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Celtic Animal, Bird and Fish Objects - their Attributes 
with Initial Analysis, by Stone 

 

 
Some specific Animals, Birds and Fish are known to have been revered in Celtic beliefs. 
 
Carvings of ten such objects appear on Pictish Symbol Stones. They have associated 
attributes - some being personal "physical aspects" such as strength, others that might be 
called "softer skills" e.g. faithfulness and some appear to be of a religious or spiritual nature 

as in a reference to other-worlds. 
 
 

Celtic Object - 
attributes 

Stone Name / Location with  Initial Analysis and Notes 

Boar – royalty, 
bravery, 
cunning, 
ferocious 
nature, prowess 
in battle. 

The Boar was used as the emblem of the Roman XX Legion. Maybe the 
Boar on Dores (Clune Farm) and Knocknagael support the theory of a 
Roman presence there - explored in Stones, Boars and a Roman Legion. 
 
A Celtic connection for the Boar on St Vigeans 1 seems unlikely - it is 
probably part of the hunting scene. The rabbit and cattle on this Stone 
seem incidental to any coded meaning. 
 

Bull – fertility, 
wealth, status, 
strength, strong 
will. 

The Bull on 6 Burghead stones and the Ox/Steer at East Lomond Hill 
and Lochardil of a similar design are generally fragments and have no 
other carvings on them – maybe there is relevance in a Celtic belief or 
Roman context. The so-called Bull’s Head at Mortlach is very unclear. 
Woodwrae has a Bull with several other animals which, collectively, 
may suggest a Celtic / Mithraic / Christian connection. It has other 
undecoded objects, people and a scene. 
 
There is a Bull (maybe a cow) on the Cossans stone - a Celtic / Mithraic 
/ Christian connection is not clear. The Inverness, Kingsmills slab has a 
Bull that on first sight looks like a cow. St Vigeans 1 has two cows on it 
rather than Bulls. Likewise Eassie and Ulbster have cattle rather than 
Bulls. Fowlis Wester has a cow with a bell around its neck. 
 

Deer – 
messenger & 
guide from the 
otherworlds, 
vision, 
thorough, 
patient. 
 
 
 
 

With a Deer’s Head rather than a full-bodied Deer - the slab used as a 
lintel at Dunachton and the Ardross fragment have no other carvings 
on them. They may have a relevance only in a Celtic belief. Strathmiglo 
has in addition a disc with Notched Rectangle (similar to a Tuning Fork) 
so could have had a Celtic and a Mithraic interpretation. 
 
Glamis Manse 1 and Monifieth 2 each have a Cross, Mithraic and 
undecoded objects; in addition Glamis Manse 1 has a salmon and 
serpent. A triple use - Celtic, Mithraic and Christian - is a possibility. 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/stones-boars-and-a-roman-legion/
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Deer (contd.) Grantown has a Stag which perhaps has no symbolic relevance or 
meaning and also an undecoded rectangle with spirals. 
  
As well as the Deer, at each of St Vigeans 1, Eassie, Kirriemur 1, 
Dunfallandy and Shandwick there is a Cross, People / Scenes, Mithraic 
and undecoded objects; Eassie, Kirriemuir 1, Dunfallandy and 
Shandwick have additional Christian symbols (generally angels). Eassie 
furthermore has 2 dogs/hounds, 3 cattle and a tree in a container. 
St Vigeans 1 has further Celtic Symbols - a boar, eagle and salmon.  
A triple use - Celtic, Mithraic and Christian - is a possibility for these 
Stones with Stags (except Grantown). 
 

Dog/Hound – 
strength, 
ferocity, loyalty, 
companionship, 
protection, good 
luck. 

Woodwrae has two Dog/Hound carvings and a bull with several other 
animals which, collectively, may suggest a Celtic / Mithraic / Christian 
connection. It has other undecoded objects, people and a scene. Eassie 
has 2 Dogs/Hounds and other carvings noted above under “Deer”. 
 
