
Listings in the Pictish-Mithraic Only section include all those Stones with readily identifiable 

decoded geometric carvings (listed below) plus the so-called Pictish Beast. 

Pictish-Mithraic (also referred to as Mithraic and P-M) objects were initially described and decoded 

in the book Pictish-Mithraism published by Austin Macauley. Click below for:-

Being "single belief" these symbols can, logically, have no prospect of being considered as part of a 

belief combination. However, as they are on Symbol Stones - the subject of the Shared Space 

Investigations - they are included here for completeness.

A result is 16 different combinations plus 2 "single belief" categories which can clearly be 

identified as - a) Celtic Only and b) Pictish-Mithraic Only.

Mirror

Mirror Case

Comb

Double Disc Alone

Triple Disc

Tuning Fork

Notched Rectangle Horseshoe/Arch

Where carvings are unclear and sometimes indecipherable these have not been included.

Z-Rod & Double Disc

V-Rod Alone

All the Stones in Investigation 5, from the material available, are confirmed as "single belief" - they 

do not have sufficient components to enable them to be considered for Shared Space. 

 Investigation 5 - "Single Belief" objects

1) Pictish-Mithraic, 2) Celtic attributes, 3) Roman context, 4) Christian Cross, 5)  People / Scene, 6) 

Undecoded / Ogham.

The range of Stones in this Investigation extends from small fragments of individual Stones with 

incomplete objects like Findlarig, to groups located together with carvings that complement one 

another such as at Inveravon.

Some detail of the objects is given in the following Celtic Only section not least to evaluate those 

carvings that could have a Roman context as well as their Celtic attributes. As the Investigation is 

into beliefs, as such, the Celtic interpretation takes priority as the boar, bull and eagle have more 

military than mythological meaning. For the Mithraic section, as the meaning of the objects on the 

Stones has been detailed in Investigations 1 to 4, just a sample of Stones is included to show why 

such Stones have been evaluated as P-M Only.

Of the animal, bird and fish carvings on the Pictish Symbol Stones, 10 have Celtic attributes 4 of 

which can be considered in a Roman context. Where there are any of these 4 an evaluation has to 

be made to determine if the object has Celtic or Roman meaning, neither or both.

V-Rod & Crescent

Z-Rod with Serpent/Snake

Mithraic Symbols Identified and Decoded

There are 6 types of carved objects on Pictish Symbol Stones:- 

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/mithraic-symbols-identified-and-decoded/


hearth and home but a connection between the two carvings is not apparent.

Pictish Symbol Stones - Objects by Location. The Goose has a Celtic Attribute of

Carved objects with prospectively Celtic attributes / Roman context are indicated in italics :-

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Plain Rectangle has not been decoded in a P-M or any 

other context.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Faint symbols are difficult to see. Listed as a "Plain Rectangle" with no specific decode in 

Blackford Goose Plain Rectangle

Ardross 1 Dog or wolf

Ardross 1 and Ardross 2 (deer) are fragments that could be from the same Stone. A complete 

Stone may have had other carvings. Nearby Dalnavie Farm Stone has Pictish Symbols.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Ardross 2 Deer

Perhaps Ardross 1 (dog or wolf) and Ardross 2 are fragments that could be from the same Stone. A 

complete Stone may have had other carvings.

Single Belief - Celtic Only

Each of the following 19 Stones has animal, bird or fish objects which have Celtic attributes:-

Of these, 9 (Burghead [6 stones], Dores - Clune Farm, Inverness - Kingsmills and Oxtro) have carved 

objects that may have a Roman military or mythology context and 3 (Ackergill 1, Blackford and 

Grantown) additionally have rectangle objects that are undecoded.

Ackergill 1, Ardross 1 & 2, Blackford, Burghead (x 6), Dores - Clune Farm, Dunachton, East Lomond 

Hill, Gairloch, Grantown, Inverness - Kingsmills, Inverurie 4, Lochardil and Oxtro.

↓  Animal, bird or fish ↓  undecoded

SalmonAckergill 1

Found near a group of square cairns, the Decorated Rectangle has not been decoded in a Mithraic 

context and the salmon has alternatively been considered just as "a fish". If a salmon the context 

could be Celtic but the Decorated Rectangle is not aligned to a known belief.  If the Ogham 

[NEHTETRI] is a later addition then the carver had no conflict with whatever the existing carvings 

might have meant. No known Roman context.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Decorated Rectangle has not been decoded in a P-M or 

any other context.

