maiden Stone  Yes  

Monymusk Yes   

Raasay Yes Yes  

Wester Denoon Yes   

Woodwrae    



 
 
 
 
 
 
Cossans, the so-called “St Orlands Stone” NO54SW 4 is near Dean Water (south), Loch of 
Forfar (north east) and several burns. It is isolated in low lying fields. 
 

Connections between Pictish-Mithraic belief 
(the V-Rod reinforced by the Double Disc  
representation of the earth, planets and  
celestial sphere to heaven and the travel of  
the soul) carved on one side and Christianity  
alluded to by the Cross (the hereafter etc.) 
are strong. The Cross occupies the whole of 
the other side. This is a multi-use stone with 
hunting figures, 6 figures in a boat, a beast 
with exaggerated claws attacking a bull or 
cow and interlaced animals with the Cross. 
Because of the clear connection between  
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs this tilts 
the evaluation to "complementary" despite 
the different carvings not being adjacent as 
in other less crowded Stones - but that may 

well have been for a specific reason. A very clear example of a Transition Stone that is not 
near a belief structure (church, graveyard etc.). 
 
Balluderon NO33NE 2 is the lower part of a fragmentary cross-slab also known as St 
Martin’s Stone. It is in a field. Despite not being near a belief location, the Stone is 
associated with St Martin - a well-known (and well documented) Saint. One of the horsemen 
on this Stone is framed within the lower arm of the Cross - perhaps St Martin? Constellation 
connections can be made between the Serpent (as Hydra) and the Pictish Beast (as 
Capricornus) so these two Symbols are complementary to one another and maybe to the 
Christian belief regarding the travel of the soul. 
 
Despite being fragmentary there is, therefore, enough to confirm the carving of Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian belief symbols but more as implied acceptance than complementary. 
Although it is in a field and not near any belief structure there is no reason to consider it did 
not function as a Transition Stone. 
 
Fowlis Wester NN92SW 5 was alleged originally to have been at a site at Bal na Croik at the 
mouth of the Sma’ Glen therefore in an open area in the vicinity of the River Almond. It is 
now in the parish church having been in the village square where there is a replica. What 
appears to be a hunting scene is mixed in with a group of warriors and a cow with a bell 
around its neck. Although the Pictish-Mithraic symbols are on the reverse together they 



complement the Christian belief i.e. travel of the soul and a pathway to heaven - it is a 
Transition Stone. 
Gellyburn, Murthly NO03NE 1 had been built into a Gellyburn village 
house wall and found during building works in 1949, now in Perth 
Museum. There is no historical record of its original location. The 
village is by the River Tay. 
The Pictish-Mithraic carvings have been created in the area, on one 
side, corresponding with the lower shaft of the Cross on the other side 
with the upper portion of the V-Rod and Crescent set into the lower 
part of the central circles of the Cross (which are holes through the 
slab). The Pictish-Mithraic symbols seem to be well integrated both in 
positioning and carving making this a good example of a Transition 
Stone with complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Glamis, Hunter’s Hill NO34NE 17 is in situ on the north slope of Hunter’s Hill near Glamis 
Village. This appears to be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. it has had the Christian Cross and an 
angel added making it into Class 2 - a similar background is apparent for Glamis Manse 1; both 
are evaluated in detail in Investigation 4. 
Incise carved on the undressed side are a serpent alone, an undefined animal and part of a 
Mirror Symbol. Two diverse interpretations can be made of the serpent - Pictish-Mithraic and 
Celtic. As a set of Constellations (principally Hydra) the serpent forms a connection between 
Cancer and Capricorn (the gateways of the soul). Because the Mirror portrays the Zodiac then 
the Serpent and Mirror complement one another suggesting they were carved in the same 
time period i.e. as part of the original Class 1 Stone. 
Turning to the relief carved Cross side - the Christian belief is reinforced by the angel on the 
top left with the Triple Disc being the only Pictish-Mithraic Symbol on this side but, in  
interpretation, relating to the Serpent on the other side. Positioning and carving style of the  
Triple Disc suggests it was done with the Cross and other objects rather than the in the time  
of the objects on the other side. 
Overall this Stone portrays complementary Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs so has  
functioned in the Transition between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs having started as  
a stone serving a purpose for Pictish-Mithraic beliefs (and Celtic) arguably centuries before. 
 
