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Featuring surfaces without boundaries, not 
segregated, no demarcation - enabling co-
existence. “Shared Space” usually refers to 
mixed pedestrian and vehicle surfaces in 
urban areas. 

Taken over a long period Pictish Symbol 
Stones variously accommodated Celtic, 
Mithraic and Christian beliefs with some 
additions of Ogham texts, hunting and 
battle scenes.

This book investigates whether their 
surfaces acted as a Shared Space for 
different beliefs – enabling co-existence.PROOF
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1 "Shared Space" in Context

Featuring surfaces without boundaries, not segregated, no demarcation - enabling co-existence. 

"Shared Space" usually refers to mixed pedestrian and vehicle surfaces in urban areas. 

Perhaps Pictish Symbol Stones can be considered in a similar  way. With carved objects on their 
surfaces having minimal boundaries, segregation and demarcation - the Stones seem to have 
provided a Shared Space that variously accommodated expressions of Celtic, Mithraic and 
Christian beliefs. The range of carvings expanded beyond beliefs to record hunting and battle 
scenes; over time there were additions of Ogham script. In many instances priority is not given 
to where different symbols are placed - for others, such as small carvings of Pictish-Mithraic 
objects on slabs with large Christian Crosses, there may be an underlying reason for placing 
carvings in close proximity. A clear distinction needs to be made between the general name of 
Pictish Stones which may or may not have the well known (typically described as enigmatic) 
"symbols" and the more precisely labelled Pictish Symbol Stones which most definitely are 
carved with the "symbols".

From the almost total lack of defacing, disfiguring or otherwise damaging them the Stones look 
little different today as they would have done when they were originally carved. If these Stones 
did enable a truly "shared" space, why was this so successful?

Primarily the Investigations in this book are into prospective relationships between the 
depictions of religious beliefs. There are different mixes of carvings - Mithraic with Celtic, 
Mithraic with Christian, Celtic with Christian and Mithraic, Celtic & Christian together. Where 
there are two beliefs represented then the carved symbols may be on just one vertical surface. 
Typically, where Christianity is represented with a Cross the symbols for other beliefs are carved 
on the reverse surface - but not always. 

To add to the flexible and efficient use of a Stone some have carvings - decorative or 
representative - on the short vertical sides. This maximum use of available space is very 
apparent on the larger slabs with military or hunting scenes and complex, often indeterminate, 
patterns. From the type and style of the carving different texts appear to be additions not part 
of the original carving scheme. Ogham is usually in "spare" and deliberately selected space but 
scripts such as miniscule are more randomly placed. 

This book starts by explaining how Mithraism developed into Pictish-Mithraism™ (detailed  by 
the author in The Religious Purpose of the Pictish Symbol Stones published by Austin Macauley), 
outlining attributes of Celtic animals, birds and fish that have been revered and commenting on 
styles of Christian Crosses and biblical stories. Investigations into different combinations of 
beliefs are detailed followed by Observations and Discussion. The objective is to gauge the 
degree of acceptability of portraying different beliefs on the same surface to see if the Stones 
have actually enabled a compatibly Shared Space.
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←   Cossans, St Orland's - Cross side

What is immediately apparent is that there seems to have been a high degree of acceptable, if 
not deliberate, co-existence of symbolic carvings from different beliefs.

Not looked into by the author in his previous publications are the carvings of those animals, 
birds and fish that had Celtic meanings. For some of these objects there was an additional 
strand -  a potentially Roman relationship - adding to the complexity of decoding and 
interpretation in a wider range of contexts. These aspects have been evaluated and proposals 
made, by Stone, for either Celtic attributes or Roman context, neither or both. Assessing which 
of these has been a precursor to understanding prospective connections with Mithraic and 
Christian symbols.

An example of a Stone with carvings identified as having Celtic attributes but with perhaps 
Roman context (as well, or instead), Pictish-Mithraic symbols, a Christian Cross plus a scene with 
people and some undecoded objects is Cossans, St Orland's (in-situ between Kirriemuir and 
Forfar in Angus). Because of the large number of different objects on this Stone interpretation of 
possible relationships is challenging. However, Stones with a narrow range of depictions can also 
be difficult to interpret - not least in deciding if the meaning of carvings in the same space are 
actually complementary or just represent implied acceptance of beliefs.

With the V-Rod & Crescent and the Z-Rod & 
Double Disc having Pictish-Mithraic decodes 
(see Chapter 2)  and Christianity represented by 
the Latin Cross, this Stone indicates strong 
connections between these two beliefs. 
Fertility, wealth, status, strength & strong will 
are Celtic attributes associated with the bull 
which also has a Roman context being the 
emblem of several  legions. However, the 
relevance of the inclusion of the bull is not clear 
- Celtic attributes are more linked to human 
characteristics than a religious type belief; a 
Roman context is not likely as Christianity 
arrived in Pictland several centuries after the 
Roman military withdrawal.

4

PROOF



Hunting scenes are in two registers on the 
reverse side of the Stone - but not directly 
placed with the bull (a cow, perhaps) which 
itself is in a seemingly confrontational aspect 
with a beast with exaggerated claws. Maybe 
there is a biblical interpretation for the six 
figures in a boat. Adding to the complexity of 
the carvings, intertwined animals are alongside 
the sides of the Cross and geometric interlace 
on the reverse side.

Overall, the purpose of this book is to explore reasons why a space would have been shared, the 
impact and the consequences.

In an attempt to pinpoint some broad timeframes for the carving of the range of Stones in these 
Investigations, Pictish-Mithraism is assessed as appearing after the withdrawal of Septimius 
Severus around 212 CE and Christianity became established during and after Columba's visit to 
Inverness around 570 CE. People staying in Caledonia  continuing with their Mithraic beliefs 
were very likely isolated from the Roman Empire and their descendants not influenced by any 
Roman / Pictish clashes in the 4th century and Christianity becoming the official religion of the 
Roman Empire in 380. Arguably those practicing Mithraism in Caledonia (more precisely 
Pictland)  would not have needed to readily give up their beliefs in favour of a religion that was 
being enforced in geographies far distant from them. 

Shared Space context has not just been constrained to religious beliefs - although that is a focus. 
Interaction of carved text, whether miniscule, Ogham or otherwise with any mix of Celtic, 
Mithraic or Christian symbols has been evaluated as has any identifiable reasoning behind 
adding in battle and hunting scenes. In many cases these scenes have been integral to the 
design and layout of a Stone suggesting a plan for a Stone's content in advance of carving.

In Chapter 5 Investigation 4 the evaluation for 
Cossans is that there is a Shared Space for P-M 
and Christian beliefs that are complementary 
to one another, that a Celtic relationship is not 
apparent and what the author has called 
"seemingly-non-religious carvings" are also 
accommodated.

Cossans, St Orland's - reverse side  ↓
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2 Mithraism and Pictish Symbols

Initial examples of Pictish Symbol Stones had mainly geometric objects that this author 
considers to represent a version of Mithraic religious belief. Popular in the Roman military but 
derived from an earlier following, Mithraism was practiced in the time of the Empire's presence 
in Britannia. A brief explanation of the belief follows, leading to how the Symbols were decoded 
and what they mean. These objects were later carved on Stones with Christian symbols.

This picture is a bust of Mithras as he would have been considered in 
the time of the Roman Empire; complete with what was his trade-
mark Phrygian cap. Fundamental to Mithraism, as is the case with 
most forms of religion, are man-made stories and religious beliefs 
created for a specific and fundamental purpose – a life beyond death, 
for example, therefore a source of solace or comfort. This, in itself, 
would have caused a following to build up.

The geographical and chronological origins are generally seen as:-
► Mithra - a Persian God preceding then absorbed into the Zoroastrian belief set, 
► Mitra - an Indian God within the pantheon of Vedic Hinduism and 
► Mithras - the Graeco-Roman version that was followed about the time of the Roman 
presence in what is now called Britain and across continental Europe and North Africa.

The latter is familiarly referred to as Roman Mithraism. The Mystery of Mithras had a cult 
following during the time of the expansion of the Roman Empire. It was based on the previous 
Persian version and was practiced across the Empire, being particularly popular within the army. 
Roman Mithraism started to decline with Christianity becoming the “state” religion but may 
have survived in modified form into, at least, the immediate post-Roman period.

Walbrook Tauroctony, London. ↓   
Realising the similarity of the shape of the Z-
Rod on Pictish Symbol Stones and the shape 
made by the torches of Cautes and Cautopates 
on the Mithraic Tauroctony in the Museum of 
London marked the start of the author 
discovering a prospective connection. Looking 
towards the Tauroctony to the viewer’s left is 
Cautes (representing the morning star and 
spring equinox) and to the right Cautopates 
(representing the evening star and autumn 
equinox). Relative to Mithras Cautes is on his 
right and Cautopates on his left. 

Author's picture courtesy of the Museum of London.
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The most numerous Symbols on the Stones are the so-called V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Z-Rod & 
Double Disc, Pictish Beast and Comb. Collectively these account for two thirds of the Symbols. 
Several other shapes have been decoded but there is sufficient relevant structure in these 
examples to amply demonstrate that the Pictish Symbol Stones were used within the practice of 
a version of the Mysteries of Mithras. These are detailed at the www.pictish-mithraism.com 
website. Within many religious beliefs there is a great interest in the “afterlife”, in immortality 
and the travel of the soul on death – Mithraism is no exception. The following are the most 
frequent Symbols - with their decodes - to be seen on the Stones in this book. These decodes 
are all in the context of this variant of Mithraic belief i.e. Pictish Mithraism - specifically named 
"Pictish" not suggesting it was the Picts who created it but because it was practiced in the 
geography of Pictland.

What might be labelled "Mystery of Mithras" objects on the Pictish Symbol Stones are those 
geometric carvings which correspond to elements of the Mithraic belief and are, in effect, 
obscured requiring explanation e.g. to an initiate. In all there are seven such objects - the V-Rod 
& Crescent, Mirror, Z-Rod & Double Disc and Comb (described in detail below) plus the Mirror 
Case [rock birth of Mithras], Double Disc Alone [structure of the universe] and Triple Disc [Zodiac 
with Cancer and Capricorn gates].  A further three carvings each show, in different perspectives, 
the layout or construction of a Mithraic Temple (Mithraeum) as it would have been seen by a 
follower. Finally, carvings of two "creatures" - the Serpent and so-called Pictish Beast - can be 
traced to having backgrounds deriving from Persian mythology.  Altogether these carvings have 
been decoded by the author in the context of a Mithraic belief.

The V-Rod and Crescent, the most numerous of the 
Symbols on the Stones, has been decoded as representing 
the travel of the soul on birth and on death. Rather than a 
“V”, the lines are directional arrows, the angle between 
them represents the passage of time between the arrival of 
the soul on birth, into mortality, and its departure on 
death, into immortality. 

The Crescent is the sky-ward view from Earth, across the horizon to the moving Planets and the 
fixed stars of the Celestial Sphere – beyond is Heaven. The symbolism should, therefore, be 
spiritually comforting as the upward facing, returning arrow is suggesting there is not absolute 
finality on death – this is an enticement to follow Mithraism. The Celestial Sphere can be 
considered to contain the Milky Way – astrologically the home of the soul. Astrologically souls 
descend on birth through the Gate of Cancer and ascend after death through the Gate of 
Capricorn. This suggests that the upward arrow passes through the Celestial Sphere at the 
Capricorn “gate”.

