
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following pages provide a synopsis for each prospective Transition Stone - Stone name, 
site reference SR1, where found (and current location if different), carvings, “strength” of 
relationship between Pictish-Mithraic & Christian objects and - as applicable - proximity to 
water, whether in an open or raised area, any association with a Saint. 
 
 
Aberlemno Church NO55NW 26 is standing at the church and is near the River South Esk. If 
the Battle of Dunnichen is the scene on the reverse side then the Stone dates to post 685. 
Above this scene (almost in an upper register) is a Pictish-Mithraic Triple Disc and Z-Rod & 
Notched Rectangle. On the Cross side is an array of carvings that are of a similar design to 
intertwined animals that can be seen in the Victoria and Albert museum, London on the cast 
of a doorway of an 11th century church in Ulnes, Norway. With the Cross on one side and 
the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols on the other there seems to be implied acceptance of Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. The Stone could have satisfied all the purposes of a Transition 
Stone. 
 
 

Aberlemno Roadside 2 NO55NW 8 is in an open area by the roadside and is near the River 
South Esk. Pictish-Mithraic Symbols are placed prominently above an extensive hunting 
scene. Christian belief is represented not just by the Cross but also the depiction of the 
biblical story of David rending the jaws of the lion. With the Z-Rod & Double Disc plus the V-
Rod & Crescent on this Stone embodying many of the beliefs in Mithraism - not least the 
travel of the soul from and to heaven (as in Christian belief) and the structure of the 
universe with heaven beyond - the meanings of the carvings are clearly complementary. 
This is a very good example of a Transition Stone. 

Set 2 - Stones within proximity of water but not having an 
association with a Saint. 

Stone name By, in or 
near water 

In raised or 
open area 

Association 
with a Saint 

Aberlemno Church Yes   

Aberlemno 
Roadside 2 

Yes Yes  

Brodie Yes   

Dunfallandy Yes   

Eassie Yes   

Glamis Manse 1 Yes   

Golspie Yes   

Logierait 1 & 2 Yes   

Logie Wester Yes   

Meigle 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 
& 7 

Yes   

Rossie Priory Yes   

St. Madoes Yes   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Brodie - “Rodney’s Stone” was by Muckle Burn when 
at its original location of the old church graveyard at 
Dyke; National Grid Reference NH 9842 5766. It is 
currently beside the drive into Brodie Castle with Site 
Reference NH95NE 3. Although the Cross is on one 
side and the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols on the reverse 
the style of the ornate infill suggests they were made 
by the same accomplished carver. Concentric circles 
are usually very clear in the Double Disc structure so 

the earth / planets / celestial sphere explanation would not have been accompanied by a 
visual aid. Despite that a connection between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs 
regarding travel to heaven on death can be made with the Pictish Beast (Capricornus at the 
gate to heaven). Of interest is the positioning of the Hippocamp pair above the Pictish Beast 
- both are based on a fusion between a four legged animal and a fish. So far the relevance of 
Hippocamps on Symbol Stones has not been decoded. Ogham text is a later addition to the 
short edges of this Stone. Overall it seems that this Stone was specifically created as a 
Transition Stone. 
            

Aberlemno Roadside 2 



Dunfallandy NN95NW 29 is currently near the River Tummel. Apparently there is a choice 
for the original location - either in the ruins of a chapel 1 mile SW of Killiecrankie on the west 
bank of the River Garry or near the chapel at Dunfallandy. This Stone has one of the most 
complex mixes of carvings of any across Pictland - see Case Studies (Dunfallandy). 
Although the 5 Pictish-Mithraic Symbols are carved one side of the slab and the Christian 
belief is represented on the other the meaning of the Symbols makes the relationship with 
the Christian symbolism complementary. Christian context is reinforced by biblical stories - 
Jonah and the whale plus St Paul & St Antony. A clear example of a Stone with content 
recording two beliefs - stand alone, complementary and enabling a transition walk through. 
 
Eassie NO34NE 4 was found in the bank of a burn by the old parish church in late 18th 
century, now in an enclosure in the shell of Eassie Old Parish Church. With the Pictish Beast 
representing Capricorn marking the return of the soul to heaven upon death and the Double 
Disc showing the earth, planets and celestial sphere towards heaven, there are strong 
resemblances to Christian belief which is reinforced with the inclusion of two angels 
(considered to be intermediaries between God or Heaven and humanity). There is a variety 
of animals on both sides, people walking (one on each side of the slab), 3 cloaked/robed 
figures together on the reverse near a tree which is so far undecoded. Although the animal 
carvings are in a similar style, the Cross is carved much more ornately than the Pictish-
Mithraic Symbols.  
Overall the function as a Transition Stone is clear with the Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs in a complementary fashion. It has had a multi-use function. 
 
