
For Stones designated as Class 2  to  be considered to have a Shared Space (having Pictish-

Mithraic Symbols on Christian Cross Slabs) there would have been a reason to somehow 

influence the inclusion of some of these Symbols. Christian believers' recognition, or 

acceptance, of the Mithraic views, and representative Symbols, would have been a 

prerequisite; another could have been the Mithraic believers' wish for some sort of continued 

acceptance. As Christianity became the dominant religion perhaps a form of absorption was 

practiced with the longer-term aim of complete conversion.  In practical terms geographic 

proximity between any new Class 2 Stone and existing Class 1 Stone could have helped 

facilitate seeing selected Symbols then carving them.                      

The selection of Class 2 Stones in the "Clusters" Appendix was taken from a list of Stones that 

have combinations of a Christian Cross, Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and animals, fish and birds 

that may have been carved in the context of Celtic beliefs (the subject of Investigations) plus 

four Stones which have Christian and P-M carvings but do not have Celtic attributes - 

Kirriemuir 1 (65), Logierait 1 (187), Monifieth 1 (66) and Monymusk (35). This is not an 

exhaustive Class 2 list - the focus, specifically, is on Class 1 Stones in close proximity to Class 2 

ones.

Considering each of the 18 locations of Class 2 Stones in the "Clusters" Appendix, 13 have 

symbols in common with Class 1 Stones that are identified as nearest and close-by to them. 

Glamis Manse 1 (61), has Class 1 Symbols on its reverse (suggesting potential up-cycling) as 

well as a common carving - mirror - with Dunnichen. Shandwick (128) and Woodwrae (73) have 

elements of Double Discs in common with their nearest and close-by Class 1 Stones - not 

strongly influential. Only Logierait (187) and  Nigg (124) have no Symbols in common with their 

nearest and close-by Class 1 Stones but have other Mithraic Symbols. For example, Logierait 

(187) has a Serpent & Straight Rod, nearest Cargill (179) has what appears to be a Notched 

Rectangle and next close-by Bruceton (178) has a Horseshoe and Pictish Beast.  Logierait (187) 

has two Class 2 Stones both with a Straight Rod and Serpent - the nearest Class 1 with this 

carving is Inverurie (26). The elaborately carved Nigg (124) Stone does not seem to have any 

carvings influenced by close Class 1 Stones.  Inchbrayock could be considered almost as Class 3.

Firstly, the Class 2 Stones were located on the map on Page 11 of The Pictish Symbol Stones of 

Scotland  (edited by Iain Fraser published by RCAHMS 2008) then the nearest and next close-by 

Class 1 Stones were identified. To ease location on the RCAHMS map, site numbers (in 

parentheses) are associated with names in the "Clusters" Appendix.

Information regarding "Clusters" of adjacent Class 2 and Class 1 Stones is under:-
Observations and Discussion at the "Clusters" Appendix

Proximity of Class 2 to Class 1 Stones - coincidence or influence?

Anderson and Allen classification has specifically been used in this section as the RCAHMS 

source refers to Class 1 (incised and with no Christian iconography) and Class 2 (relief with 

both Pictish-Mithraic and Christian carvings).

http://pictishsymbolstones.com/observations-and-discussion/


St Vigeans (67) Stones (found in or near the church that dominates the village) have several 

Pictish Symbols including Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb and Mirror objects which have 

commonality with nearby Class 1 Stones. However, the Pictish Beasts on Kinblethmont (63) 

and on Linlathen (76) and the V-Rod & Crescent on Kinblethmont (63) do not seem to have 

influenced inclusion on any of the set of St Vigeans Stones.

Monifieth (66) Cross slabs have Double Disc, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb and V-Rod & Crescent 

objects. A Pictish Beast is on all three nearby Stones - Linlathen Stone (76)  whose current 

location is unknown, Strathmartine Castle (68) and Kinblethmont (63). In addition, each of 

Strathmartine Castle and Kinblethmont has a V-Rod & Crescent. Perhaps there is some 

significance for the early presence of the Pictish Beast and V-Rod & Crescent in this location 

but with the Pictish Beast not appearing on the Class 2 Stones at Monifieth which have several 

other Pictish symbols.