When investigating Mithraism in more depth it became clear that other Symbols might 
represent aspects of this religious belief – such as the V in the V-Rod being two separate but 
connected directional arrows so tying in with the travel of the soul on birth and death. By re-
evaluating what had been taught at school about the Roman Empire not extending beyond the 
Antonine Wall led to thinking about who might have created the Stones other than the Picts. 
The result was a breakthrough in decoding the Symbols and the discovery of a previously 
unknown religious belief which the author has called Pictish-Mithraism.
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The Mirror circles can be considered to depict relationships between 
the Zodiac, Planets and the Earth. Many instances have small 
connected circles similar to the Double Discs seen with Z-Rods – these 
represent the Earth, Planets and Celestial Sphere. A larger circle (as 
alongside) is the Zodiac – here more obvious in the “ring” version 
(rather than the “solid” one) as that is how the Zodiac is shown in 
Mithras group statuary in Roman Mithraea.
Where the Double Disc meets or overlaps the Zodiac circle this point can be considered to be 
Capricorn. A link between the V-Rod & Crescent and Mirror Symbols involving Capricorn can, 
therefore, be made – the soul on its return to Heaven. A further decode for the Mirror Symbol is 
the concept of a contract between Mithras and the universe and all it contains – between the 
intangible and tangible.

Further reinforcing the importance of the Capricorn constellation is 
the decode for the Pictish Beast. From its shape the Pictish Beast can 
be seen as the “sea goat” which is the sign of Capricorn. A background 
to the meaning of this Symbol is at the end of this Chapter.

On a Symbol Stone the Pictish Beast could act as a “pointer” to that Constellation in the skyward 
view and enable, with reference to the V-Rod & Crescent, an explanation of the travel of the 
soul back to Heaven on death. With a fundamental Mithraic belief of the soul enduring in 
immortality on a person’s death the significance of signposting the portal to Heaven (which also 
features in the Mirror Symbol) is reinforced.

Several aspects of Mithraism are evident in the Z-Rod & Double Disc Symbol. In Mithraea, 
Cautes and Cautopates as companions of Mithras indicate, with their torches, life / death, light / 
darkness and the equinoxes – these are the arms of the “Z” (Mithras is the joining line).

The concentric circles of the Double Discs represent the Earth, the moving Planets and the fixed 
stars of the Constellations in the Celestial Sphere. The “waist” effect of the lines that connect 
the Discs gives a three-dimensional representation of a dough-ring type shape – this is 
significant as it suggests the concept of a “contained” universe.

With the line joining the arms of the “Z” always drawn on Stones so that it overlays the 
connection between the Double Discs, we can see that Mithras is external to the contained 
universe. Being external to it he is also able to rotate the Universe from outside – an aspect 
brought forward from Persian Mithraism.
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Comb Symbols can allude to the Mithraic belief of the soul’s steps via 
the Planets between the Celestial Sphere and the Earth at one’s birth 
(into mortality) and back the way to immortality on one’s death - as if 
climbing a ladder. Such carvings become particularly relevant when 
they have 7 “teeth” as there were 7 Mithraic grades and 7 Planets 
(including, at the time, the Sun and Moon).

Inveravon Stone 1

These are the main symbols that are commented upon in Chapter 5 Investigations. Detail about 
the Pictish Stones and Mithraism is in the author's book Pictish-Mithraism the Religious Purpose 
of the Pictish Symbol Stones published by Austin Macaulay and available via Amazon and other 
booksellers.

By considering the full range of decoded Symbols a comprehensive picture of how Mithraic 
belief and how it was practiced can be seen. Basically there are three types of  Symbol which 
have been decoded - a) those that were created to geometrically represent an aspect of 
Mithraic belief [as described above], b) portrayals of the physical layout of the Mithraic temple 
and c) "creatures" significant in explaining the belief. In total 12 objects all of which have 
"belief" connotations have been identified.

Mithraic Temples are relatively straightforward to decode because each shows the layout or 
construction of a Mithraeum as it would have been seen by an initiate. 

There are 18 examples of what is described as a Horseshoe or Arch - 
this one is at Strathpeffer and has the adornment of concentric circles 
typically seen with the Z-Rod & Double-Disc. Two meanings are 
suggested for the shape - the view into a Mithraeum or from it 
towards the Celestial Sphere; both are instructional.

This design of Tuning Fork is on the Craigmyle and Strathmiglo Stones - 
it symbolises the view into a Roman Mithraeum with parallel side 
benches leading to towards the Tauroctony scene whilst alluding to 
the curved roof.

Of the 16 Notched Rectangle objects 11 are with Z-Rods. They 
represent the shape and layout of a Mithraeum, in some cases with 
indentations which equate to the niches which would have housed 
statues – typically Cautes and Cautopates (as the Tyrie and Birnie 
examples alongside). The addition of the Z-Rod reinforces the 
presence of the statues of the torch bearers.
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With backgrounds deriving from Persian mythology are two Creatures - the Serpent and so-
called Pictish Beast. 

There are 26 Serpent (aka snake) objects 11 of which are 
with Z-Rods; alongside is a sketch of the one at Newton 
House. The Hydra constellation (serpent) connects Cancer 
and Capricorn, the points where the soul leaves heaven on 
birth and re-enters on death.
Adding to the challenge of explaining the relevance of carved objects on Symbol Stones, the 
Serpent is not only listed in Chapter 3 as having Celtic attributes but has a Roman mythology 
context as well giving each instance of the carving several prospective interpretations (or none).

Having the fourth highest number of occurrences on Symbol Stones ( 51 versus the V-Rod & 
Crescent at 90, Mirror 62, Z-Rod & Double Disc 56) the so-called Pictish Beast is the only non-
geometric carving apart from the Serpent (with its various interpretations). Various descriptions 
have been given to this Symbol ranging from the non-committal Pictish Beast to the very specific 
Pictish Dolphin and less practical Pictish Elephant. Carvings of the Pictish Beast are almost 
identical in style, the only variants being left or right facing (nearly 3/4 are right facing) and 
angle of incline.

Research into fore-runner beliefs leading to Mithraism stepped back into Assyrian history with a 
beast called “mushhushshu” or sirrush who was supposed to have protected many of the 
supreme Gods such as Marduk, the city God of Babylon, who came to prominence around 1500 
BCE – the same period as Persian Mithra. Chronologically speculative linkages with aspects of 
Persian and Roman Mithraic beliefs and associated creatures finally led to a description by 
Porphyry of "a hole in the sphere of fixed stars leading to heaven" - astrologically the gate of 
Capricorn. 

The story of the mythological association of Capricornus / Capricorn originated with the 
Babylonians and Sumerians. The Sumerians knew it as the goat-fish, SUHUR-MASH-HA, while the 
Babylonian star catalogues dating back to 1000 BC mention the Constellation as 
MUL.SUHUR.MAŠ, also meaning “goat fish"; it was a symbol of their god Ea. Ancient Greek 
myths have a legend about Chronos, the god of time, creating an immortal sea goat, Pricus, 
who, when he dies, must spend eternity in the sky as Capricorn. Hence, the attraction and draw 
within a "belief" of a creature that is central to a story resulting in its immortality.

Turning to the context of Roman legions, six have been identified that used the Capricorn as an 
emblem - I Adiutrix, II Adiutrix, II Augusta, IV Sythica, XIV Gemina and XXI Rapax. In the period of 
Roman military presence in Britannia, II Augusta was headquartered at Isca (Caerleon, near 
Newport, South Wales) from about 75 to 300 AD. 

In 122, II Augusta helped to build Hadrian's Wall and in 142 helped to build the Antonine Wall as 
recorded on a distance slab found at Carleith Farm, Duntocher, West Dunbartonshire [pictures 
on the next page].
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The photograph of this milestone is courtesy 
of The Hunterian Museum, Glasgow.

Another distance slab found at Summerston Farm near Balmuildy Roman fort has, on the right, a 
Capricorn relief carving - the emblem of II Augusta.

Inscriptions of the Legio II Augusta were found on fragments of masonry at Carpow timing to the 
campaigns of Septimius Severus (early 3rd century). 

Perhaps such carvings of Capricornus give a "belief" connection with the so-called Pictish Beast 
and are its origin influencing its design.

Carvings of animals, birds and fish - Celtic or Roman ?

In many texts writers consider that Pictish Standing Stones have basically two kinds of carvings - 
Christian and "pagan". The Christian stones are easily identified - all have carvings of Crosses, 
some have the addition of biblical story scenes. So-called "enigmatic" geometric objects (most of 
which the author has decoded as having Mithraic meaning) are given the "pagan" label. 
However, there are many other carvings of people individually and in groups, hunting scenes, 
beasts with exaggerated claws, various recognisable animals, birds, fish, centaurs, fish monsters, 
Ogham writing, interlaced animals etc. Surprisingly no examples are of a style to have 
correlation with any animals  known in Scandinavian mythology (such as horse, deer, wolf or 
boar) - some similarity was expected but a prototype for any Pictish Symbol did not appear. 
Several carvings of animals, birds and fish can be associated alongside Celtic beliefs.

Celtic symbols
Compiling the list of those Celtic symbols that appear on Pictish Symbol Stones resulted in a 
relatively narrow range of 10 items listed below. Other revered items include - bear, beaver, 
hawk, hazelnut, owl, pig, raven, swan, butterfly, tree (e.g. ash, oak) - which are not on any of the 
Stones.  "Attributes" of the symbols include physical aspects (e.g. strength, keen sight, stamina, 
endurance) and "softer skills" such as companionship, faithfulness, wisdom and intelligence.
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Boar

Bull

Deer

Dog

Eagle

It is assumed that all the objects are carved on the Stones for a specific purpose. However, a 
conclusion cannot be made for the objects listed below to all have been carved by someone for 
a Celtic purpose - some may be as parts of scenes (such as hunting) others may coincidentally 
have a Celtic interpretation but be there for another reason. When any linkage with a Mithraic 
or Christian object is being evaluated it is always with reference to the "attributes" of the Celtic 
object not just the object itself. 

Whenever it is determined in the Investigations that a specific animal, bird or fish carving on a 
Stone is considered to be there in the context of having a Celtic significance the reason why is 
indicated; as is any potential correlation with another carved object. 

Roman contexts - military and mythology
Specific Legion and army-wide emblems included the boar, bull and eagle - each of these has 
Celtic attributes. However, the spread-eagle style used on Roman standards is not seen in these 
Stones (the bird in each case looks as if it is standing, wings tucked in, on the ground). In Roman 
mythology snakes were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave - in assessing carvings of 
snakes/serpents this is a further interpretation as the snake/serpent features widely in Mithraic 
belief and has Celtic attributes.

Celtic attributes and Roman context
The following 10 animals, birds and fish that have been carved on Pictish Stones have Celtic 
attributes. A potential Roman context (military or mythology) is also assessed. 

Celtic attributes - wisdom, long life, swiftness, strength, keen sight, knowledge of 
magic.
Roman context (military) - emblem of V Macedonica legion. The Eagle is on the 
ubiquitous Roman Army Standard.
Additionally, the Eagle conveys the powers and messages of the spirit; it is man's 
connection to the divine because it flies higher than any other bird.

Celtic attributes - royalty, bravery, prowess in battle, cunning, ferocious.
Roman context (military) - emblem of I Italica, X Fretensis and XX Valeria Victrix 
legions. XX Valeria Victrix was involved with the construction of Hadrian's Wall and 
the Antonine Wall. It served in the Septimius Severus Caledonia campaign and would 

Celtic attributes - fertility, wealth, status, strength, strong will.
Roman context (military) - emblem of I Germanica, III Gallica, III Parthica, IV 
Macedonica, VI Ferrata, VI Victrix, VII Claudia, VIII Augusta, IX Hispana and X Gemina 
legions. A VI Victrix inscription on a roof tile at Carpow suggests a presence there. Like 
XX Valeria Victrix this legion was also involved with the construction of Hadrian's wall 
and the Antonine Wall.