Glamis Manse (aka Glamis Manse 1) NO34NE 2 may have been in a part of the churchyard, 
it stands in the front garden of Glamis manse. This appears to be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. 
it has had the Christian Cross added making it into Class 2 - a similar background is apparent 
for Glamis, Hunters Hill. Both are evaluated in detail in Investigation 4 of this website. 
In common with Glamis, Hunter's Hill are the Pictish-Mithraic Triple Disc and Mirror objects 
with Christian belief linkages. The purpose for carving the remaining objects and their 
meaning and whether the cauldron represents a biblical story are unclear. 
 
Incise carved on the undressed side are a Serpent alone, a salmon and a Mirror Symbol. Two 
diverse interpretations can be made of the serpent - Pictish-Mithraic and Celtic. As a set of 
Constellations (principally Hydra) the serpent forms a connection between Cancer and 
Capricorn (the gateways of the soul). Because the Mirror portrays the Zodiac then the Serpent 
and Mirror complement one another suggesting they were carved in the same time period 
i.e. as part of the original Class 1 Stone. In Celtic mythology the salmon can represent wisdom 
and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated with physical aspects of the salmon's 
travel and life cycle (from birth to death) giving a complementary linkage with both Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Turning to the relief carved Cross side - the Triple Disc is the only Pictish-Mithraic Symbol on 
this side but, in interpretation, relating to the Serpent on the other side. Positioning and 
carving style of the Triple Disc suggests it was done with the Cross and other objects rather  
than in the time of the objects on the other side. There is a range of objects either side  
of the Cross including a centaur with axe, axe wielding people, deer’s (maybe hound’s) head,  
cauldron with protruding legs and a beast with exaggerated claws. 

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/pictish-symbol-stones-case-studies/
https://pictishsymbolstones.com/mithraic-celtic-christian/


Overall Glamis Manse, like Glamis, Hunter’s Hill portrays complementary Celtic, Pictish- 
Mithraic and Christian beliefs so has functioned in the Transition between Pictish-Mithraic  
and Christian beliefs having started as a Stone serving a purpose for Pictish-Mithraic beliefs  
(and Celtic) arguably centuries before. 
 
Golspie (Class 2) NC80SW 13 was specifically named (Class 2) to avoid confusion with 
another Stone known as Golspie which is Class 1. It was found in 1776 in the graveyard 
where it had been used as a recumbent gravestone and is now in Dunrobin Museum. 
Strong associations can be made between the belief that is represented by the Latin Cross 
and Pictish Mithraism - the V-Rod shows the path of the soul from heaven on birth and its 
return on death, the Pictish Beast as 
Capricornus marks the Zodiac point where 
the soul passes into heaven and the 
Double Disc (unusually without the Z-Rod) 
is a three dimensional construct of the 
earth, planets and celestial sphere.  
In Celtic mythology the salmon can 
represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; 
maybe this can be associated with physical 
aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle 
(from birth to death) giving a linkage with 
both Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
Undecoded objects are the Decorated Rectangle, intertwined snakes, a flower and interlace 
not within the Cross; there is no hint as to the context of the axe wielding person; the 
Ogham is not yet decoded. This is a Transition Stone with complementary representations 
not only of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs but Celtic as well. 
 
Logierait NN95SE 4 is by the River Tay and near the River Tummel - two Stones have been 
discovered - “1” in the kirkyard around 1878 and “2” in 1989. The first now stands close 
beside the church, the second is within the church. 
Both Logierait Stone 1 and Stone 2 have a Serpent intertwined with a Straight Rod in the 
"Aesculapius" format; only Inverurie 1 has a similar symbol but with the rod overlaid rather 
than intertwined. In Pictish-Mithraic belief terms perhaps the wrap around alludes to the 
snake entwining the Leontocephalous whose lion head could equate to the snake/serpent 
head at the eighth gate - the entry to heaven. As a set of Constellations (principally Hydra) 
the serpent forms a connection between Cancer and Capricorn (the gateways of the soul). 
Logierait 1 is damaged and shows only one Pictish-Mithraic Symbol (the Serpent and 
Straight Rod) but there may have been others - assessing context is difficult. 
Logierait 2 has a clearer hunting scene than that on “1”. Being undecoded the meaning of 
the hippocamp pair is currently unknown but the Double Disc adds to Pictish-Mithraic belief 
being represented.  Taking the Serpent interpretation plus that of the Double Disc (the 
structure of the universe from earth to planets to celestial sphere and beyond) there is a 
case for a complementary relationship with the Latin Cross. 
 
Whilst Logierait 1 has Pictish-Mithraic and Christian belief carvings suggesting “implied 
acceptance”, Logierait 2 (with the Double Disc) has a set of objects that are complementary. 
Both are examples of Transition Stones. 



Logie Wester, Conon Bridge was found in 2019 at the burial ground of an early Christian 
church site near the River Conon. It is now on display in a window of Dingwall Museum. 
With a Double Disc & Z-Rod and Cross it is a Transition Stone with carvings on opposite sides 
that represent Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs - these suggest more implied 
acceptance than being strongly complementary. The reverse side also has an animal headed 
warrior, oxen and what have been described as “mythical beasts”. 
 
