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CHANGES IN BELIEFS - BIGGER PICTURE 
 
A broad time sequence for the physical usage of stones (circles and monoliths) for use 
across the Celtic, Mithraic and Christian beliefs could be:- 

 
<-------------Bronze Age -----------------> 
                                          <------------ Iron Age ----------> 
                                                                                        <-- Picts -- > 
-2000 -1750 -1500 -1250 -1000 -750 -500 -250 0 250 500 750 1000 1250 1500... 2000+       
                           <   P-M   >   
                                         < Christianity------------------------> 
P-M = Pictish-Mithraism 

 
 
The use and re-use of such stones ranges  

 from the pre-Pictish period (when there would have been an initial use, then in some 
instances later re-use, of Bronze or Iron Age monoliths or stones in circles),  

 to Pictish (perhaps with some form of belief) before Pictish-Mithraism,  
 then to Pictish-Mithraism  
 followed by Christian. 

 
In the Pictish Mithraic time period some other contemporaneous carvings were included on 
the Stones – for example what appear to be Celtic symbols. Several beliefs could have co-
existed in the sense of Shared Space. 
 

From the Anderson & Allen classification, Class 1 slabs had so-called Pictish Symbols only, 
Class 2 had both Pictish and Christian Objects (introducing Christianity and, no doubt, used 
in converting those with, then, current religious beliefs) and Class 3 had Christian symbols 
only. The general view is a time progression between Classes but Class 1 and 2 could have 
been created in the same time period, perhaps in different parts of Pictland. Certainly Class 
2 Stones with Christian and Mithraic iconography are, arguably, Transition Stones from one 
religious belief to another (albeit with overlap where the space on the Stones has had use 
for more than one functioning belief). Few locations have both original Pictish Symbol 
Stones and Transition Stones (this may simply be due to population movements) but both 
types of Stone are found in, under and around churches. There are some instances, 
however, of close proximity between Class 1 and Class 2 Stones as shown in this PDF. 
 

Considering the broadly 600 to 1000 time period the designs on Cross slabs suggest initially 
the influence of Celtic or Insular Christianity later replaced by Roman Christianity. During the 
latter part of this period Viking arrival and settlement could have had an effect on Cross slab 
design. There is similarity between some Objects such as the beast with exaggerated claws 
and the intertwined beasts that are similar to styles used in Norway around 1000 – 
examples can be seen in a Cast Court of the Victoria & Albert Museum, London. 

 
An example of a Standing Stone that has seen a long life is the Craw Stane at Rhynie. Crop 
marks followed by geophysical investigations surrounding and adjacent to the Stone have 
revealed what would have been Bronze and Iron Age structures. 

http://pictishsymbolstones.com/?page_id=3891
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Class 2 Stones have “Christian” crosses. Apart from introducing a different religious belief, 
the new symbols of Cross, Biblical stories etc. probably would have been used to convert 
Mithraists. The fact that these Stones have symbols from more than one religious belief 
suggests they were quite acceptable to the remaining Mithraists - further reinforcing the 
concept of Shared Space. Maybe there were distinct transition features in the new 
iconography such as the arms of the cross being considered to represent the four 
“elements” of earth, wind, air and fire. 
 

Looking to the earlier transition and introduction to Pictish-Mithraism from Roman 
Mithraism there are no Tauroctonies carved on Standing Stones but some components such 
as the serpent. Several stones engraved with bulls came from Burghead – perhaps a hang 
back to the Roman Mithraic Tauroctony or maybe that form of Mithraism was practiced 
there. The well which would have been within the fort boundary could be a Mithraeum. The 
situation at Burghead may well be one of timing with Roman Mithraism being practiced 
there in the same period as at Hadrian’s Wall. 
 
The following pictures show examples of Stone Circles. The one at Lagmore is near 
Inveravon church where there are four Symbol Stones previously attached to an outer wall 
now in a porch. The church also overlooks the River Spey. Ardlair Stone Circle, like Upper 
Lagmore has a panoramic view and is near Rhynie and nearby Standing Stone sites. 
Inveravon church has Class 1 Stones purportedly from around the 6th to 8th Century the 
church itself being erected in 1806 on the site of the previous church built in 1568. And 
finally two views involving Migvie; the first is of the Cairngorms from the graveyard taken 
from beside the Migvie Pictish Symbol Stone; the second an inside view of the current 
church – restored in 2001 with extensive Christian and Pictish iconography. 
 
The beliefs and changes in beliefs in the foregoing and as alluded to in the pictures below 
cover a period from prospectively 2000 BCE to now - a time span of 4000 years. 
 

Upper (or 
West) 
Lagmore 
Stone Circle 
above 
Ballindalloch 
Golf Course 
(near 
Inveravon 
Church & 
Stones). 
Early Bronze 
Age. 
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Lower (or 
East) Lagmore 
Stone Circle 
next to 
Ballindalloch 
Golf Course. 
Photo taken 
from the 
Upper Stone 
Circle. 

 
 
 

 
Class 1 Pictish Standing Stones at Inveravon 
Church. Claimed to be 6th to 8th Century CE. 
(Stones now in a porch). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Inveravon Church – erected in 1806 on site 
of previous church (built in 1568). 
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Ardlair Stone Circle (near 
Kennethmont). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ardlair Stone Circle (near 
Kennethmont) – distant view. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairs and table inside Migvie church. Restored by Philip 
Astor of Tillypronie in 2001 in memory of his parents. The 
carvings include Pictish Symbols (in this picture the V-Rod 
& Crescent), text in English and at right angles to it in 
Ogham. 
 
The church has a mixture of Christian and Pictish 
iconography. 
 

 

 

Cairngorms from Migvie grave 
yard. 
A Pictish Cross slab is just beyond 
the right side of this view. 
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In summary: 
a) some Stone Circle stones from an earlier religious belief have been re-used for 

creating Pictish Symbol Stones,  
b) iconography from Class 1 Stones (referred to by some as pagan) is seen on Class 2 

(Christian “transition”) Stones and  
c) various pre-Christian (Class 1) Stones and “transition” Stones have been re-located in 

(and under) some Christian churches and in church yards.  
 

Across these changes there seems to have been some form of continued reverence, 
acceptance or superstition (but no apparent threat). 
 

“Transition” Fully Complete? 
 
With the appearance of so-called Class 3 Stones it could be assumed “transition” from older 
beliefs was complete - Christian Crosses and biblical scenes predominate. They are relief 

carved - a clear example is in Dunblane Cathedral 
(sketch from Senchus wordprress.com alongside. 
Whilst there are no geometric objects of the type that 
signify the difference between Pictish stones in 
Scotland and Pictish Symbol Stones, there are carvings 
of a style that are seen on Class 2 Stones. On the Cross 
side there are upturned zoomorphic heads above the 
base of the shaft. The reverse has shapes (spiral, 
bosses, key patterns etc.), a human figure holding a 
club, a horse rider carrying a spear and accompanied by 
what appears to be a hunting dog and a free-standing 
cross. 
 

 
Could, in this example, recognition of some belief other than Mithraic be portrayed? Maybe 
there were still pre-Christian attachments. 
 