Inchbrayock has a hunting scene (of which the Dog may be an integral 
part), undecoded objects, additional Christian symbols and decorated 
discs that are not seen as Mithraic. A Celtic /Christian connection is 
unlikely, there are no P-M symbols so this is more Class III than II. 
Nigg with an eagle (prospectively as a Celtic symbol), a Pictish Beast 
and additional Christian symbols could have Celtic / Mithraic and 
Christian connections. However, the hunting scene may change the 
context of the animals and eagle. 
 
Golspie has a salmon (another Celtic symbol), 7 P-M symbols, a person 
wielding an axe and undecoded objects (including Ogham) - possibly 
giving Celtic / Mithraic / Christian connections. The stone seems to 
have a combination of incise and relief carvings. 
 
Portions of two horses on Logierait 2 could be attributed more to a 
hunting scene (complete with Dog) than being Celtic Symbols. The 
Double Disc and Serpent & Z-Rod give a Mithraic / Christian 
connection; there are also undecoded objects. 
 
The Dog/Hound on Meigle 6 could be associated with the person on a 
horse. The Double Disc and the Crescent suggest there is a Mithraic / 
Christian connection. The Dog/Hound on Mortlach 1 seems to be 
associated with the person on a horse. 
 
St Vigeans 4 has a Dog’s Head plus a Double Disc, Cross and Triquetra 
which could give a Celtic / Mithraic / Christian connection - perhaps 
the hooded figure and cross alongside has a Christian connotation. 
Looking like a Dog’s Head but noted by RCAHMS as “the beast’s head” 
this carving at Rhynie Old Church also has a Z-Rod & Double Disc, 
Mirror and Comb. 
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Eagle – wisdom, 
long life, 
swiftness, 
strength, keen 
sight, 
knowledge of 
magic. 
 
 
 
 

The Eagle, 16 instances, is the second most numerous non-geometric 
carving on the Stones. The most numerous is the Salmon at 18. 
 
Gairloch has unclear carvings - an Eagle which may be a goose (and not 
counted as an Eagle) and a fish which may be a salmon. 
 
9 Stones have an Eagle and one or more P-M symbols suggesting a 
significant and geographically widespread Celtic / Mithraic connection. 
However, the Eagle is also a key Roman army emblem prompting the 
prospect of another / alternative connection. 
 
6 Stones with Eagles have Mithraic and Christian symbols maybe giving 
a triple use - Celtic / Mithraic / Christian - for example, St Vigeans 2. 
 
St Vigeans 1 has the most numerous collection of carvings including 4 
prospective Celtic symbols (boar, stag, Eagle and salmon), Mithraic and 
undecoded carvings, people and a scene. Nigg, in addition to Celtic, 
Mithraic and Christian symbols has additional Christian symbols, a 
hunting scene and a sheep. The so-called “Battle Stone” at Mortlach 
has a range of symbols except Mithraic ones. In addition to an Eagle, 
Latheron has a salmon plus a person on a horse and an Ogham 
inscription (16 so far noted on Pictish Stones).  
 
Fowlis Wester and Meigle 5, in addition to Celtic, Mithraic and 
Christian symbols have people, scenes and undecoded carvings. Fowlis 
Wester also has a cow with a bell round its neck. Fyvie 2 has what 
appears to be the body of an Eagle.  
 
A fine example of an Eagle is above a Pictish Beast on Tillytarmont 4. 
Tyrie has an Eagle above a Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle. Strathpeffer 
has a Horse Shoe symbol above an Eagle. An Eagle and a Z-Rod & 
Notched Rectangle can still be seen on the much weathered Birnie 
Stone. 
 
Inveravon 1 has a Mirror, Mirror Case and Comb Symbols as well as an 
Eagle - unusually with dots on its side. A partial carving of what 
appears to be an Eagle is on the Brough of Birsay Stone. A V-Rod & 
Crescent and Mirror Case accompany the Eagle on Knowe of Burrian.  
 
The bird with exaggerated claws on the Stone at Aberlemno Church 
seems less like an Eagle than a goose in its body and may be part of 
what is believed to be a battle scene. 
 

Goose - hearth, 
home. 