Celtic attributes - messenger/guide from otherworlds, vision, patient.
Roman context - none known.
Additionally, Life, power, virility and longevity are further attributes.

Celtic attributes - strength, companionship, protection, loyalty, good luck.
Roman context - none known.
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Goose

Horse

Salmon

Serpent

Wolf

Roman context - none known.
Additionally, it is specifically admired in being able to exist in salt and fresh water and 
to return to its spawning grounds - maybe these are reflected in the Celtic attribute of 
its wisdom. Salmon in a full life cycle generally are born and die in the same place.

Celtic attributes - long / eternal life, curious, communicator. Because it casts its skin 
annually it was considered to be a symbol of regeneration.
Roman context (mythology) - snakes were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave.

Other context - a Pictish-Mithraic Symbol usually associated with a Straight or Z Rod; 
the Hydra constellation (serpent) connects Cancer and Capricorn, the points where 
the soul leaves and re-enters heaven. A single serpent could represent the rod of 
Asclepius; two intertwined serpents could represent the Caduceus which in Roman 
mythology was carried by Mercury the messenger of the gods.

Celtic attributes - hearth, home.
Roman context - none known.
Additionally, there is a Christian meaning of Holy Spirit translating to wild goose.

Celtic attributes - sovereignty, political power, endurance, faithfulness.
Roman context - none known.

Celtic attributes - wisdom, esoteric knowledge.

Celtic attributes - cunning, intelligent, read signs of nature.
Roman context - none known.

Of the 10 main animal, bird and fish carvings across the Class 1 and 2 Stones that have Celtic 
attributes  4 have prospective Roman context. In the Shared Space Investigations in Chapter 5 it 
is necessary to consider each example of these particular carvings and determine whether they 
have Celtic attributes, Roman context, neither or both. 

This first step in the evaluation then determines if any of the animal, bird or fish carvings has 
another possible interpretation; for example, a horse does not have any other meaning than a 
mode of transport when in a battle scene; a bird (such as an eagle) can be part of a hunting 
scene.
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An initial analysis of Celtic symbols, by Stone, is at Appendix A.

Commentary:-
By considering the attributes of the 10 Celtic animal, bird and fish objects, by Stone, 
an initial analysis shows the difficulty in interpreting their relevance or otherwise in 
the context of other carved objects. Decoding of Christian and Mithraic symbolism 
and any commonality between them is almost straightforward compared with 
understanding the relevance of Celtic objects. For example, the Cross in its standard 
forms is clearly recognisable as Christian (Chapter 4) and the objects of Mithraic origin 
are listed in Chapter 2 as being evolved into Pictish-Mithraism. Celtic objects need 
individual interpretation by Stone - not just looking up a list. 

Not only is there the added complication of prospective Roman context but also 
perhaps no Celtic relevance at all - some animals, birds and fish are just as they are as 
parts of, for example, a hunting scene. This Appendix does not aim to make any 
conclusions as each Stone is subjected to a full evaluation in the Investigations. It is 
here to enable the reader to consider the challenge of evaluating the Celtic objects in 
advance of  the Investigations.

Appendix B explores a connection between Stones, Eagles and the Roman Army.

Commentary:-
Each Roman Army Legion carried an Eagle standard. In each of the 16 instances of an 
Eagle on a Symbol Stone there are objects that can be decoded with Mithraic 
interpretation and other carvings, particularly with Christian significance. With such a 
mix of objects it is useful to identify which Eagle Stones might have a direct 
connection with the Roman Army and which might serve other purposes not least 
because of potential Celtic attributes. 
Some of the Stones with Eagles are near Roman sites - for example Tillytarmont (4) 
with an Eagle and Pictish Beast is near Burnfield, Auchinhove and Muiryfold camps. 
Tyrie, Birnie and Dandaleith Stones have an Eagle and the P-M Symbol which has 
been decoded as representing the inside of a Mithraeum which perhaps suggests the 
carver had actually seen inside such a Roman-Mithraic temple strengthening the case 
for a Roman connection.

Appendix C explores a connection between Stones, Boars and a Roman Legion.

Commentary:-
In the time of the Roman Empire the Boar was the symbol of the Twentieth Legion. 

Two Stones near Loch Ness may reinforce that there was a Roman army presence 
further north than generally regarded. 
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4 Christianity - Crosses and Biblical Stories

In the Allen and Anderson 1903 publication Early Christian Monuments of Scotland (ECMS) 
carvings of Christian and other objects were encompassed. In a way the book title was a 
misnomer. Christian objects - primarily specific designs of crosses - were not only easily 
identifiable but their context readily explained within the majority religious belief in Scotland at 
the time. Less explicable even nowadays, and still considered by some as "enigmatic", were 
those other carvings referred to as Symbols (introduced in this book in Chapter 1). Adding to the 
mix are carvings that are neither Christian nor Symbols - animals, birds and fish that could have 
had a Celtic origin. Making interpretation of the carvings even more difficult are scenes of 
people and animals which could be commemorating, for example, battles or recording Biblical 
Stories. Ornamental designs, mainly decorative but in some cases incorporated into Cross and 
Symbol patterns, do not appear to require symbolic interpretation as such. 

A form of codification across all the monuments in ECMS was created by Allen and Anderson. It 
is still used albeit in recent years challenged but without alternative replacement. Three 
groupings were created as, basically, Class 1 for those monuments having symbols only, Class 2 
with symbols and Christian Crosses and Class 3 with Christian Crosses and no symbols. As 
previously mentioned this book is concerned with Class 1 and Class 2 as these are the Stones 
that might have different beliefs in a Shared Space. Class 3 with Christian carvings exclusively 
does not qualify for Shared Space consideration. However, it is on both Class 2 and Class 3 
stones that have both Crosses and Biblical Scenes.

Crosses are mainly of the so-called Latin type but there are examples of Greek Crosses and many 
variations in detail. Where the arms and shaft intercept there are square angles, square hollow 
angles (like a cut out), round hollow angles, round hollow angles with a connecting ring etc. - the 
last two designs are the most numerous.

The Latin/Christian Cross predominates (59 examples) and mainly with interlace patterns. 
Probably the plainest is at Deer – no interlace just an incised Cross shape. Several are 
incomplete and the shape is extrapolated.  Not all comply with the typical Latin style e.g. Migvie 
combines the Greek style cross with an extended descending arm, Aberlemno Roadside 2 is 
similar but with a much more elongated descending arm and St Vigeans 2 has the extended arm 
but the top of the cross is broken off. Several crosses have bosses (e.g. Aberlemno Roadside 2) ,  
drilled through circles (e.g. Fordoun) or sunk circles (e.g. Meigle 1) or cut out circles (e.g. 
Dunfallandy) at the joins of the arms. Some are of the “Celtic” design i.e. with a circle 
surrounding the cross arm area. Clear examples are at Aberlemno, Cossans, Gask and St 
Madoes. There are 3 examples of the square, or, as typically described, Greek Cross at Fordoun, 
Ulbster and Rosemarkie. They are like a Latin cross but without the descending arm.
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The incomplete Cross Fitchée at Pabbay, Barra bears resemblance to the style of a St Thomas 
Cross. From incision cuts considered to have been added to a Class 1 stone (3 other simple Latin 
cross stones nearby – one of which is Fitchée). Another variant is at Rosemarkie – the Crosslet 
Cross comprising four Latin crosses arranged at right angles to each other i.e. a square cross 
with the ends of each arm crossed.  The style of the cross at the ends of the arms is similar to a 
Cross Quadrate (a Cross with a square at the intersection point). This is the only known type of 
this Cross on a Symbol Stone – it is enhanced by being place in a decorated square with 4 
bosses. St Moluag is associated with a very similarly styled Cross.

A selection of Crosses and examples of their locations follows. These are taken from the ECMS 
book and, for completeness, cover more than those Crosses seen on Pictish Symbol Stones. 
Crosses on specific Stones are referred to in Investigations 2, 3 and 4.

Dunfallandy has two clear instances of biblical stories. On close 
inspection a beast appears to be biting or throwing up a person – 
maybe alluding to the biblical Jonah coming out of the mouth of the 
whale (or fish). Two people facing one another with a Cross between 
them are said to represent Saints Paul and Anthony who were 
contemporary - if indeed one of these seated figures is Saint Anthony 
maybe there is a tie in with some of the objects on the Cross side of 
the Stone which might portray the temptations of the Saint together 
with the story of Anthony seeing angels ascending with the soul of Paul 
when he died. Other clearly Christian objects are the angels alongside 
the lower arm of the Cross.

Jonah coming out of the 
mouth of the whale.

David rending the jaws of the lion is a biblical story carved on the Aberlemno Roadside 2 slab. 
On the weathered Gask Stone there is a carving seemingly representing David as the lion killer. 
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Robed figure

Enthroned figure

Kirriemuir 1 shows what is thought to be St Paul and St Anthony alongside a robed figure in the 
upper register on the back of the slab. The enthroned figure in the lower register of the reverse 
side and the book-clutching ecclesiastics on the Cross side may not represent biblical stories as 
such but collectively there is more Christian iconography here than on most Class 2 Stones.

St Paul and St Anthony

Book-clutching ecclesiastics

Later widespread movement to Christianity as it was adopted in Caledonia would, predictably, 
have prompted a time for change from other religious beliefs. At some stage during this change 
it is apparent from these Investigations and as outlined in the Pictish-Mithraism book, that an 
edict to change was not apparent and that there was acceptance of the Pictish-Mithraic beliefs. 
Perhaps the "new" religion held attraction for those who the Christians regarded as "pagans" (a 
label typically used nowadays with a rather pejorative connotation) and there was a period of 
transition - a key theme appearing from these Investigations.
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5

The Investigations centre on exploring four prospective Shared Space combinations:-
1 - Mithraic + Celtic
2 - Mithraic + Christian

3 - Celtic + Christian
4 - Mithraic + Celtic + Christian 

Investigations - exploring "Shared Space" combinations

Initially the plan was to see if any types of religious beliefs have a connection between one 
another but because of the range of non-religious carved objects on the Stones it was decided 
to consider every item and their prospective association, meaning or interpretation. An 
additional outcome could be a linkage between recognised religious objects with non-religious 
ones. 

Specifically only Pictish "Symbol" Stones are considered here as it is 
from these so-called Class 1 and 2 Stones that the author has proposed 
the symbols can be decoded in a Mithraic sense. This does not apply to 
so-called Class 3 Stones which are entirely Christian. With the Stones 
generally located in what has been called Pictland (nowadays generally 
Angus, Aberdeen and Moray) and specific carvings having a Mithraic 
meaning, the author uses the term Pictish-Mithraism [P-M] - a belief 
he has proposed was adopted from Roman-Mithraism, adapted and 
practiced in Pictland. P-M symbols are decoded at www.pictish-
mithraism.com 
Stones with animal, bird and fish carvings are evaluated in terms of potential Celtic attributes or 
Roman context, neither or both. Christianity is readily recognised with well known Cross designs 
and representation of some biblical stories.

In addition, for completeness, a 5th Investigation covers those Stones that have only either 
Pictish-Mithraic or Celtic objects.

For each Class 1 and Class 2 Stone a table was populated, tick-box fashion, based on types of 
carved objects. From this Stones were allocated to Investigations as appropriate.

