
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The following pages provide a synopsis for each prospective Transition Stone - Stone name, 
site reference SR1, where found (and current location if different), carvings and “strength” 
of relationship between Pictish-Mithraic & Christian objects. Of these 16 locations, only 
Shandwick is “in raised or open area”. 
 
 
Birse NO59NE 18.02 is near the site of a medieval church, built into the garden wall of a 
former manse. There is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs with the 
double sided Comb being the only clear carving and the assumption that a decorative volute 
formed part of a Cross. Not a strong example of a means of explaining transition. 
 
 
Elgin NJ26SW 2 was originally unearthed in 1823 near St Giles Kirk, Elgin and moved to the 
nave of the ruined Elgin Cathedral. It looks like the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols - Z-Rod & 
Double Disc and V-Rod & Crescent representing soul travel, universe, heaven beyond etc. - 
were chosen to complement Christian beliefs represented by the Cross and the figures 
which are presumed to be the four evangelists. Animals, birds and people on horseback on 
the reverse make up a hunting scene; there are interlaced animals below the Cross. Despite 
being very weathered this slab is an excellent example of a Transition Stone showing 
complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs clearly carved in an integrated style. 
 
 
Formaston, Aboyne NJ50SW 1 was found in the churchyard shortly prior to 1887 and can 
now be seen in Victory Hall, Aboyne. Being fragmentary there is insufficient carving to 
evaluate other than implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Gask NN91NE 26 stood in a field between Gask House and Gask Church and moved to the 
grounds of Moncreiffe House. Also known as the Bore Stone or Boar Stone (some animals 
look like boars) with a complex variety of carvings. The biblical story is seemingly David the 
Lion-killer, maybe there are other depictions. The Pictish-Mithraic Symbol is between a 
person on horseback and an unidentified animal - possibly suggesting that the Z-Rod & 
Serpent carving was not planned in with prominent profile suggesting only implied 
acceptance for Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 

Set 4 - Stones not within proximity of water nor having an 
association with a Saint. 

Birse Kinneddar 2 Scoonie 

Elgin Kirriemuir 1 & 2 Shandwick 

Formaston Nigg Skinnet Chapel 

Gask Pabbay Strathmartine 
Kirkyard 3, 4, 5, 6 

Hilton of Cadboll Rosemarkie Tarbat 



Hilton of Cadboll NH87NE 7 was originally near the ruins of a chapel (Our Lady) within other 
earthworks, now in NMS2 with a replica on site. In 1676 the original carving of the Christian 
cross was chipped off and replaced with an inscription so with historical evidence of this act 
the Stone continues, with its Pictish-Mithraic carvings, to be Class 2. What cannot be 
assumed is that carvings associated with the two beliefs were done at substantially the 
same time or different occasions. All of the Pictish-Mithraic symbols - Comb, V-Rod & 
Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Twin Discs, Mirror - have decodes that suggest they are 
complementary to Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Kinneddar 2 NJ16NE 44 was found in 1965 in a pile of stones from 
the 17th century church at Drainie but may have come from an earlier 
church site at Kinneddar, now in Elgin Museum with a collection of 
stones and fragments from this area. With the Pictish-Mithraic Mirror 
representing the Zodiac and its "handle" the connection at 
Capricornus and the Comb the steps to heaven, arguably there is a 
complementary relationship with Christian belief and, therefore, it 
being a Transition Stone. Additionally, the carvings representing the 
two beliefs are integrated with the same carving style on the same 
side. Extract of sketch attributed to Ian G Scott. Note sometimes spelt Kineddar. 
 
 
Kirriemuir NO35SE 20 has produced several Stones, now in the Meffan Museum, Forfar.  
They were discovered in the foundations of the former kirk during its demolition in 1787. 
 
Kirriemuir 1 is significant in having much 
more Christian iconography than most Class 2  
Stones with the biblical story thought to be St 
Paul and St Anthony alongside a robed figure 
in the upper register on the back of the slab 
and an enthroned figure in the lower register 
together with the book-clutching ecclesiastics 
on the Cross side. Pictish-Mithraic beliefs 
represented by the Mirror and Comb are 
complementary to the Christian beliefs. Although the relevance of the loom carving is 
uncertain, there are no large scale distractions with hunting scenes or similar. 
 
Kirriemuir 2 has a wider range of objects contrasting with Kirriemuir 1 but only one Pictish-
Mithraic carving, the Z-Rod & Double Disc, whose decode links with the Christian Cross that 
has an angel kneeling on either side of the upper arm. 
 