Tillytarmont 1 and Easterton of Roseisle have Mithraic symbols; 
Blackford does not. The bird carving at Gairloch could be a Goose or 
eagle. 
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Horse - stamina, 
endurance, 
faithfulness, 
political power, 
sovereignty. 

Inverurie 4 has a stylised Horse alone, no other carvings. 
Portions of two Horses on Logierait 2 could be attributed more to a 
hunting scene (complete with dog) than being Celtic Symbols. The 
Double Disc and Serpent & Z-Rod give a Mithraic / Christian 
connection; there are also undecoded objects. 
 
A fragment of a cross-slab at Strathmartine Kirkyard and the Stone at 
Skinnet Chapel have Celtic, Mithraic and Christian symbols and 
undecoded carvings as have Ulbster and Meigle 1 which each 
additionally have people and a salmon. Ulbster also has a cow and, as 
Meigle 1, indecipherable quadrupeds which seem to have no coded 
meaning. 
 
The Horses on Aberlemno Roadside 2 are carved in the context of a 
hunting scene. 
 

Salmon - 
wisdom, 
esoteric 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Salmon, with 18 instances, is the most numerous non-geometric 
carving on the Stones. 
 
8 Stones with Mithraic but no Christian objects have a Salmon (Keith 
Hall, Kintore Churchyard, Percylieu Clatt, Rhynie Craw Stane, 
Ackergill, Drumbuie 2, Edderton and Dunrobin (at 5 of these the 
carving may be another fish). An additional Stone (Inchyra) has 2 
Salmon with a serpent. 
 
A Salmon is also on St Vigeans 1, Glamis Manse 1, Golspie, Latheron, 
Ulbster, Meigle 1, Gairloch and Easterton of Roseisle (all previously 
noted elsewhere in this table). 
 
The Fish Monster on the Maiden Stone is quite unlike a fish (including 
Salmon) and is more like a hippocamp. 
 

Snake/Serpent - 
curious, 
long/eternal 
life, 
communicator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carved alone (i.e. not mixed with another object) the Snake/Serpent is 
on the following 9 Stones:- 
 
Glamis Manse 1, Mortlach 1, Ulbster all have Celtic, Mithraic and 
Christian symbols plus people, scenes and undecoded carvings. 
 
Inchyra, Craigmyle, Aberlemno Roadside 1 and Knockando 2 have 
Mithraic symbols. Glamis Hunter’s Hill has Mithraic and Christian 
symbols plus a person. Upper Manbean has Mithraic symbols and an 
undecoded carving. 
 
 
The Serpent is overlaid by a “fish monster” at Tealing which has 
Mithraic and Christian symbols. 
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Snake (contd.) Intertwined Snakes/Serpents at St Vigeans 1 and Golspie are 
considered to have a Roman Mithraic connection. A Serpent with a 
Straight Rod or a Z-Rod is a Pictish-Mithraic symbol e.g. Logierait 1 
with a Straight Rod and Balluderon with a Z-Rod. 
 

Wolf - cunning, 
intelligent, 
reads signs of 
nature. 

 
     

Three Stones have a carving that appears to be a Wolf rather than, say, 
a dog/hound. The one on a fragment of red granite at Newbigging, 
Leslie also has a Mirror and Comb plus an undecoded rectangle.  
 
A fragment at Ardross 1 has a Wolf and another fragment at Ardross 2 
has a deer - perhaps they are both from the same source Stone. 
 
Standing on a mound in which several cists containing urns have been 
found is a Stone at Keillor with a Wolf, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror 
and Comb. 
 

 

 
Notes: 
The use of the word “Mithraic” in this table is in the context of Pictish-Mithraism™ (usually 
abbreviated to P-M) and refers to geometric carvings that have been decoded e.g. V-Rod & 
Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc etc. plus the so-called Pictish Beast. 
 
Although the ten items above have been considered in the context of Celtic objects they 
may have other connotations. 
 
Flower carvings appear on 10 Symbol Stones. They have not been included in this list or in 
the Investigations - a Celtic or any other symbol or belief context is not yet apparent. 