Between the two Kirriemuir (65) Class 2 Stones there are Comb, Mirror and V-Rod & Crescent 

carvings. Nearby Bruceton (178) does not have its Pictish Beast and Horseshoe represented on 

either of the Kirriemuir Stones. Next close-by Aberlemno Roadside 1 (51) and Flemington Farm 

(52) have Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb, Mirror, Horseshoe and Pictish Beast. Common objects 

across the Class 1 and 2 Stones in this instance are the Comb and Mirror.

Although some authors state there is no case for the Classes of Stones to be in a chronological 

order, if the premise that the Stones were used for religious purposes is correct, then with 

Christianity being introduced from around the 6th century and preceding beliefs being called 

"pagan", Class 1 came before Class 2. This is an important point when thinking about the 

proximity between Class 2 and Class 1 Stones and the influence of carving Pictish-Mithraic 

objects onto slabs with Christian crosses. 

A clear example of nearby Class 1 Stones potentially influencing carvings on a Class 2 Stone is 

the set in the "Clusters" Appendix comprising Eassie (58), Bruceton(178), Keillor (186), 

Dunnichen (57) and Strathmartine Castle (68). The Class 2 Stone i.e. Eassie has Pictish Beast, Z-

Rod & Double Disc and Horseshoe objects. Looking at the nearest Class 1 Stones, Bruceton has 

a Pictish Beast and a Horseshoe; Keillor a Z-Rod & Double Disc. Next close-by Dunnichen has a 

Z-Rod & Double Disc; Strathmartine Castle a Pictish Beast and a Z-Rod & Double Disc.

Whilst Aberlemno Roadside 1 (51), Aberlemno Flemington Farm (52) and Kinblethmont (63) 

have a range of Symbols there is no apparent influence seen in Inchbrayock which has two 

decorated discs that do not look like a Pictish Symbol. Although listed as Class 2, Inchbrayock 

with its Christian Cross and biblical scene is more aligned to Anderson and Allen's so-called 

Class 3.

The Meigle (189) collection of seven Class 2 Stones has Pictish Beast, Comb, Mirror, Serpent & 

Z-Rod, V-Rod & Crescent, Double Disc (portion), Mirror Case, Double Disc Alone, Crescent 

Alone and Z-Rod & Double Disc carvings. These could have been influenced by nearby Class 1 

carvings including Pictish Beast, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb, Mirror and Mirror Case.



Geographically on the west edge of an area (now Perth & Kinross and Angus) with Class 1 and 

2 Stones, Fowlis Wester does not have any common Symbols with the closest Class 2 Stone at 

Gask which has a Z-Rod & Serpent. This Class 2 Stone has functioned as a Shared Space for 

Christian and Mithraic beliefs with one carving that may have been influenced by nearby 

Abernethy Class 1 Stone (V-Rod & Crescent).

Example 3 - A V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc and 

Double Disc Alone are on the reverse side of the "Shared 

Space" Stone at Fowlis Wester (182). Only the Abernethy (175) 

Stone close-by has what could be considered influential 

symbols - V-Rod & Crescent and Tuning Fork. Carvings on 

Cargill (179) - possibly a Notched Rectangle - and Blackford 

(177) - perhaps a rectangle (with no decode) - belong on Class 

1 Stones but hardly represent any P-M, or other, meaning. In 

general across Pictland there are many examples of broken, 

worn and re-shaped Stones which may originally have had 

additional carvings.

Example 2 - Christian Crosses are on both sides of the Ulbster 

(104) Stone with P-M Symbols - V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast 

and a Double Disc all on one side. Nearby Latheron (101) and 

Watenan (105) each have a V-Rod & Crescent, Ackergill (96) 

Stones have a Notched Rectangle, a Decorated Rectangle and a 

short section of curved line. 
Artistically executed in a similar style, the V-Rod & Crescent carving integrates with the Cross 

designs. Presence more than design cues could have influenced the carving. Certainly a Shared 

Space for not only P-M and Christian beliefs but also Celtic (from the salmon, serpent and 

horse).