Both are Transition Stones - Kirriemuir 1 has complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs represented whereas Kirriemuir 2 is considered to show implied acceptance. 
 
 
 



Nigg NH87SW 1 stood in Nigg churchyard and is now inside the church. St Paul and St 
Anthony meeting in the desert and scenes from the story of David reinforce the Christian 
message for this slab. Pictish-Mithraic belief is represented by the Pictish Beast (marking the 
Capricorn gate to heaven). There could be a Pictish-Mithraic linkage with the Pictish Beast as 
Capricornus indicating the gate to heaven on the soul's return after mortal death and the 
eagle carving with its Celtic attributes plus the wider belief of it being man’s connection with 
the divine. 
This is a clear example of the Class 2 Stones having a "transitional" purpose between Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Pabbay, Barra NL68NW 2 was found in the graveyard of the church on Pabbay 
in the remains of dry stone walls supposedly of a chapel, now amongst broken 
stones. Seemingly it is estimated that the Cross was added around the 6th 
century. It is not relief carved as usually found on so-called Class 2 Stones - all 
the objects are simply incised. There is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs although, considering its addition at the top of the slab, 
the Cross has been given prominence. Potentially an interesting variant on 
what elsewhere has been seen as more benign transition. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosemarkie NH75NW 7 was found in the floor of the old church and is now in Groam House 
Museum. It is intricately carved with Crosses on each side and on one side multiplicities of 
Pictish-Mithraic Symbols - the V-Rod & Crescent (3 times) and the Mirror (twice); there is 
also a Z-Rod & Double Disc. The Cross design on the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols side is of the 
style associated with St Moluag. Collectively the selection of carvings shows a 
complementary approach to representing Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs - a fine 
example of a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Scoonie NO30SE 15 was found in the old parish churchyard. It is now in NMS2. Because the 
only discernible Pictish-Mithraic Symbol is the Pictish Beast and the Cross has almost 
entirely disappeared there is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs 
only but a Transition Stone nonetheless. 
 
  
Shandwick NH87SE 4 a.k.a. Clach a’ Charridh is on the hillside above Shandwick village. 
Together with spiral-work, interlace and key patterns there are stags as part of a hunting 
scene, two beasts with exaggerated claws, interlaced animals by the Cross and a creature 
eating. Angels are alongside the Cross. Large compared with other animal carvings on this 
slab, the Pictish Beast is given prominence high up on the reverse side - just beneath a 
Double Disc. Integration of the style across all the objects suggest this slab was designed and 
executed as a single piece with a complementary approach to representing Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs - a fine example of an artistically notable Transition Stone. 



Skinnet Chapel, Halkirk ND164SW 2 was built into St Thomas 
Chapel (a ruin). It is in Thurso Heritage Museum (now Caithness 
Horizons). Undecoded objects are the Hippocamp pair and Triple 
Oval. With the Cross representing Christianity and its beliefs and 
the V-Rod & Crescent the travel of the soul from and to heaven in 
Pictish Mithraism there is a pair of complementary beliefs - 
enough to explain the beliefs and transition from one to the 
other. 
 
Style-wise the incised horse on this Stone and Inverurie 4 are very 
similar and contrast with the usual relief horses on Class 2 Stones. 
 
 
 
 

Strathmartine Kirkyard NO33NE 7 has produced fragments of Stones from around the 
parish church. In summary, “3” is in the McManus Museum, Dundee and “4” in NMS2; the 
current location for “5” and “6” is unknown. Each of 3, 4, 5 and 6 has a portion of a Pictish 
Beast and a Latin Cross. A lack of original objects means only an implied acceptance of 
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs can be estimated. 
 
 
Tarbat NH98SW 15 this fragment, found in the churchyard, was part of a Stone until broken 
up around 1800 for gravestones, now in NMS2. Not stated as either Cross shape or with a 
relief cross carving in The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland text. However, the style of the 
zoomorphic and interlace carvings is similar to several Class 2 stones (not least in the vicinity 
of this slab). This piece formed part of a stone which stood in the kirkyard.  A Z-Rod & 
Double Disc and a V-Rod & Crescent can be seen in a drawing of the narrow side. Assuming 
a correct deduction about the presence of a Cross, the Stone showed an implied acceptance 
of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
 
Observations for Set 4 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/set-4-obs.pdf