Meigle NO24SE 25 is near the River Isla. 26 Stones are housed in Meigle Museum whose 
website states that “stones contained in the museum were all found near Meigle, mostly in 
the neighbouring churchyard or used in the construction of the old church”. 
In summary, Meigle 1 & 5 are Class 2 - Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic and Christian with  
complementary beliefs; Meigle 3, 4, 6 & 7 are also Class 2 and demonstrate implied  
acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Meigle 1 has a complex mix of objects from different beliefs across the two faces of the 
Stone - for Christianity the Cross on the front, an angel on the reverse; a Pictish-Mithraic  
Comb, Mirror, Serpent & Z-Rod and Pictish Beast on the reverse. Aspects of the Salmon's  
travel and life cycle (from birth to death) gives a Celtic attribute on the reverse and a  
triquetra with Christian and Celtic relevance is on each side. The inclusion of riders on  
horses, as yet undeciphered quadrupeds, beast with exaggerated claws plus cup marks  
extends the multi-use of the surfaces of this Stone. 
Collectively the Pictish-Mithraic objects give a strong complementary relationship with  
Christianity and the travel of the soul - the Comb as the steps to heaven, the Mirror in  
portraying the Zodiac, the serpent marking the gates from and to Heaven, the Pictish Beast  
at the Capricorn gate on the soul's return. Meigle 1 falls well within the definition of a  
Transition Stone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meigle 3 is a small, broken slab with part of a Double Disc which, with the Latin Cross, can 
only be evaluated as “implied acceptance” between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 

Meigle 1 



Meigle 4 lacks its central portion so evaluation is “implied acceptance” of beliefs from what 
can be seen of the V-Rod & Crescent and Latin Cross. Overall not the strongest of examples 
of a Transition Stone. However, it does have a wide range of other carvings but their 
meaning is inconclusive - for example the people on horseback may be part of a hunting 
scene and zoomorphic animals (as a snake eating its tail) might represent immortality. 
 
Meigle 5 has the physical location of the Pictish-Mithraic objects incise carved on a narrow 
side of the slab while the front and reverse are relief. While this could perhaps suggest an 
after-thought or specifically secondary importance being given to the Pictish-Mithraic 
objects there are sufficient of them to suggest a complementary relationship between 
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Perhaps the Mirror Case (decoded as Mithras's birth 
from the rock) has a symbolic relationship with the Latin Cross and the birth of Christ and 
Pictish Beast as Capricornus indicating the gate to heaven on the soul's return after mortal 
death. These examples would enable the Stone to act as a place of worship for both beliefs 
with the meaning of carvings being used to explain Transition. 
 
Meigle 6 appears to have both the Double Disc and Crescent relief carved in the same style 
as the rest of the slab but neither has the usual directional arrows associated with these 
Symbols - they are lacking the "Z" and "V". Not a strong example for a Transition Stone but 
one nonetheless. 
 
Meigle 7 has only the top of the slab to be seen so evaluation of the objects is restricted but 
the nature of the Double Disc (earth, planets, zodiac and heaven beyond) links with the 
journey of the soul in steps via the planets as represented in what seems to be a Pictish-
Mithraic Comb Symbol. There is belief alignment with Christianity but this is not reinforced 
by the positioning of the sitting person and crouching, indeterminate beast being 
sufficiently clear to be a biblical story. 
 
Rossie Priory NO23SE 4 was found in the old burial ground of Rossie before 1867 and now 
in a private mortuary chapel in what was Rossie Church. It is close to Rossie Burn. 
Almost a "multipurpose" slab with intricately infilled Crosses on each side, Pictish-Mithraic 
Symbols on one side, what appears to be a hunting scene and what have been described as 
phantasmagorical animals. There are clear carvings of a bird-headed man who seems to be 
confronting a bird, a figure holding a bird in each hand, human headed quadrupeds, perhaps 
an angel etc. All the carvings are in a consistent style showing complementary Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Arguably the Pictish-Mithraic objects are overwhelmed by the 
other carvings - not least Crosses on each side of the Stone and maybe some of the content 
alluding to biblical stories - but in way of Transition that might have been deliberate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Rossie Priory 



St Madoes NO12SE 15 was found in a kirkyard near Cairnie Pow which flows into the River 
Tay at Inchyra. It is now in Perth Museum. The Pictish-Mithraic beliefs are very well 
represented in the travel of the soul, the re-entry point to heaven as Capricorn (from the 
Pictish Beast) and the construction of the universe in the Double Disc. Although the Pictish-
Mithraic Symbols are only on one side what they collectively represent aligns the Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs and the Transition between them. 
 

 

 

Observations for Set 2 

https://pictishsymbolstones.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/set-2-obs.pdf