Stone Name

Types of Carved Objects

Pictish -
Mithraic

Animal / Bird / Fish Christian 
Cross

People / 
Scene

Undecoded / 
OghamCeltic 

attributes
Roman 
context

Analysis and Evaluation was carried out for each Stone within each of the Investigations.
Evaluation was focused on these possible outcomes when looking for Shared Space:-

Complementary between beliefs - sharing a common thread.
Implied Acceptance of beliefs - no common thread but space shared.
Relationship not apparent.
Prospective Roman context - when applicable for animal, bird or fish carvings.
In addition for People / Scene and Undecoded / Ogham a label "seemingly non-
religious carvings are accommodated" is added.
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Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y

Dandaleith Y Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y
Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y

Investigation 1 - Mithraic and Celtic beliefs

Each of the 28 Stones in the listings below variously has carvings of Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and 
carvings of Animals, Birds and Fish which are known to have been revered in Celtic beliefs - 
some of which also have Roman associations. The intent is to determine whether these latter 
carvings may represent Celtic beliefs or have a Roman context (military or mythology) - or 
otherwise - then to assess if the meaning of such a carved object is complementary to the 
Mithraic decodes or, alternatively, if the Shared Space suggests an acceptance of beliefs. 

Objects decoded as Pictish-Mithraic are described in Chapter 2; the animals, birds and fish seen 
on these Stones are listed in Chapter 3. New Bigging (rectangle symbol), Rhynie Old Church 1 
(cup marks) and Upper Manbean (fish monster) - have "undecoded" carvings i.e. objects not 
deciphered as P-M or otherwise. Inchyra has an Ogham inscription.

Stone Name

Types of Carved Objects

Pictish -
Mithraic

Animal / Bird / Fish
Ogham & 

Undecoded
Celtic 

attributes
Roman 
context

Aberlemno Roadside 1
Birnie
Brough of Birsay
Craigmyle

Drumbuie 2
Dunrobin
Easterton of Roseisle
Edderton
Fyvie 2
Inchyra
Inveravon 1
Keillor
Keith Hall
Kintore Churchyard
Knockando 2
Knocknagael
Knowe of Burrian
Newbigging, Leslie
Percylieu, Clatt
Rhynie, Craw Stane
Rhynie Old Church 1
Strathmiglo
Strathpeffer
Tillytarmont 1
Tillytarmont 4
Tyrie
Upper Manbean
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Each of these 28 Stones has carved objects indicated in italics.

Location

Investigation 1 - Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone

Note:- P-M = Pictish-Mithraic   as decoded in www.pictish-mithraism.com

    Pictish-Mithraic (P-M) Symbol   ↓  ↓  Animal, bird or fish

Aberlemno Roadside 1 Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror, 
Comb

Serpent

Eternal life, regeneration and life beyond the grave as Celtic meanings for the Serpent are 
consistent, in terms of belief, with the P-M Symbol decodes of heaven beyond the tangible 
universe, steps to heaven and the Capricorn gateway to heaven. Mithraic explanations for the 
serpent include the Milky Way and the Hydra Constellation. In Roman context, snakes (serpents) 
were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave. Collectively the carvings could be complementary 
between Celtic and P-M meaning plus Roman mythology extending to serpents in the Caduceus 
carried by Mercury the messenger of the gods. Alternatively all the carvings could be P-M only 
with the serpent having several decodes.
Evaluation - either a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs or P-M only 
(because of the P-M serpent decode) but both with a Roman mythology context.

Birnie Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle Eagle
Considering the Notched Rectangle part of the P-M Symbol showing the layout of a Mithraeum 
as used by members of the Roman military, there is, by association, a case for the Eagle 
equating to that seen by military personnel on Roman Army Standards. Celtic Attributes for the 
eagle do not seem to link with an interpretation of the Z-Rod.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Brough of Birsay Mirror Case, V-Rod & Crescent, 
Pictish Beast

Eagle

Each of the three P-M Symbols has a decode that can, in part, be connected with the others on 
this Stone - the zodiac, the universe and beyond to heaven with Capricorn as the gateway. The 
eagle has Celtic belief attributes; a further interpretation is as man's connection to the divine. A 
Shared Space is possible but maybe not just to a Celtic belief but another spiritual one as well. 
As the Eagle is on the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard this opens up (for consistency of 
interpretation) the prospect of a Roman presence in the Orkneys that previously has not been 
considered when researching the history of the Pictish Symbol Stones.                                                                                                          
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.
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Craigmyle Tuning Fork Serpent
Although listed in the RCAHMS "Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland" book as Notched Rectangle 
this faint carving is more like a Tuning Fork which is decoded as symbolising the view into a 
Roman Mithraeum. A relationship with any Celtic meaning for the serpent is not at all obvious - 
so less likely a complementary Shared Space but one of acceptance. With snakes (serpents) in 
Roman belief seen as tokens of life beyond the grave there may be a connection between the 
temple purpose of the Mithraeum.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. There could be a 
connection between the Mithraeum representation and a Roman mythology context.

Dandaleith Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle, 
Mirror, V-Rod & Crescent

Eagle

As the Eagle is on the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard maybe this reinforces the Roman 
background to the Notched Rectangle in P-M representing the layout of a Roman Mithraeum.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Drumbuie 2 Mirror Case, Mirror, Comb Salmon
From the detail of its tail and scales the fish is considered to be a salmon. This Stone may be part 
of Drumbuie 1, together covering a cist-like structure. Each of the three P-M Symbols has a 
decode that links them - universe, zodiac and soul travel. The salmon in Celtic mythology can 
represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated with physical aspects 
of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to death). Prospectively a strong linkage 
between the beliefs so any Sharing could be less on the basis of acceptance but more 
complementary.                                                               Evaluation - a Shared Space for 
complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Dunrobin Tuning Fork, Mirror, Comb Salmon
Assuming the fish is a salmon with wisdom and esoteric knowledge plus physical aspects of its 
travel and life cycle (from birth to death) with the Mirror and Comb representing aspects of the 
universe, zodiac and soul travel there does appear to be a complementary Celtic / P-M linkage. 
The Tuning Fork symbolising a view into a Roman Mithraeum relates to the other P-M symbols 
but not the Celtic. Found in 1854 it formed the capstone of a cist.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Easterton of Roseisle Notched Crescent, V-Rod & 
Crescent, Mirror, Comb

Goose, Salmon

Forming part of an irregular cist complete with evidence of burial, the case for the carvings 
reflecting religious beliefs seems to be high. One side of the Stone has clear P-M symbols with 
soul and its travel connotations. The Notched Crescent has not yet been decoded.  The salmon 
in Celtic mythology can represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated 
with physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to death). At minimum, 
two sets of beliefs seem to have been accommodated.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.
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Edderton Z-Rod & Double Disc Salmon
Perhaps there was a purpose behind the direction of the fish (appears to be a salmon) and one 
arm of the Z-Rod - maybe Cautes as a symbol of life but anything complementary is speculative.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Fyvie 2 Z-Rod & Double Disc Eagle
Not only does the Eagle have Celtic attributes of wisdom and "knowledge of magic" plus the 
wider belief of it being man's connection with the divine, it is also the emblem on the ubiquitous 
Roman Army Standard - adding additional  context. The Z-Rod & Double Disc is rich in Mithraic 
symbolism.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Inchyra Double Disc, Tuning Fork, Mirror Salmon x 2, Serpent

This Stone was found with boulders covering an inhumation burial. A salmon is carved on each 
side with an Ogham inscription on one narrow side and the top. With the clearly P-M carvings 
together on one side with a salmon (perhaps with some "wisdom" linkage) this leaves the 
serpent requiring interpretation. It points in the same direction as the salmon perhaps 
suggesting rebirth or regeneration in Celtic belief terms. The Romans saw snakes (serpents) as 
tokens of life beyond the grave. A Celtic / P-M Shared Space is apparent. If the Ogham is a later 
addition then the carver had no conflict with whatever the existing carvings meant.                                                                                                                                                              
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs maybe with a Roman 
mythology context.
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Inveravon 1 Mirror Case, Mirror, Comb Eagle
There are soul and its travel connotations with the three P-
M symbols - zodiac, universe, steps to heaven - 
complemented perhaps by the Eagle with its "knowledge 
of magic" or its flying high and making man's connection 
with heaven. The very clear style and depth of the lines 
plus the "dots" very much suggest the carving was done by 
one person. With its deep incise and clarity perhaps this 
Stone is not as old as other Class 1 Stones; maybe the 
carving has been recut. Aligning Celtic belief attributes 
with the interpretation of the P-M objects is tenuous. As 
the Eagle is on the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard 
perhaps a local past presence is a possibility.                                                                                             

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Keillor Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror, 
Comb

Wolf

Standing on a mound in which several cists containing urns have been found, Celtic attributes 
for the Wolf (cunning, intelligent, read signs of nature) have no connection with the three P-M 
carvings which symbolically link to one another.                                                                                              
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Keith Hall Z-Rod & Double Disc,  Mirror, 
Comb

Salmon

The P-M symbols complement one another - zodiac, universe, heaven, steps to heaven. 
Arguably a linking between physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to 
death) with the concept of the P-M spiritual travel of the soul.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Kintore Churchyard Triple Disc & Bar, V-Rod & 
Crescent, Pictish Beast

Salmon

With the Triple Disc & Bar and Salmon on one side and the Pictish Beast and V-Rod & Crescent 
on the other maybe pairs of "animal" to geometric object associations are suggested. However, 
in P-M belief, the V-Rod, Beast and Triple Disc are connected - soul travel from and to heaven in 
both the V-Rod and Triple Disc with the Beast as Capricorn representing the return gateway. 
Arguably a linking between physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to 
death) with the concept of the P-M spiritual travel of the soul. Sketches of both sides of this slab 
are on the next page.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.
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Kintore Churchyard 
both sides of slab

Knockando 2 Mirror, Comb Serpent
This Stone also has a flower (there are 2 on Class 1 and 7 on Class 2 Stones with, so far, 
undefined meaning). Like Aberlemno Roadside 1 the Serpent is at the top of the Stone but with 
the flower's presence the Possibly Celtic object is not adjacent to the P-M objects perhaps 
suggesting the Serpent is not in a P-M symbol context. However, there could be a link with the 
meaning of the Mirror and Comb with another Roman meaning of the Serpent as a token of life 
beyond the grave. Not a P-M only example but an acceptance of beliefs.
Evaluation - either a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs or P-M only 
(because of the P-M serpent decode) but both with a Roman mythology context.

Knocknagael Mirror Case Boar
Celtic attributes for the Boar include royalty, bravery, prowess in battle, cunning, ferocious 
nature; it was the emblem for 3 Roman Legions, significantly XX Valeria Victrix which served in 
the Septimius Severus Caledonian campaign. Mirror Case elements represent the rock birth of 
Mithras and his supporting the universe by holding the Zodiac. There are arguments for this 
Stone having a Roman Army association with a legion object but also Shared Space considering 
the Celtic attributes for the Boar.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If the Boar was 
intended as a representation of a Roman legion's emblem perhaps there were people from the 
Roman military in this geography.

Knowe of Burrian V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror Eagle
Being at the top of this Stone the belief in man's connection with the divine because the Eagle 
flies higher than any other bird tends to strengthen this interpretation - but this may be a 
relatively modern attribution. However, by adding the P-M V-Rod representing the travel of the 
soul plus the Mirror representing the Zodiac and in this design the connection with the Double 
Disc (seeming like a mirror handle), with the overlap point being the Capricorn gateway, then 
some form of spiritually Shared Space is a possibility. 

