
Observations - Set 1 
 

Alyth is not just a Transition Stone but also a location where the place of Christian worship 
appears to have moved around 1400/1500 years ago from outdoors to indoors. Current 
ruins of a church are seemingly on the site of a sixth-century church dedicated to St Moluag. 
If the Stone was carved in St Moluag’s lifetime then it dates to the latter half of the 6th 
century - perhaps reinforced by the simplicity of design and execution of both the Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian carved objects. Had it been carved later then a more ornate, relief 
style would have been likely. 
If the construction of a chapel at Fordoun was in St Palladius’ lifetime then the Fordoun 
Stone suggests an early arrival for Christianity. Perhaps the Stone enabled Pictish-Mithraic 
belief to be followed whilst Christianity was established and people moved over to the new 
belief. Its geographically prominent location was probably significant not only in terms of 
belief (clear view to the sky and heaven beyond) but physically as a gathering place both 
outdoors then indoors. 
 
St Vigeans is a prime example of a place of worship (Stones, church - both) being in a 
prominent raised area (a glacial mound location that still looks impressive) by Brothock 
Water. St Vigeans 1 - also known as the Drosten Stone - has Pictish-Mithraic carvings (Z-Rod 
& Double Disc, Mirror, Comb and Crescent Alone) which not only complement one another 
but also Christian beliefs - e.g. travel of the soul and the hereafter. Likewise on St Vigeans 2 
there are carvings that complement one another and across two beliefs. There does not 
appear to be any proximity of local Class 1 Stones (examples explored in this “Clusters” 
appendix) which might have influenced the inclusion of the Pictish-Mithraic carvings. With 
the carvings on each Stone being “in the same hand” it would be interesting to identify the 
potential source of the designs. 
 
As a stand-alone Set a strong significance of proximity to water and association with a Saint 
does not suggest any specific qualities or patterns for these Stones. They all demonstrate the 
use of their surfaces as a Shared Space for two beliefs. For Alyth and Fordoun there is the 
possibility of these not only being early examples of locations for Christian worship but 
perhaps being at the beginning of the move from outdoors to indoors worship. 
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