Stone Name

Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone:

Decorated Rectangle

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/pictish-symbol-stones-objects-by-location/


Broken when waste ground was being reclaimed around 1859, the missing portions have been 

reconstructed beyond the middle portion of the body and three legs. As an object, the boar has 

both Celtic attributes and Roman context not least as the emblem of Valeria Victrix XX legion 

which was involved with the construction of Hadrian's and the Antonine walls  and served in 

Septimius Severus's Caledonia campaign. This Stone is near the original location of the Boar Stone 

which also has a Mirror Case (with P-M decode).
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Dunachton Deer's head

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Gairloch Bird & salmon

Discovered at Achtercair about 1880. Material has flaked so only the lower portion of the bird - 

assumed to be an Eagle but perhaps a Goose - is apparent. Although considered to be a Salmon it 

may be another fish. Celtic attributes can be given to both an Eagle and Salmon. As there is some 

doubt in several texts about the exact type of bird and fish an alternative Roman context 

interpretation is not being suggested.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

East Lomond Hill Ox or steer

Discovered about 1920 within the site of the fort, the animal carving is intact and alone.

Deer

A seemingly intact slab which served as a lintel over a doorway - still at Dunachton Lodge. 

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

A single bull is carved on each of the 6 Stones. In some Celtic beliefs (Druidic is often cited) it 

stands for strong will, fertility, wealth, abundance and virility. Arguably these bull stones are not at 

all associated with Pictish Stones in general (less still Symbol Stones) but they were listed by 

Anderson and Allen in 1903. With the bull being a legionary emblem and one such legion, VI 

Victrix, involved with the construction of Hadrian's and the Antonine Wall an option is a Roman 

context. No evidence suggests clearly that it is one or the other so either/both evaluations could 

apply.

Burghead (6 stones) Bull

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Dores - Clune Farm Boar

Grantown Decorated                                    

Rectangle

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Decorated Rectangle has not 

been decoded in a P-M or any other context.

This schist slab has a very clear stag; the deer has attributes including 

messenger & guide from the otherworlds in Celtic beliefs. Included in the 

Decorated Rectangle listing in the P-M website, this rectangle with spirals 

on two opposing corners has no current decode.



Because the above Stones do not have any carvings that could be considered to reflect Mithraic or 

Christian beliefs they are labelled "Single Belief". However, as some have objects that could be 

construed as having Celtic attributes and/or Roman context it has been necessary to evaluate 

which style applies. 10 are "Celtic Only" because the objects are animal / bird /fish with no 

alternative interpretation. A further 9 are evaluated as "Celtic Only with an additional Roman 

military context" because the bull (7 instances), boar and eagle were used as Roman military 

emblems. Being undecoded the Plain and Decorated Rectangle objects have no effect on 

evaluations. All 19 of these Stones are incise carved.

Clearly a carving of a bull. As with Burghead, bull carvings are not at all associated with Pictish 

Stones in general (less still Symbol Stones) but they were listed by Anderson and Allen in 1903. 

Comments about Bulls in a Roman context are in the Burghead entry above.

Bull

Each of the 105 Stones listed below has readily identifiable decoded carvings as listed in the first 

page of this section. 

Single Belief - Pictish-Mithraic Only

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Oxtro Eagle

Seemingly on a cist cover - found in 1847; said to have been built into the wall of a farm building 

but has not since been located. Potentially there could be a Roman context as the eagle is on the 

Roman Army Standard. However, from the 7th/8th century dating in Canmore a Roman 

connection is highly unlikely.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Lochardil Ox or steer

A small piece of stone with a clear carving of an ox or steer; listed by Anderson & Allen.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Inverurie 4 Horse

Of the four Stones grouped together in the kirkyard of Inverurie, 1 to 3 are evaluated as P-M and 

could have been on one slab; this fourth of a stylised horse is separate and does not appear to 

have come from the slab that might have been cut down.

Inverness - Kingsmills

Evaluation Outcomes -  Single Belief - Celtic only.