24

PROOF



Knowe of Burrian - continued
As the Eagle is on the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard this opens up (for consistency of 
interpretation) the prospect of a Roman presence in the Orkneys that previously has not been 
considered when researching the history of the Pictish Symbol Stones.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Newbigging, Leslie Mirror, Comb and Decorated 
Rectangle

Wolf

This fragment of red granite with two clear P-M Symbols - the Mirror and Comb - and an as yet 
undecoded Decorated Rectangle also has a Wolf with Celtic attributes of "cunning, intelligent 
and reads signs of nature". Certainly not complementary carvings but perhaps acceptance of 
beliefs - a similar rationale as that for Keillor.                                                                                                                   
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Percylieu, Clatt Horse-shoe Salmon
From the triangular shapes at the broken top of the Stone it has been considered there was a 
fish (prospectively the lower part of a Salmon) carving. A wide range of detail in the so-called 
Horseshoe / Arch designs makes them difficult to decode but the general shape suggests (as a P-
M decode) a view into or out of a Mithraeum.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Rhynie, Craw Stane Pictish Beast Salmon
Kintore Churchyard, Edderton and Dunrobin Stones also 
have the Salmon carved at the top. If the Salmon's wisdom 
is based on its ability to exist in salt and fresh water and to 
return to its spawning grounds where it dies then a linkage 
exists with the Pictish Beast which, as Capricorn, marks the 
gateway on the return path to heaven on death. Therefore,  
physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle could 
specifically be paralleled with the concept of the spiritual 
travel of the soul.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Rhynie, Old Church 1 V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Comb, 
Z-Rod & Double Disc

Beast's Head (Dog / Otter)

No other Stone has a carving quite like the "Beast's Head" which may represent a dog (revered 
in Celtic belief) and otter (perhaps as it is shown with short front legs) - an alternative is a not 
well executed carving of a Pictish Beast. The P-M Symbols are complementary to one another in 
terms of meaning but bear no relationship with the "Beast's Head". It is not possible to 
convincingly align the object with anything that represents Celtic beliefs. This Stone also has 
some cup markings which are not decoded.
Evaluation - not a Shared Space for different beliefs - P-M only.
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Strathmiglo Tuning Fork Deer's Head

Celtic attributes for the Goose include hearth and home; other symbolism for the Goose is not 
Celtic specific nor is a Roman context apparent. Unusually the Mirror here is shown without its 
usual co-symbol, the Comb, and both Mirror and Mirror Case have similar P-M Symbolic 
elements - universe, zodiac etc. Maybe the Goose has no interpretative significance related to a 
belief and is just a carving of a bird that could have been seen in the area.                                                                                                                                   
Evaluation - not a Shared Space for different beliefs - P-M only.

Tillytarmont 4 Pictish Beast Eagle
If the Eagle here is taken in the context of the 
Roman Army Standard maybe it is reaffirming 
their belief in some afterlife with the soul, on 
death, returning to heaven via the "gate" that 
is marked by Capricorn (in Pictish Mithraic 
terms the Pictish Beast). As a Celtic symbol 
maybe the Eagle is in a Shared Space within a 
context of accepting different beliefs.

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Messenger/guide from the other-worlds, vision, thorough and patient are Celtic attributes for 
the Deer in addition to life, power, virility and longevity - it may be doubtful that these would 
have extended to a carving of the head alone. Although categorised in the RCAHMS book on 
"Pictish Symbol Stones in Scotland" as a "Disc with Notched Rectangle" the carved object better 
aligns with the so-called Tuning Fork that in P-M terms symbolises a view into a Roman 
Mithraeum. There is nothing complementary between the two carvings and with the difficulty in 
determining what the Deer's Head might represent there is no case for determining the space 
was shared in way of acceptance of different beliefs.
Evaluation - not a Shared Space for different beliefs - P-M only.

Strathpeffer Horse-shoe Eagle
A clear linkage is not obvious between the Eagle's Celtic attributes and the Horseshoe / Arch as a 
representation of a) a view into the Roman Mithraeum and b) the Celestial Sphere. However, 
the spiritual view of the Eagle as man's connection to the divine fits well with the use of the 
Mithraeum as a place for pursuing Mithraic beliefs. As the Eagle is on the ubiquitous Roman 
Army Standard maybe this one reinforces the Roman background to the Horseshoe depicting 
the Roman Mithraeum.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Tillytarmont 1 Mirror, Mirror Case Goose
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No. Stones

A 6

B 1

C 4

D 1

E 10

F 3

G 3Either a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs or P-M 
only (because of the P-M serpent decode) but both with a Roman 
mythology context.

EagleZ-Rod & Notched RectangleTyrie
Confusingly sometimes called the "Raven" Stone, more like an Eagle but also referred to as a 
Goose. With the Notched Rectangle part of the P-M Symbol showing the layout of a Mithraeum 
used by members of the Roman military, there is, by association, a case for the Eagle being of 
the style seen on Roman Army Standards.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps there were people from the Roman military in this 
geography.

Upper Manbean Mirror, Comb and Fish Monster Serpent
Sufficiently well weathered to raise doubt about the Fish Monster carving such that it might be 
two separate carvings  - a fish together with a wolf's or dog's head; arguably undecoded. With 
the Serpent potentially having Celtic and/or Roman contexts and the Mirror and Comb being P-
M Symbols this Stone could have more than one evaluation.
Evaluation - either a Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs or P-M only 
(because of the P-M serpent decode) but both with a Roman mythology context.

Investigation 1 - Evaluation Outcomes

From the analyses by Stone, there are 7 Evaluation outcomes:-

Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Shared Space for complementary Celtic and P-M beliefs plus a Roman 
mythology context.

Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs.

Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs plus a 
Roman mythology context.

Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and P-M beliefs. If a 
Roman Eagle representation was intended perhaps there were people 
from the Roman military in these geographies:- Birnie; Brough of 
Birsay; Dandaleith; Fyvie 2; Inveravon 1; Knowe of Burrian; Strathpeffer; 
Tillytarmont 4 and Tyrie. Plus Knocknagael with its Boar carving.

Not a Shared Space for different beliefs - P-M only i.e. Rhynie Old 
Church 1, Strathmiglo and Tillytarmont 1.
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Boar 1 11
Deer's Head 1 1
Dog / Otter 1 2
Eagle 9 14
Goose 1 6
Salmon 10 4
Serpent 5 1
Wolf 2 4

6
6
3

Analysis of Occurrences of Objects - across all 28 Stones

Although the individual Evaluations above have shown which Stones appear to have been used 
as a Shared Space on a per-Stone basis, the following table prompts questions regarding the 
possible reasons for the higher occurrence of some objects and any inter-relationships. The 
numbers are totals of occurrences of objects across all 28 Stones:-

At Kintore, Churchyard the Stone (described as a block of granite) was found below ground level 
in the kirkyard, placed flat over a grave, and subsequently erected in a new stone base on the 
south side of the church in 1854; whether it was upright and reused as a gravestone or originally 
formed part of a cist is unclear.

Another object with both possibly Celtic and P-M only meaning is the Serpent giving evaluations 
ranging from "either Shared Space with Celtic and P-M meaning or P-M only" to the more 
conclusive "implied acceptance" of beliefs.

Animal, bird or fish Decoded as Pictish-Mithraic
Comb
Double Disc
Horse-shoe
Mirror
Mirror Case
Pictish Beast
Triple Disc & Bar
Tuning Fork
V-Rod & Crescent
Z-Rod & Double Disc
Z-Rod & Notched 

Having Celtic, other belief and Roman Army associations, the evaluation of the Eagle depends 
very much on context by Stone. For example, because an Eagle is placed with what is the 
representation of the layout of a Roman Mithraeum on the Birnie, Dandaleith and Tyrie Stones 
there is a case for a strong Roman connection because the Eagle is seen on the Roman Army 
Standard. With components of the Z-Rod & Double Disc having several Mithraic explanations the 
Symbol's positioning with the Eagle on the Fyvie 2 Stone also reinforces the Army connection. 
However, because of the range of P-M Symbols on some other Stones the evaluation is less sure -   
either Shared Space or P-M only. The number of Eagle occurrences might indicate its popularity 
in more than one set of beliefs. 

Whilst the Salmon can be considered to be in a Shared Space because of its Celtic attributes the 
strength of association from "complementary" to "implied acceptance" is variable by context. 
For example, Percylieu where the fish is only assumed to be a salmon is arguably "implied 
acceptance" whereas Inchyra with a range of meanings clearly places that Stone in the 
"complementary" category. 
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The "top 5" carvings for all Pictish Symbol Stones are the V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Z-Rod & 
Double Disc, Pictish Beast and Comb. For the 28 Stones in this investigation the occurrences of 
carvings of the V-Rod & Crescent are disproportionately low and those of the Comb and Mirror 
disproportionally high but this could be a function of comparing Stones from a specific sample 
with all Stones. On the surface there is not much to read into these figures.

Investigation 1 - Observations and Conclusions

The range of Evaluation Outcomes highlights the difficulty in determining whether what might 
possibly be Celtic animal, bird and fish objects actually are, then in evaluating whether those 
and the Pictish-Mithraic objects occupy a Shared Space. Having clear Celtic and Mithraic 
meaning the Serpent object has been particularly difficult to assess. In addition, the Eagle has a 
Celtic attribute and Roman military context. Of the 28 Stones with decoded P-M carvings only 7 
seem to have been carved with the Celtic and P-M Symbols specifically being complementary 
(Outcomes A and B together). Implied acceptance of different beliefs, rather than symbols being 
complementary, predominates (a potential 15 Stones - Outcomes C, D and E together) offset by 
3 others where the context suggests only P-M belief is being portrayed.   Because of the 
Serpent, 3 Stones - Aberlemno Roadside 1, Knockando 2 and Upper Manbean - are in the "either 
Shared Space with Celtic and P-M meanings or P-M only". 

Often the animal, bird and fish carvings are physically located in amongst P-M objects. Initially 
this suggested some sort of integration but for some of the Stones the particular object is 
considered to be in a "Pictish-Mithraic context / meaning only". Conversely some of the objects 
considered to have been placed to represent a Celtic belief could have served a purpose to 
explain a P-M Symbol (e.g. the Salmon and its life cycle and the P-M travel of the soul).

Further investigation shows that 4 slabs with salmon carvings are recorded as having been found 
associated with burials - Drumbuie as part of a cist-like structure, Dunrobin as a capstone of a 
cist, Easterton of Roseisle as part of an irregular cist and Inchyra associated with a series of 
boulders covering an inhumation burial. Perhaps the slabs were deliberately carved with objects 
from two beliefs - Mithraic and Celtic - with the specific purpose of being placed with the 
deceased. If "complementary" Shared Space is a correct evaluation this opens up several lines of 
questioning such as a) in the time period of P-M belief and Celtic belief were slabs used in 
creating or marking a burial place, b) could this indicate acceptability of practicing more than 
one belief (especially with after-death connotations), c) were such slabs just convenient 
construction material etc.? This will be reconsidered once all the Investigations into Mithraic /  
Celtic / Christian permutations are evaluated.
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Considering the very clear style and depth of lines plus the "dots" on the Inveravon 1 Stone it 
seemed apparent that the carving was done by one person. Relooking at the other 23 Shared 
Space instances it was apparent that the style and depth of lines were generally consistent by 
Stone irrespective of object. Whilst the carvings, in such cases, had potentially been done by one 
person what is unclear is whether that carver had personal familiarity with the objects or if they 
had been instructed by one or more people (representing each belief).

This selection of 28 Stones (of possibly Celtic animals, birds and fish with Pictish-Mithraic 
Symbols) contains the least complex combination of different sources of carved objects on 
Pictish Symbol Stones. Understanding whether there has been a deliberate intent to share the 
space on any individual Stone is, however, made complicated by some objects possibly having 
meaning in both Celtic and Mithraic beliefs (and, in some cases, other beliefs). 

