
In the context of the Pictish Symbol Stones, it has become apparent that construction of 

individual objects is not the only artistic technique that has been employed. In some instances 

objects with a common meaning or thread are located in proximity to one another on the 

surface of a Stone. Taking the V-Rod & Crescent and Pictish Beast objects which have a 

common thread in the travel of the soul and its entry at the Capricorn point on the Zodiac, 

arguably the physical positioning on some Stones is deliberate -  this is further explored in 

Relative Positioning. First of all the reason for such positioning needed to be identified.

In identifying associated meanings across the 12 Symbols, 3 groupings are apparent:-

If an object, in this case a Pictish Symbol on a Stone surface, is alone it is arguably lacking 

context unless that can be deduced by its surroundings or its "meaning" is sufficiently known 

without a need for interpretation or explanation. Excluding fragments, no Pictish Symbol 

Stones have just one clear carving - even Inverurie  3  with its Z-Rod & Double Disc has a very 

small part of a circle above it. However, it has context from the other carved stones in the local 

group.

When two or more objects are placed nearby to one another, and that does not seem to be 

random, then a specific reason must be suspected. Discounting interpretations such as 

"pleasing to the eye" but without proposing something, in terms of an "artistic technique" by 

deliberately bringing objects with associated meanings together then a narrative appears to 

have been intended. Taking the example of the V-Rod & Crescent and Pictish Beast the story 

being told is the travel of the soul.

Associated Meanings of Symbols - creating narratives

Specifically, the upward arrow in the V-Rod & Crescent representing the travel of the soul 

towards Heaven and the Pictish Beast as Capricornus as the marker to the Capricorn 

Constellation are complementary and part of a narrative - the journey of the soul from and to 

Heaven.

a) V-Rod & Crescent, Comb, Mirror, Pictish Beast, Triple Disc and Serpent/Snake

A common thread joining these six Symbols is the travel of the soul based on the structure of 

the contained universe i.e. what is visible to, and includes, the Zodiac and Celestial Sphere. 

Being the most numerous Symbol on the Stones the V-Rod & Crescent is perhaps the "lead 

object" in explaining and following this Pictish-Mithraic belief as the anchor point for the 

narrative. 
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c) Z-Rod & Double Disc, Double Disc Alone and Mirror Case

In effect the Double Disc Alone (Inchyra  alongside) is a sub-

set of the Z-Rod & Double Disc symbol so for that element 

there is a common meaning. 

In summary, on birth the soul travels from Heaven via the Celestial Sphere and the Planets to 

the mortal person on the Earth with the reverse journey on death and into immortality as 

alluded to by the downward and upward arrows (V-Rod elements) using the Planets as steps 

(Comb object). Still retaining the principle of a contained and tangible universe (Earth, Planets 

and Celestial Sphere) the top part of the Mirror object seems to have the Celestial Sphere 

expanded as a large circle. Shown by the Triple Disc object, Cancer and Capricorn 

Constellations are respectively the Celestial Sphere's exit and entry points for the soul on its 

journey between Heaven and the Planets with the Pictish Beast as Capricornus marking the 

entry gateway. 

In the time of the origins of the Mithraic Mysteries the equinoxes were in Taurus and Scorpio 

with the Hydra Constellation (the Serpent / Snake) also including Sextans, Crater and Corvus; 

also the serpent has been associated with the brightness in the Milky Way – a connection 

perhaps with the soul’s exit and entry points of Cancer and Capricorn. 

b) Horseshoe / Arch, Notched Rectangle and Tuning Fork

A set of concentric circles is in the design of 8 Mirror Cases most notably 

Inverurie 1  shown alongside. Half of these have additional geometric 

carvings but all reflect the Disc construction of the Z-Rod & Double Disc. 

An associated meaning would be Mithras supporting the universe by 

holding the Zodiac as exemplified in the Mirror Case  and the outer 

concentric circle being the Celestial Sphere as the boundary of the 

tangible universe.

As described and illustrated in Design & Construction, these Symbols refer to the 

construction and layout of the Mithraeum used in the era of Roman-Mithraism and would have 

enabled a narrative about the use of that place of worship as a link back to the source of 

Pictish-Mithraism.

Taken together the six Symbol objects in this group are the material for this example of the 

artistic technique of several components being the basis of telling a story. Symbols for this 

narrative also input to the narrative surrounding the Z-Rod & Double Disc.
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