↓  Pictish-Mithraic (P-M) Symbol / undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent, Serpent & Z-Rod /  Ogham

Reassembled from fragments of a broken whinstone block with P-M symbols that complement one 

another; the serpent in this context has a Cancer / Capricorn link. Ogham on the front face is 

transliterated as “IRATADDOARENS”.

Of these, 1 (Newton of Collessie) has an additional carving of a man bearing a spear and 

rectangular shield and  10 have additional carvings that fall into the "Undecoded / Ogham" types 

of carved objects. These are Abernethy (hammer and anvil), Brandsbutt (Ogham), Dalnavie Farm 

(inverted "L" or step), Dingwall (three circles and six cupmarkings), Kinblethmont (possible wheel), 

Knockando / Pulvrenan 1 (rayed disc), Logie Elphinstone 2 (circular Ogham), Mortlach 2 

(curvilinear, possibly variant on the "S"), Newton House 2 (spiral or concentric ovals and Ogham) 

and Rhynie, Old Church 1 (beast's head and 13 shallow cupmarkings).

Abdie, Aberlemno - Flemington Farm, Abernethy, Advie, Ardlair - Kennethmont, Arndilly, Balblair 

2, Ballintomb, Bourtie, Brandsbutt, Broch of Gurness, Broomend of Critchie, Bruceton, Cairnton, 

Cargill, Clach Ard (Tote, Skye), Clatt x 3, Clynekirkton x 2, Clynemilton x 2, Collace - Fairygreen, 

Congash x 2, Craigton, Cullaird - Scaniport, Dalnavie Farm, Daviot, Dingwall, Drimmies, Drumbuie 1, 

Dunnichen, Dunrobin - Dairy Park, Dyce 1, Edinburgh - Princess St, Fetterangus, Findlarig, Fiscavaig - 

Skye, Forres, Fyvie 1, Garbeg, Golspie (Class 1), Greens, Huntly, Huntly - Leys of Dummies, 

Inverallan, Inveravon x 3, Invereen, Inverurie 1 - 3, Kinblethmont, Kinellar, Kintore - Castle Hill x 2, 

Kintore 4, Kintradwell x 3, Knockando / Pulvrenan 1, Latheron (lintel), Little Ferry Links x 2, Logie 

Elphinstone x 3, Longforgan, Mortlach 2, Navidale, Nether Corskie, Newton House 1 & 2, Newton 

of Collessie, Newton of Lewesk, North Redhill, Park House, Picardy Stone - Insch, Poolewe, Redland 

- Firth, Rhynie - Plough Inn, Rhynie - Old Church 2, Rhynie - Barflat 2, Rothiebrisbane, Sandside, 

Sands of Evie, St Peter's - S Ronaldsay, St Vigeans 5 (relief carving - may be part of a Cross Stone), 

Strathmartine Castle, Struan, Tillypronie, Tillytarmont 2, 3 & 5, Tobar na Maor - Skye, Torgorm, 

Tullich, Turriff Manse, Wantonwells - Insch, Watenan, Westfield - Falkland x 2.

In addition there are 16 Stones with less distinct carvings which when added in give an overall 

figure of 121 P-M Only Stones.

Analysis and Evaluation for a sample of the "Pictish-Mithraic Only" Stones:

Stone Name

Each of these 11 Stones has P-M  carved objects indicated in italics and are included to show why 

such Stones have been evaluated as P-M Only.

Ardlair, Kennethmont Pictish Beast, Tuning Fork, Mirror

The Mirror as the Zodiac has the Pictish Beast marking Capricorn - at which point the soul, on 

death, returns to heaven. With the Tuning Fork representing the inside of the Mithraeum there is 

the possibility that (unless passed down as a reminder of Roman Mithraism and where it was 

practised) the carving may have been done by someone who had been in a Mithraeum.

During Investigation 1 Rhynie Old Church 1, Strathmiglo and Tillytarmont 1 were found to be P-M 

only. Including these 3 gives a final total of 124 Stones that are P-M Only.

Brandsbutt



Inverurie      

4           

(Celtic only)

Dalnavie Farm

Mutilated sandstone forming the cover of a cist-like structure. Drumbuie 1 (Mithraic only) and 

Drumbuie 2 (Mithraic and Celtic) may be parts of the same stone. However, they have been 

separately evaluated - Drumbuie 2 is included in Investigation 1.