Nonetheless, an overview is that three quarters (21) of the Stones considered do act as a Shared 
Space for both beliefs. Of those, the evaluation is that "implied acceptance" of the different 
beliefs in the same space is greater than their maybe being complementary. However, if the 
evaluations are correct, it is significant that two beliefs could be successfully accommodated on 
the same Stone - there is no evidence of deliberate defacing or wholesale removal. That opens 
up a whole sociological consideration that is beyond the intent of this current research. 

Outside the Shared Space categories are those carvings which have a lack of connection or 
relevance and those where the context has a strong Roman thread i.e. Symbols decoded as P-M 
plus an item from a Roman Standard. Of the latter, 6 of the 7 "P-M Only" Stones have an Eagle 
which was on the Roman Army Standard - reinforcing the prospect that the early Stones were 
created by military people who may have wished to include their emblem.

As a "bigger picture" round up this investigation has shown the difficulty in deciding whether the 
early Pictish Symbol Stones were created by people incoming to the "Pictish" geography for 
their own use (perhaps "stayers" from a withdrawing Roman military as suggested in the Pictish-
Mithraism texts), if some of the indigenous population somehow had access to and "acquired" 
the Mithraic beliefs or if there was a sharing of beliefs or, at minimum, mutual acceptance. 
These outcomes will be further considered with the output from all the Investigations.
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Investigation 2 - Mithraic and Christian beliefs

In this Investigation, Mithraic belief is again in the sense of Pictish-Mithraism as decoded in 
www.pictish-mithraism.com. With a focus on Mithraic and Christian beliefs, there are no animal, 
bird or fish carvings to evaluate in terms of prospective Celtic attributes or Roman context 
(military or mythology); horses, for example, are all in hunting scenes. Christian belief is 
represented on these Class 2 Stones by a Cross. Class 3 Stones are not included as they do not 
have any Mithraic objects.

For those Stones with Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and Christian Crosses two lists have been 
produced:-   

this Investigation (No 2) of 38 Stones which variously have carvings of Pictish-Mithraic 
Symbols plus Christian Crosses and related carvings suggesting a Christian belief 
meaning and

a further Investigation (No 4) with P-M, Christian items and also carvings of animals, 
birds and fish with Celtic attributes.

The intent is to assess if the meaning of the carvings is complementary between any of the 
Mithraic decodes and any of the Christian belief objects or if, by Stone, there is a Shared Space 
based on implied acceptance of beliefs. Adding to the complexity of deciding what might relate 
to a belief, 21 of these Stones have carvings noted as "people / scene"; 23 have objects that are 
"undecoded".

In each instance where there is a Christian Cross on a Stone the assumption is made that it 
represents the range of aspects (spiritual etc.) considered to be Christian belief and 
understanding at the time (approximately early middle ages). P-M Symbols that would, for 
example, involve belief in travel of the soul include V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Comb and Pictish 
Beast - their presence would, at minimum, suggest "implied acceptance" of beliefs. Greater 
numbers and more types of such Symbols tends to strengthen the likelihood of P-M and 
Christian carvings deliberately being "complementary".

Stones with carvings that are listed as "People / Scene" and "Undecoded" are categorised 
together as seemingly-non-religious carvings in the Evaluations. There is no  suggestion that 
those indicated as "Undecoded" are not significant with regard to a form of belief - it is just that 
we currently do not know what they mean or might have meant.
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Stone Name

Types of Carved Objects

Pictish -
Mithraic

Christian 
Cross

People / 
Scene

Ogham & 
Undecoded

Aberlemno Church
Aberlemno Roadside 2
Alyth
Balluderon
Brodie, Rodney's Stone
Dyce 2
Elgin
Fordoun
Formaston, Aboyne
Gask
Gellyburn, Murthly
Glenferness
Hilton of Cadboll
Kingoldrum
Kinnedar 2
Kirriemuir 1
Largo
Logierait 1
Maiden Stone
Meigle 3
Meigle 4
Meigle 7
Migvie
Monifieth 1
Monymusk
Pabbay
Raasay
Rosemarkie
Rossie Priory
Scoonie
St Madoes
St Vigeans 6
Strathmartine K'yard 3
Strathmartine K'yard 4
Strathmartine K'yard 6
Tarbat
Wester Denoon
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Each of these 38 Stones has carved objects indicated in italics.

Triple disc, Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle
Latin Cross, triquetra
Battle scene
Bird with exaggerated claws, 3 pairs of interlaced animals with Cross, 
hippocamp pair

Similar designs for intertwined animals can be seen in the Victoria and Albert museum, London 
on the cast of a doorway of an 11th century church in Ulnes, Norway. There are no animal, bird 
or fish carvings  on this Stone that could be associated with Celtic belief. The triquetra is 
recognised as appearing on Cross slabs, manuscripts and metalwork in the early Christian 
period. It is uncertain whether the hippocamps have any relevance to Christian beliefs or relate 
to something else. In the lower right of the reverse side a person is being attacked by what 
appears to be a crow. Some authors have suggested that  Dunnichen, AD 685, may be the battle 
scene.                                                                                               

Aberlemno Roadside 2

Investigation 2 - Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone

Note:- P-M = Pictish-Mithraic   as decoded in www.pictish-mithraism.com

Aberlemno Church
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene

Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Z-Rod & Double Disc, V-Rod & Crescent
Latin Cross with bosses, angels x 2 holding books, biblical story
Hunting scene
Centaur, indecipherable quadruped x 4

Undecoded

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.
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Z-Rod & Serpent, Pictish Beast
Latin Cross - partial
People on horseback

Being fragmentary the evaluation of this Stone is limited but there is enough there to confirm 
the carving of P-M and Christian belief symbols. Constellation connections can be made 
between the Serpent (as Hydra) and the Pictish Beast (as Capricornus) so these two Symbols are 
complementary to one another and maybe to the Christian belief regarding the travel of the 
soul. In this case as the Stone is fragmentary it is safer to settle for implied acceptance rather 
than complementary. One of the horsemen is framed within the lower arm of the Cross - 
perhaps St Martin?

Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin tenon-footed Cross

A simply carved Stone with designs in a style not seen anywhere else suggesting local 
interpretation for the two symbols.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Balluderon, St Martin's stone
Pictish-Mithraic

Aberlemno Roadside 2 - contd
Animals on this slab are in the context of a hunting scene; there is no obvious association with 
Celtic beliefs. The Z-Rod & Double Disc plus the V-Rod & Crescent on this Stone embody many of 
the beliefs in P-M - not least the travel of the soul from and to heaven and the structure of the 
universe with heaven beyond. As such, the principles of two beliefs are present with the 
meaning of the carvings arguably complementary. David rending the jaws of the lion is the 
biblical story.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Alyth
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Brodie, "Rodney's Stone"
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded / Ogham

Pictish Beast, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross, Triskele x 2
Decorated Disc, interlaced animals with Cross, Hippocamp pair. Plus 
Linear Ogham (EDDARRONN)

Birse
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Only the double sided comb with 7 "teeth" is a clear carving - these steps are those taken on the 
path to and from heaven and are the same number as the Roman Mithraic grades. It has been 
suggested that the decorative volute may have formed part of a cross (perhaps because the 
stone was found built into the wall of a former manse) but the suggestion that the other carving 
may be part of a Mirror (handle) seems rather speculative.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Comb, Mirror
Latin Cross - partial - decorative volute

Christian
People / Scene

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.
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Dyce 2
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded / Ogham

This style of floriated Cross with "Stafford Knots" allegedly dates it to 
the Anglo-Saxon 7th century period (although the knot design is 
recorded only from the 15th century). Consistency of the decoration in 
the P-M Symbols - especially with the roundel where the Cross arms 
join - suggests some integration of designs. With the beliefs of the P-M 
Symbols (soul travel, universe, heaven beyond etc.) this looks like the 
particular P-M Symbols were chosen to complement Christian beliefs. 
Ogham script appears to be a later addition.                                                                                                                                                                     

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Triple disc, Mirror Case, V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross (floriated)
Linear Ogham EOTTASSARRHETODDEDDITS MAQQ ROGODDADD

Brodie, "Rodney's Stone" - contd

Ornate Double Disc components in the same style as the other carvings - this suggests the same, 
accomplished carver. A link between the meaning of the P-M Symbols is less from the detail of 
the Double Disc but more, presumably, from an associated oral explanation - the structure of 
the concentric circles is almost hidden. Of interest is the positioning of the Hippocamp pair 
above the P-M Symbols perhaps suggesting they have a higher priority significance? Ogham 
script appears to be a later addition.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.
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Mirror
Latin Cross
Linear Ogham

Being fragmentary there is insufficient carving to evaluate other then implied acceptance. 
Ogham script appears to be a later addition.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, a 
seemingly-non-religious carving is accommodated.

Gask
Pictish-Mithraic

There are several references about the text - cursive, 
Hiberno-Saxon, miniscule, early Roman - which might date 
the text but not the slab as the word seems to have been 
added later, as has the Ogham. Several types of carving 
are apparent with the central figure (set in the lower arm 
of the Cross) being more pronounced relief than the 
interlace carvings. Much of the other objects are varying 
degrees of incise, including the P-M Symbol.

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Formaston, Aboyne
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded / Ogham

Z-Rod & Double Disc, V-Rod & Crescent
Latin Cross, figures presumed to be the four Evangelists
Hunting scene
Interlaced animals with Cross

With the beliefs of the P-M Symbols (soul travel, universe, heaven beyond etc.) this looks like 
the particular P-M Symbols were chosen to complement Christian beliefs. Animals and birds on 
this Stone are not considered to represent any Celtic beliefs but a hunting scene.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Fordoun

Elgin
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Z-Rod & Serpent
Latin Cross x 2, biblical story
People on horseback
Beasts with exaggerated claws and other unidentified animals

Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded /Ogham

Z-Rod & Double Disc
Greek style Cross
Hunting scene, horseman with spear
Fish Monster plus Linear Ogham - VUN-MSETTORBBRE…N -  and                   
Cursive - PIDARNOIN
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Comb, V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Twin Discs, Mirror
The Cross face of the slab was erased in the late 17th century.
Hunting scene
Interlaced animals not with Cross

Despite the Cross face having been erased it can be assumed that the slab, overall, represented 
a Shared Space. What is unsure is whether carvings associated with the two beliefs were done at 
substantially the same time or different occasions - other similar Stones have had 
representations of P-M and Christian beliefs carved in the same style so presumably by the same 
hand therefore at the same time. However, with the absence of evidence an assumption cannot 
be made. The style of the infill on the two P-M Symbols may well suggest the style used within 
and around the Cross.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Hunting scene, two figures (embracing?)
Interlace not within Cross

A hooded crossbow man with hound are seen in the context of hunting rather than the hound 
having any Celtic animal belief connotation. The large Pictish-Beast and Z-Rod & Double Disc 
dominate one side - addition of a second Pictish Beast does not seem to be significant albeit the 
direction is the reverse of the large one. Proportionately a lot of space is given to the P-M 
Symbols and non-religious designs.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Hilton of Cadboll

People / Scene
Undecoded

Gellyburn, Murthly
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
With the lower shaft of the Cross quite clear on one side and parts of the circles by the lower 
portion of the cross-arm on both sides of the Stone it is interesting to note how the Pictish-
Mithraic carvings have been created in the area, on one side, corresponding with the lower shaft 
on the other side with the upper portion of the V-Rod and Crescent set into the lower part of 
the central circles of the Cross. The P-M symbols seem to be well integrated.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.