 
Glenferness NH94SW 10 was moved closer to Glenferness House clear of flooding by a bend 
in the River Findhorn. Both sides are relief carved and generally very worn.  The large 
Pictish-Beast and Z-Rod & Double Disc dominate one side - addition of a second Pictish 
Beast does not seem to be significant albeit the direction is the reverse of the large one. 
There is also a V-Rod & Crescent on this side plus a hooded crossbow man with hound are 
seen in the context of a hunting scene. Two figures on the Cross side are either embracing 
or fighting. Much of the Cross side is given up to sworl style carving so the Cross is small in 
the top of the broken slab. 
Proportionately a lot of space is given to the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and non-religious 
designs but, overall, the Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs are shown as complementary. 
However, not the strongest of examples of a Transition Stone. 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/mithraic-celtic-christian/


 
Largo NO40SW 2 was in two pieces that were cemented together in the 1800s and since 
about 1933 the Stone has been at Largo Parish Church. The pieces were found on the Largo 
Estate in 1839, one fragment discovered during quarrying on the north side of Norrie’s Law, 
the other reused as a drain cover. 
Although well-worn the key "belief" relief carvings are decipherable along with the 
hippocamp pair also described as entwined sea horses. The deer at the bottom of the back 
of the slab are perhaps part of the hunting scene albeit they are separated from it by a 
Pictish Beast. The Z-Rod & Double Disc is particularly worn and almost squeezed in beside 
the left of the hunting scene. Having complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian belief 
carvings it is a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Maiden Stone NJ24SW 1 was moved a few 
yards westwards when the current road was 
constructed (probably having been beside an 
old track way and mound) - basically in situ. 
Carved on all four surfaces with different styles 
of geometric decoration on the narrow sides. 
The Cross is surmounted by a standing man 
between two fish monsters (a hippocamp pair) 
with a roundel towards the base. Register 
format is used on the reverse with four Pictish-
Mithraic Symbols, an individual centaur, what 
looks like two centaurs in combat and a beast 
with exaggerated claws. 
Possibly with biblical allegory - the standing 
man and "fish monsters" could be Jonah and 
the whale; the weathered carvings at the top of 
the non-Cross side of the slab look like centaurs 
and could relate to St Anthony encountering a centaur who challenged the Saint but was 
forced to admit that the old gods had been overthrown. 
In the register format the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols have the composite Z-Rod & Notched 
Rectangle incorporating the layout of the Mithraeum with the Z-Rod enabling an 
explanation of many details of Mithraism, the Pictish Beast complements the beliefs in the 
adjacent register with the Mirror and Comb in the lower register alluding to the journey of 
the soul. Overall, not only do the Christian and Pictish-Mithraic iconography seem to be 
complementary they also facilitate explanation of changing beliefs - an excellent example of 
a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Monymusk NJ71NW 12 was found in a field to the south of the River Don around 1800. It is 
now in Monymusk church. It appears that only one side is carved, predominantly with an 
ornate low relief cross. The Triple Disc, in Pictish-Mithraic decode terms, represents the 
Zodiac and (180° apart) Cancer and Capricorn constellations - the gates from and to heaven; 
sufficient with the Cross to have been evaluated as implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic 



and Christian beliefs. Although it was in a field and only relatively recently taken into a belief 
structure there is no reason to consider it did not function as a Transition Stone. 
Raasay 1 NG53NW 3 was found, near to the Sound of Raasay, when the road from the pier 
to Raasay House was made (prior to 1824). It was moved to a Forestry Commission 
plantation east of the road to Oscaig near Raasay House. 
Carvings in a consistent style are all incised but this can still be regarded as a Class 2 Stone 
representing Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Set in a square this Chi-Rho Cross is the 
only one known on a Pictish Symbol Stone. This style of Cross was also known as the 
Consecration Cross thought to purify pagan temples during the transition of the Roman 
Empire to Christianity - an interesting choice of design in this Stone’s context. A Transition 
Stone with both beliefs represented on the only carved face of the slab. 
  
 
Wester Denoon NO34SE 16 was discovered in 1992 during ploughing in the vicinity of 
Denoon Burn, now in Meffan Museum, Forfar. This small, broken slab has a figure wearing a 
large annular brooch with a distinct Comb and Mirror to one side of the figure and what 
could have been a zoomorphic carving to the other. The Cross face has key pattern designs 
and interlace within the Cross - otherwise the Cross is alone. Complementary Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs are represented on this Transition Stone. 
 
 
Woodwrae NO55NW 6 was found in the kitchen floor when the foundations of the castle 
were cleared following its demolition in 1819, taken to Abbottsford (home of Sir Walter 
Scott) then given to NMS2 around 1924. The central portion of the Cross has been erased 
and damage to the surface limits evaluation of what looks like a hunting scene on the 
reverse side with the bull prospectively mixed in with other animals. Three concentric circles 
are apparent in the Double Disc with the Pictish-Mithraic allusion to the structure of the 
universe and heaven beyond - this links with that part of Christian belief concerning the soul 
and life hereafter. Objects with complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs 
strengthen this being a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Observations on Group 2 
 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/group-2-obs.pdf

