
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following pages provide a synopsis for each prospective Transition Stone - Stone name, 
site reference SR1, where found (and current location if different), carvings, “strength” of 
relationship between Pictish-Mithraic & Christian objects and - as applicable - proximity to 
water, whether in an open or raised area, any association with a Saint. 
 

Deer Abbey NJ94NE 5 was first recorded around 1850 standing close to Deer Abbey 
supposedly built into the foundation of a nearby lodge later in that century. As there 
currently there is no trace of the Stone it has not been included in the “Shared Space” 
Investigations. From old sketches which appeared in John Stuart's 1856 publication 'The 
Sculptured Stones of Scotland' it was arguably Class 2 with Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
symbols. With a V-Rod and Crescent and undecoded Symbol carved upside down versus the 
Cross on the other side it has been suggested in Canmore that the Cross was a later 
addition. The Saint association is to St Drostan who was appointed abbot of Deer Abbey by 
St Columba. Prospectively a Transition Stone. 
 
Dyce NJ81NE 8 has two Stones in a shelter by the old church that had been built into the 
kirkyard dyke at St Fergus Church - one Class 1 and one Class 2. 
There is an 8th century association with St Fergus. 
 

Dyce 2 is a very good example of a Transition Stone with the 
Pictish-Mithraic Mirror Case, V-Rod & Crescent and Z-Rod & 
Double Disc symbols for soul travel, universe, heaven beyond 
etc. perhaps being specifically chosen to complement Christian 
beliefs. Consistency of the decoration in the Pictish-Mithraic 
Symbols suggests some integration of designs. This style of 
floriated Cross with "Stafford Knots" allegedly dates it to the 
Anglo-Saxon 7th century period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set 3 - Stones not within proximity of water but having an 
association with a Saint. 

Stone name By, in or 
near water 

In raised or 
open area 

Association 
with a Saint 

Deer Abbey   Drostan 

Dyce 2   Fergus 

Migvie   Finnan 

Monifieth 1 & 2   Regulus / 
Rule 

Tealing   Boniface 

Ulbster   Martin 

Dyce 2 



Migvie NJ40NW 2 was dug up at the site of the old church and erected nearby. Although the 
interlace design Cross dominates, there is a mix of relief and incise carving with similar style 
horses and riders on both faces suggesting the carving of all objects was done as a single 
exercise. The stylised Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod overlaying a horseshoe are at the 
junctions of the arms of the Cross. Such physical proximity reinforces the Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs being shown as complementary enabling an explanation of transition 
between these beliefs. The original church (all that remains is a slight mound) was dedicated 
to St Finnan who was one of the early Celtic missionaries. He died in 661. There is currently 
no evidence to conclude the first church was erected in St Finnan’s lifetime but the area has 
been subject to archaeological investigation in 2020. 
 
 
Monifieth NO43SE 25 Four Stones (Class 2 and 3) found in the foundations of the former 
church were incorporated into the new church then subsequently presented to NMS2. A 
Saint association is with St Regulus (St Rule) who was the 4th century monk or bishop of 
Patras, Greece who is said to have fled to Scotland in 345 with the bones of St Andrew. The 
timing of this association is unclear. 
 
Monifieth 1 is unusual in having the Cross on one side and the Pictish-Mithraic items on the 
other. This might indicate tolerance, or implied acceptance, between the believers of the 
two religions. However, with decoded carvings of the Double Discs showing the construction 
of the universe and the pathway to heaven represented by the Comb these Pictish-Mithraic 
elements complement what the Cross represents and could be used in explaining transition. 
 
Monifieth 2 as with Monifieth 1 has the 
Cross on one side and the Pictish-Mithraic 
items on the other.  
A linkage between Christian and Pictish-
Mithraic beliefs can be made between the 
meaning of the V-Rod & Crescent (soul 
travel) and the Cross. Maybe the robed 
figure was part of a larger scene. Again the 
complementary nature of the carvings 
could be used in explaining transition 
between beliefs. 
 
 
 
 
Tealing NO43NW 9 is a Stone fragment that was built into the south wall of Tealing church; 
by 1911 it was removed inside the church and in 1969 transferred to the McManus 
Museum, Dundee. On the reverse of the fragment are the head and fore leg of a Pictish 
Beast - this symbol as the marker of the Capricorn gate into heaven gives a complement of 
soul travel / life hereafter with Christianity. Although the church was dedicated to St Peter, 
it was seemingly founded by St Boniface (672 to 754) who founded 150 churches in N E 
Scotland. Not just a Transition Stone but this location could mark the move from outdoors 
to indoors worship also giving some indication of timing.  

Monifieth 2 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Regulus


Ulbster ND34SW 28.01 was dug up in the burial ground of St Martin’s chapel in 1770, set 
upright and later reused as a grave slab then set upright on an artificial mound in the 
grounds of Thurso castle. Since the first half of the 20th century it has been in Thurso 
Heritage Museum (now Caithness Horizons). 

There is a wide range of carvings on this 
Stone which has been evaluated as a 
shared space for complementary Celtic, 
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
Deep incise carving is notable - typically 
for a Class 2 Stone the majority of the 
carving is relief not incise. There are 
Celtic attributes for the horse, salmon 
and serpent objects - in particular the 
salmon and serpent could tie in with 
beliefs (as well as attributes). Of the four 
Pictish-Mithraic symbols the clearly 
relevant ones are the V-Rod and 
Crescent and the Pictish Beast both 

having meanings that complement what is represented in Christianity by the Crosses. This 
Stone accommodates various undecoded carvings and a kneeling/crouching person - these 
seem to have no context related to the belief objects. A clear example of a Transition Stone 
also with an associated Saint. 
 
A mausoleum occupies the site of St Martin’s chapel but seemingly stones from the older 
chapel were not incorporated in its construction - dating of the chapel is currently not 
possible. A reason why this church has an association with St Martin is not clear but he had 
and still has a high profile - 11 Nov is Martinmas. He was a Roman soldier who became 
Bishop of Tours in 371 and was widely venerated across Europe. Maybe his association with 
churches in Scotland goes back to St Columba who erected a church in Ireland to St Martin; 
there is a St Martin’s cross on Iona. 
 
 
 
Observations for Set 3 
 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/set-3-obs.pdf