V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast
Latin Cross

Gask (contd) Heavily weathered but the selection of animals does not suggest there are any in 
the context of representing Celtic beliefs. The biblical story is seemingly David the Lion-killer, 
maybe there are other depictions. Perhaps the people on horseback mixed in with animals form 
a hunting scene but this is unclear. The P-M Symbol is between a person on horseback and an 
unidentified animal - possibly suggesting that the Z-Rod & Serpent carving was not planned in 
with prominent profile.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross

Glenferness
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
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Z-Rod & Double Disc, Pictish Beast
Latin Cross
Hunting scene
Hippocamp pair

Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Mirror, Comb
Latin Cross, Biblical story
Robed figure, bird-headed man, book-clutching ecclesiastics
Loom

With the biblical story thought to be St Paul and St Anthony alongside a robed figure in the 
upper register on the back of the slab and an enthroned figure in the lower register together 
with the book-clutching ecclesiastics on the Cross side, this has much more Christian 
iconography than most Class 2 Stones. Considering the beliefs of the selection of the P-M 
Symbols ( the Mirror representing the Zodiac and its "handle" the connection at Capricornus and 
the Comb the steps to heaven) they are very much complementary to the  Christian beliefs. The 
relevance of the loom is completely uncertain. There are no large scale distractions with hunting 
scenes or similar.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Largo

Kirriemuir 1
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Kinnedar 2
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Mirror, Comb
Latin Cross

Having only two P-M Symbols with the Cross the evaluation initially could be no more than 
implied acceptance. However, with the Mirror representing the Zodiac and its "handle" the 
connection at Capricornus and the Comb the steps to heaven, arguably there is a stronger belief 
relationship.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.

Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Mirror, Comb, Crescent Alone
Latin Cross
Person sitting
Stepped Rectangle, interlaced animals with Cross

A figure in a long robe is sitting on a chair with a zoomorphic terminal to its back. On either side 
of the Cross are animals which have been described as serpentine-like with duck's heads and 
fish tails. Typically the crescent shape is seen with the V-Rod representing the paths for the soul 
from and to heaven - the Crescent alone is not a "strong" Symbol. With the Mirror representing 
the Zodiac and the Comb the steps from/to heaven (and/or Mithraic grades) collectively the P-M 
symbols are outside those usually seen on Class 2 Stones. The Stepped Rectangle has not yet 
been decoded. Altogether this Stone portrays more than an implied acceptance of two beliefs 
albeit executed in a not very well planned way compared with many other Stones.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Kingoldrum
Pictish-Mithraic
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People / person on horseback
Both Logierait Stone 1 and Stone 2 have a Serpent intertwined with a Straight Rod in the 
"Aesculapius" format; only Inverurie 1 has a similar symbol but with the rod overlaid rather than 
intertwined. Being the only P-M Symbol on this damaged slab clearly it is difficult to assess its 
context. Perhaps the wrap around alludes to the snake entwining the Leontocephalous whose 
lion head could equate to the snake/serpent head at the eighth gate - that is the entry to 
heaven. 
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Largo (contd) Well worn but the key "belief" relief carvings are decipherable along with the 
hippocamp pair also described as entwined sea horses. The deer at the bottom of the back of 
the slab are not considered to have relevance in Celtic belief - perhaps part of the hunting scene 
albeit they are separated from it by a Pictish Beast. The Z-Rod & Double Disc is particularly worn 
and almost squeezed in beside the left of the hunting scene.

Logierait 1
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene

Serpent & Straight Rod
Latin Cross

Maiden Stone
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Mirror, Pictish Beast, Comb, Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle
Latin Cross
Person standing
Beast with exaggerated claws, Hippocamp pair (fish monsters), 
centaur, two centaurs in combat (?), roundel with key pattern

Possibly with biblical allegory - the "fish 
monsters" could be Jonah and the whale; the 
weathered carvings at the top of the non-Cross 
side of the slab look like centaurs and could 
relate to St Anthony encountering a centaur 
who challenged the Saint but was forced to 
admit that the old gods had been overthrown. 
In the register format the P-M Symbols have 
the composite Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle 
incorporating the layout of the Mithraeum with 
the Z-Rod enabling an explanation of many 
details of Mithraism; the Pictish Beast 
complements the beliefs in the adjacent 
registers; the Mirror and Comb allude to the 
journey of the soul. Overall, not only do the 
Christian and P-M iconography seem to be 
complementary they also facilitate explanation 
of changing beliefs.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

39

PROOF



Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent
Latin Cross
People on horseback x 2, man facing a beast
Beast with exaggerated claws x 2, interlaced animals with Cross x 4 
pairs

Lacking the central portion of the slab restricts evaluation; for example deciding whether the 
people on horseback are part of  hunting scene or otherwise.  Perhaps some of the zoomorphic 
animals represent immortality (as a snake eating its tail) which may align with the right hand 
arrow of the P-M V-Rod i.e. the soul going into immortality on death.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Meigle 7
Pictish-Mithraic

Meigle 3
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene

Double Disc Alone
Latin Cross
Horseman with spear

A small, broken slab with part of a Double Disc and a very clear horseman with a spear. Being 
incomplete this is difficult to evaluate other than "implied acceptance".
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Meigle 4
Pictish-Mithraic

Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded
Although the interlace design Cross dominates, there is a mix of relief and incise carving with 
similar style horses and riders on both faces. The stylised Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod 
overlaying a horseshoe are at the junctions of the arms of the Cross.

V-Rod & Horseshoe/Arch, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross
Person on horseback(front & back of slab)
Shears

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb (?)
Latin Cross
Person sitting
Crouching beast

Perhaps the positioning of the sitting person and the crouching, indeterminate beast is one of 
conflict and no biblical story has been suggested. With only the top of the slab to be seen the 
evaluation is restricted - the nature of the Double Disc (earth, planets, zodiac and heaven 
beyond) links with the journey of the soul represented in the Comb (i.e. in steps).

Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Migvie
Pictish-Mithraic
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Monifieth 1
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Pabbay
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

V-Rod & Crescent
Fitch ée style Cross

Not relief carved as  usually found on so-called Class 2 Stones - the objects are simply incised. 
What appears to be a basic Cross outline belies its origins - it is in the crest or shield of several 
clans connected to St Moluag who "founded a hundred monasteries. He was a contemporary of 
St Columba.
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Raasay
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Collectively the P-M decoded carvings of the Double Discs show the construction of the universe 
with the pathway to heaven represented by the Comb. This slab is unusual in having the Cross 
on one side and the P-M items on the other - possibly an indication of tolerance between the 
believers of the two religions but overall the P-M elements complement the what the Cross 
represents.

Mirror (part), Comb, Double Disc, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.

Monymusk
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded

Triple Disc
Latin Cross
Stepped rectangle

Found in a field to the south of the River Don around 1800 it appears that only one side is 
carved, predominantly with an ornate low relief cross. The Triple Disc, in P-M decode terms, 
represents the Zodiac and (180° apart) Cancer and Capricorn constellations - the gates from and 
to heaven. No meaning has been found for the Stepped Rectangle.                                                                                                                
Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

V-Rod & Crescent, Tuning Fork
Chi-Rho style Cross

Evaluation - a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. 

Set in a square this Chi-Rho Cross is the only one known on 
a Pictish Symbol Stone. Carvings are all incised but this can 
still be regarded as a Class 2 Stone. As a simplified version 
of the Notched Rectangle, the Tuning Fork symbolises the 
view into a Mithraeum. A complex set of objects to be able 
to interpret any interconnected meaning not least as this 
style of Cross was also known as Consecration Cross 
thought to purify pagan temples during the transition of 
the Roman Empire to Christianity. 
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Christian
People / Scene

Rosemarkie
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror
Greek style Cross and Crosslet (Cross within a panel)
Bosses on Cross, interlaced animals with Cross

Rosemarkie (contd) Intricately carved with Crosses on each side and on one side multiplication 
of P-M Symbols - V-Rod & Crescent (x3), Z-Rod and Double Disc, Mirror (x2). The Cross design on 
the P-M Symbols side is of the style associated with St Moluag.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Rossie Priory
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene

Undecoded / Ogham

Pictish Beast
Latin Cross
Hunting scene
Linear Ogham

The Cross that was on one side has almost entirely disappeared; there is a hunting scene on the 
reverse. The Pictish Beast marking the Capricorn re-entry to heaven is the only discernible P-M 
Symbol.
Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast
Latin Cross, angel
Hunting scene, bird-headed man, person walking
Beast with exaggerated claws x 5, interlaced animals with Cross x 4 
pairs

Almost a "multipurpose" slab with intricately infilled Crosses on each side, P-M Symbols on one 
side, what appears to be a hunting scene and what have been described as phantasmagorical 
animals.

Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Scoonie
Pictish-Mithraic
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Undecoded

Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Latin Cross
Hooded horsemen
Beast with exaggerated claws x 4

The P-M beliefs are very well represented in the travel of the soul, the re-entry point to heaven 
as Capricorn (from the Pictish Beast) and the construction of the universe in the Double Disc. 
The ring headed Cross displays several designs in the arms - displaying the skills of the carver(s). 
The P-M Symbols are only on one side - it is difficult to see if they have, in part, been overlaid. 
However, what they collectively represent aligns the P-M and Christian beliefs.                                                                                                                      
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

St Vigeans 6
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded / Ogham

St Madoes
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene

Strathmartine Kirkyard 4
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Portion of a Pictish Beast
Latin Cross

Two small fragments seemingly from the same slab. A lack of original objects means only an 
implied acceptance can be estimated.
Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Strathmartine Kirkyard 6
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

Z-Rod & Double Disc
Cross
Linear Ogham

A very small fragment of a Stone with, on one side, the Double Disc elements quite clear and 
what looks like a short line that could be the central part of the Z. Sufficient carving is on the 
other side to suggest this was a Cross slab.
Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, a 
seemingly-non-religious carving is accommodated.

Strathmartine Kirkyard 3
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
Undecoded

Pictish Beast
Latin Cross
L-shaped Rectangle, beast, interlaced animals with Cross

Only the upper portion of the slab was found. A lack of original objects means only an implied 
acceptance can be estimated.
Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Portion of a Pictish Beast
Latin Cross

Two small fragments seemingly from the same slab. A lack of original objects means only an 
implied acceptance can be estimated.
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No. Stones
A 3

B 14

C 6

D 15

Wester Denoon
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Comb, Mirror
Latin Cross
Cloaked/robed figure
Possible zoomorphic carving

A small, broken slab with a figure wearing a large annular brooch with a distinct Comb and 
Mirror to one side and what could have been a zoomorphic carving to the other. The Cross side 
has key pattern designs and interlace within the Cross - otherwise the Cross is alone.
Evaluation - a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.  In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Tarbat
Pictish-Mithraic
Christian

People / Scene
Undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent, Tuning Fork, Z-Rod & Double Disc
Cross (deduced from relief style with zoomorphic and interlace 
carvings)
Hunting scene
Zoomorphic and interlace patterns

Not stated as either Cross shape or with a relief cross carving in The Pictish Symbol Stones of 
Scotland  text. However, the style of the zoomorphic and interlace carvings is similar to several 
Class 2 stones (not least in the vicinity of this slab). This piece formed part of a stone which 
stood in the kirkyard.
Evaluation - Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. In addition, 
seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Investigation 2 - Evaluation Outcomes

By virtue of carvings and symbols from P-M and Christian beliefs being accommodated on any 
given Stone with, typically, carving done to the same standard plus a lack of any subsequent 
defacement, it can be assumed there was acceptance of the beliefs they represented then and 
since. The degree of "acceptance" has been determined in this Investigation as "implied" if they 
seem to have satisfactorily co-existed or "complementary" if a P-M object and a Christian one 
convey the same meaning e.g. travel of the soul with a hereafter.