Inverurie 1

Inverurie 2

Inverurie 3

Drumbuie 1

The meanings of these objects would relate well to those on Inverurie Stone 1 with the Horseshoe 

decoded as a view into and from a Mithraeum. The Mirror Case is a different (more ornate) design 

to that on Inverurie Stone 1.

Mirror Case, Decorated Horseshoe

Z-Rod & Double Disc

Of the four Stones in Inverurie, 1 to 3 are considered to have been cut down for re-use - perhaps 

from same slab? The decoded meanings for the objects on Stone 1 are very much complementary 

to one another in terms of structure of the universe, the pathway to and from heaven and travel 

of the soul. The style of the Serpent with a Straight Rod suggests it is specifically P-M and not 

Celtic.

Serpent & Z-Rod; Double Disc

V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror Case, Serpent & Straight Rod, Z-Rod & 

Double Disc

Inverurie 

3 (Pictish-

Mithraic)

Soul travel connects the three decoded P-M carvings; the L-Shaped 

Rectangle (sometimes referred to as a key) has not been decoded. 

This Stone is geographically close to Ardross 1 and 2 but is of a 

different stone material and carving style.

Inverurie 

1 (Pictish-

Mithraic)

Inverurie       

2      (Pictish-

Mithraic)

There is some similarity between this carving and its equivalent on Inverurie Stone 1 - e.g. where 

the outer arms join the cross arm of the Z.

V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Comb, L-Shaped Rectangle (undecoded)



From the analyses by Stone, there are 3 Evaluation outcomes:- Celtic Only = 10; Celtic Only with 

additional Roman military context = 9; Pictish-Mithraic Only = 124. Being "single belief" these 143 

Stones cannot be contenders for Shared Space for different beliefs. Additionally, from 

Investigation 4, Inchbrayock's carvings are more in the context of so-called Class 3 type slabs and 

there are neither attributable Celtic or Mithraic carvings; this places it in a Single Belief category of 

its own - Christian. This gives 144 Single Belief Stones.

For those Stones carved with decoded Pictish-Mithraic symbols the evaluation is much more 

certain but, in the cases of fragments and cut-down stones, there may have been carvings with 

other representations. 

Logie Elphinstone (1, 2, 3) Three stones each with V-Rod & Crescent, one with a double disc, a 

second with a Z-Rod & Double Disc, a third with a Pictish Beast  / the 

second one with Ogham

Using the labels Celtic Attribute  and Roman Context  instead of simply Celtic or Roman as 

outcomes is quite deliberate. It is the carved object that has the attribute, for example, the deer as 

a messenger/guide from otherworlds. It cannot be assumed that whilst a carving can be evaluated 

as having a Celtic Attribute that it has in fact been carved by a Celt. Likewise if a carving is of, for 

example, an eagle it could have more than one interpretation with Celtic attributes including  

wisdom, long life, keen sight etc. and Roman context because it was used on the ubiquitous 

Roman Army Standard and as the emblem of V Macedonica legion. It cannot be assumed that the 

eagle, in this case, was carved either by a Celt or a Roman. To move towards stronger conclusions 

more prospective evidence is required and that is not apparent with the limited information that 

can come, typically, from fragments. 

Overall "Single Belief" Observations and Conclusions

Double Discs are usually carved with a Z-Rod but this one without it would still represent the 

structure of the universe  - earth, planets then (outer circle) stars. Serpents can have a Celtic 

meaning. However, when associated, as here, with a Z-Rod the P-M decode is a Cancer / Capricorn 

link. 

Strathmartine Castle V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast

This could well be a very early Class I Stone (3rd century). 

Its incised carvings are very clear examples of the V-Rod 

& Crescent and Pictish Beast. In Pictish-Mithraism, they 

could have served to explain the travel of the soul on 

birth into mortality and its return on death into 

immortality with the Pictish Beast marking the path to 

heaven via Capricorn.

Notched Double Disc, Z-Rod & Serpent

Three whinstone blocks now standing in the grounds of Logie Elphinstone House each with 

representation of the travel of the soul complemented by, in one case, the structure of the 

universe (Double Disc) and in another the Capricorn gate (Pictish Beast). Circular Ogham - the only 

non-linear example recorded - is transliterated as “QFTQU” reading clockwise.

Newton House 1