Below are five examples of a Class 2 Stone in close proximity to Class 1 Stones with prospective 

interpretations. For each, the Class 2 Stone numbered location is ringed in blue with the 

nearest and next close-by numbered Class 1 Stones ringed in brown.

Example 1  -  Cossans (56) Class 2 Stone has a V-Rod & 

Crescent and a Z-Rod & Double Disc, both symbols are found 

right across Pictland and fundamental in being able to "talk 

through" and explain the principles of Pictish Mithraism. 

Nearby Class 1 Stones at Dunnichen (57) and Aberlemno Roadside (51) have Z-Rod & Double 

Disc carvings so could well have influenced their inclusion on Cossans. Also in close proximity 

are two Stones each with a Horseshoe and Pictish Beast - Bruceton (178) and Aberlemno 

Flemington Farm (52). With Comb and Mirror objects at Aberlemno Roadside and Dunnichen 

this set of Stones collectively includes all the Symbols essential in describing P-M. Perhaps the 

pre-Christian Stones in this area helped to enable P-M to be followed also using the Symbols 

on the Cross slab which has, in itself, shown that it functions as a Shared Space for two 

different beliefs.



Example 5 - Carving of the one P-M Symbol on the Class 2 

Monymusk (35) Stone could have been directly influenced by 

the Triple Disc on the Kintore Churchyard (29) Class 1 Stone 

which also has a Pictish Beast and V-Rod & Crescent. 

•  In these examples there is a limited number of animals, birds and fish carvings on 

Class 2 Stones that could be construed to represent Celtic attributes - in fact, only a 

salmon, serpent and horse on Ulbster (104).

Kintradwell (143) - 4 slabs. Mirror Case, Triple Disc portion, V-

Rod & Crescent, Comb, Mirror, partial Tuning Fork.

Dunrobin D P (139) - Z-Rod & Serpent, Comb, Mirror.

Little Ferry (146) - 4 fragments. V-Rod & crescent.

Clynemilton (136) - 2 Stones. V-Rod & Crescent, Horseshoe, 

Mirror x 2, Comb, Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle.

Some observations from these examples include - 

Golspie Class 1 (141) - V-Rod & Crescent, Comb, 

None of the Stones nearby to Golspie Class 2 has a Pictish beast or Double Disc Alone but 

collectively 6 examples of a V-Rod & Crescent, 4 Combs, 6 Mirrors and 1 Z-Rod & Double Disc - 

all in the top five most common Pictish Symbols.

The Triple Disc, in P-M decode terms, represents the Zodiac and (180° apart) Cancer and 

Capricorn constellations - the gates from and to heaven whose "soul travel" meaning has 

parallels with some Christian beliefs. Kintore Castle Hill (30) has two Stones with Pictish Beasts, 

a Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror and Tuning Fork. Another Pictish Beast is on Kintore 4 (31). With 

Pictish Beasts on the three nearby Stones it is perhaps surprising that object is not on this low 

relief, Cross Stone with geometric and knot designs.

•  As the Class 2 Stones in the area between Dingwall and Wick (Examples 2 & 4) 

seem less influenced by geographically close Class 1 Stones than in the case of  

those in the general area of Forfar (Examples 1 & 3), perhaps there was a different 

mechanism for prompting the carving of the older Symbols e.g. by sea from across 

the Moray Firth rather than by land.

•  Overall the presence of Class 1 Mithraic Symbols on Class 2 Stones strongly 

suggests a deliberate and purposeful inclusion to function in way of influence and 

"transition" from one belief to another. The widespread carving of the V-Rod & 

Crescent reinforces it as a fundamental symbol.

Craigton (137) - V-Rod & Crescent, Notched Rectangle.

Dunrobin (138) - Tuning Fork, Comb, Mirror.

Clynekirkton (135) - 2 Stones. V-Rod & Crescentx2, Mirror.

Example 4 - A Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent and Double Disc 

Alone are on the reverse of the Golspie Class 2 (140) Cross 

slab. It has eight Stones in close proximity all with Pictish - 

Mithraic Symbols:-