From the analyses by Stone, there are 4 Evaluation Outcomes:-
Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs.
Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs plus 
seemingly-non-religious carvings.
Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs.

Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs plus 
seemingly-non-religious carvings.
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Investigation 2 - Observations and Conclusions

For the 3 Stones in Outcome A the P-M Symbols and the Christian belief represented by the 
Cross complement one another. Gellyburn appears to have the P-M carvings well integrated 
with the Cross - especially the V-Rod and Crescent. For Kinnedar 2 the belief relationship is 
between the Christian view of heaven and the hereafter and what is represented by the P-M 
Mirror (i.e. the Zodiac with its "handle" as the connection at Capricornus - the gateway to 
heaven) with the Comb (as the steps to heaven). Similarly for Monifeith, the complement 
between the two beliefs comes from the meaning of the collective P-M carvings and Christian 
heavenly hereafter. As with Evaluation Outcome C, this evaluation is not distracted with 
seemingly-non-religious carvings.

76% of the Stones in this Investigation have seemingly-non-religious carvings (Outcomes B and 
D together). These have a wide range of objects e.g. battle scenes, people on horseback, hunting 
scenes, hippocamps, centaurs, beasts with exaggerated claws, Ogham etc. This adds another 
dimension to the acceptability of placing seemingly unrelated items on the same Stone further 
reinforcing that what was practiced was, indeed, shown in a Shared Space (and not just for 
religious beliefs).

Of the 6 Stones in Outcome C, each of the 2 at Strathmartine Kirkyard has a portion of a Pictish 
Beast  and a Latin Cross. However, although fragmented there is sufficient detail to include them 
in this Evaluation. The other 4 Stones in this category are at Alyth, Pabbay and Raasay each with 
incised rather than relief carvings (usually the method used for Stones with Crosses) and Birse 
where the Stone may be Class 1 or 2. Alyth has designs in a style not seen anywhere else. 
Pabbay has a Fitchée style Cross and Raasay a Chi-Rho style Cross. There is very little of the Cross 
apparent on the Birse stone. In summary these 6 Stones differ from what might be called the 
"mainstream Class 2" Stones but all have the components of a P-M Symbol and a Christian Cross 
qualifying them for implied acceptance but nothing stronger.

Overall from this Investigation it can be seen that "unrestricted" use of a Shared Space was not 
only for a wide range of P-M and Christian belief carvings but also non-religious carvings; there 
are no demarcations - indeed many of the carvings are freely mixed together. These can be 
considered to be "Transition Stones" between Mithraic and Christian beliefs with the shared use 
of their surfaces being for a specific purpose most likely to introduce Mithraic believers to 
Christianity with a view to conversion. The fact that the symbols of the beliefs are together and 
neither has been erased suggests that the transition was maybe more persuasive than 
mandated with no later retrospective punitive action. Perhaps an understanding by the 
Christians of the Mithraic beliefs helped to ease change if they understood basic principles of P-
M religion which included travel of the soul similar to the concept of a life hereafter.
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Choosing the terms "complementary" and "implied acceptance" are deliberate to assess the 
degree of compatibility between what otherwise could be seen as conflicting beliefs. That 
degree is in the meaning that  the carvings purport to represent and their relative physical 
positioning. Proportions of "complementary" to "implied acceptance" across these 38 Stones i.e. 
A+B versus C+D is 17 to 21 - this does not seem to suggest anything of significance. Similarly the 
proportion of those sets of carvings that also have non-religious carvings i.e. B versus D is 14 to 
15 again no apparent significance. However, what does seem significant is the 76% i.e. 29 of the 
38 Stones in Investigation 2 having three definable types of carving - Mithraic, Christian and 
seemingly non-religious. This will be reconsidered after the analysis for Investigation 4.

Investigation 3 starts on the next page.

Intentionally blank
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Latheron (plus Ogham) Y y y Y Y
Y Y Y Y YMortlach 1

Investigation 3 - Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone

The attributes or meanings of the animal, bird and fish objects and the Christian symbols, 
together with context, enable understanding what beliefs or messages are represented. An 
evaluation of whether a Stone is a Shared Space or otherwise is then made. 

Investigation 3 - Celtic and Christian beliefs

Each of the 2 Stones listed below variously has carvings of animals, birds and fish which are 
known to have been revered in Celtic beliefs (some may have Roman associations) -  and a 
Christian Cross. The intent is to determine firstly whether these carvings may represent Celtic 
beliefs or have a Roman context (military or mythology) - or otherwise - then to assess if the 
meaning of a carved object is "complementary" to the Christian Cross or if the Shared Space 
suggests an "implied acceptance" of beliefs. There are no Pictish-Mithraic carvings on these 
Stones so no Mithraic context is considered. The animal, bird and fish carvings are detailed in 
Chapter 3; for these 2 Stones the relevant ones are - bull, dog, eagle, salmon and serpent.

Stone Name

Types of Carved Objects
Animal / Bird / Fish

Christian 
Cross

People / 
Scene

Ogham / 
Undecoded

Celtic 
attributes

Roman 
context

Each of these 2 Stones has carved objects indicated in italics.
↓ Animal, bird or fish ↓ Other carved objects

Latheron Eagle, Salmon Cross, two horsemen, Ogham

Most unusually a mix of carving methods - relief for the Cross and 
incise for the eagle and salmon. Two very faint horsemen objects are 
also incised. Only one other Stone has both an eagle and a salmon - St 
Vigeans 1 (Investigation 4). Considering their meaning, arguably these 
Celtic objects are complementary to one another - e.g. wisdom, 
esoteric knowledge, knowledge of magic. With Christianity coming to 
Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army there is, as with 
Mortlach 1 below, no case to suggest the eagle could prospectively 
relate directly to a Roman presence.  Positioned immediately above 
the salmon it looks as if the eagle has landed on it but no meaning for 
that is suggested. Although stylised, the Cross is of a simple design and 
it looks as if the overall layout versus the other objects was planned to 
share the available space. The Ogham with its different carving 
method suggests it is likely to be a later addition.

Evaluation - a Shared Space more with implied acceptance of Celtic and Christian beliefs than 
symbols being complementary.
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Bull's head, dog/hound, eagle, 
serpent

Cross, horseman, beast with 
exaggerated claws, pair of fish 
monsters

Although some references mention this Stone having "more Traditional" Pictish Symbols none of 
the carvings are as decoded in the P-M website and book. Being well covered in lichen and 
generally worn, a range of names has been given to several of the carved objects. Conclusive 
decipherment is difficult. Certainly the serpent, eagle and dog/hound could have Celtic belief 
connections - the bull's head is less certain as it is the only one on a Pictish Symbol Stone. 
Perhaps the horseman and dog/hound can be taken together as a hunting scene. The beast with 
exaggerated claws is more like the alternative description of a four-footed animal - neither 
description helps to decipher it. No other Stone has fish monsters of this style - Logierait 2 has 
objects with teeth termed S-dragons not dissimilar to those on Rodney's Stone at Brodie. With 
Christianity coming to Pictland several centuries after the withdrawal of the Roman military 
there is, as with Latheron above, no case to suggest the eagle could prospectively relate directly 
to a Roman presence.

Evaluation - with such an eclectic mix of carved objects under the general umbrella of Pictish 
Symbol Stones inevitably some will fall out of rational classification - Mortlach 1 with its objects 
is one of these few. No complementary meaning comes from any of the possibly Celtic objects 
to those listed as "other carved objects". Nonetheless, the serpent and eagle on the Stone may 
deliberately represent some Celtic beliefs. At best there is Shared Space between the Cross 
representing Christian belief and some possibly Celtic symbols  with some other indeterminate 
carvings (somewhat randomly located rather than laid out); overall perhaps a Shared Space with 
implied acceptance of Celtic and Christian beliefs.

Mortlach 1
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Investigation 3 - Observations and Conclusions

Other animals revered in Celtic beliefs and seen on these Stones are the Dog / Hound and Horse. 
However, the context seems to be more that of hunting scenes than something that is revered 
in Celtic belief.

Hardly statistically sound but the sample size of two is the full population. For these Stones 
there is only one outcome - Shared Space with implied acceptance of Celtic and Christian 
meanings. More planning seems to have gone into the Latheron Stone with the way in which the 
Stone is dressed and carved with prominence given to the Christian Cross contrasted with the 
more random distribution of objects on Mortlach 1.

Investigation 4 looking at  Pictish-Mithraic, Christian and prospectively Celtic symbols may 
produce a stronger tie between some Celtic and Christian beliefs which may change the 
evaluations for Latheron and Mortlach but they will still remain the only two Pictish Symbol 
Stones only with possibly Celtic and Christian symbols. In fact, as "Symbol Stones" generally 
refers to those Pictish Stones with the so-called "enigmatic" carvings, these two Stones arguably 
fall out of that categorisation.

Intentionally blank

Investigation 4 starts on the next page.
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Ogham & 
UndecodedRoman 

context

Logierait 2

In addition, 19 of these Stones have carvings noted as "People / Scene" and 19 as "Undecoded /  
Ogham" objects - adding to the complexity of selecting what relates to a belief and what does 
not. Investigation 4 covers the most diverse collection of carvings on the Symbol Stones.

Cossans, St Orlands
Dunfallandy
Eassie 

Investigation 4 - Mithraic, Celtic and Christian beliefs

Each of the 24 Stones in the listings below variously has carvings of animals, birds and fish which 
are known to have been revered in Celtic beliefs (listed in Chapter 3) - some may have Roman 
associations, Pictish-Mithraic Symbols (described in Chapter 2) plus Christian Crosses and other 
carvings suggesting a Christian belief meaning. The intent is to determine whether the animal, 
bird and fish carvings may represent Celtic beliefs or prospectively have a Roman context 
(military or mythology) - or otherwise - then to assess if the meaning of an object is 
complementary to the Mithraic decodes and/or the Christian belief objects or if the Shared 
Space is based on acceptance of two or more beliefs.                                                                                                                                                    

St Vigeans 2
St Vigeans 4

Ulbster
Woodwrae

Stone Name

Meigle 6
Monifieth 2
Nigg
St Vigeans 1

Types of Carved Objects
Animal / Bird / Fish
Celtic 

attributes

Christian 
Cross

People / 
Scene

Meigle 5

Pictish -
Mithraic

Shandwick
Skinnet Chapel
Strathmartine Kirkyard 5
Tealing

Fowlis Wester
Glamis Hunter's Hill
Glamis Manse 1

Inchbrayock
Kirriemuir 2

Meigle 1

Golspie (Class 2)

50

PROOF



Each of these 24 Stones has carved objects indicated in italics.

Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone

Cossans, St Orlands
Pictish-Mithraic

Christian
People / Scene
Undecoded

Bull (cow?)
V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc

Latin Cross
Hunting scenes, 6 figures in a boat
Beast with exaggerated claws attacking a bull or cow, interlaced 
animals with Cross

Connections between P-M belief (the V-Rod reinforced by the Double Disc representation of the 
earth, planets and celestial sphere to heaven and the travel of the soul) and Christianity alluded 
to by the Cross (the hereafter etc.) are strong. Prominence is given to these two P-M symbols 
being at the top of one side of the slab  with the hunting scene, six figures in a boat and a beast 
with exaggerated claws attacking  a bull or cow arranged in registers beneath. The Cross 
occupies the whole of other side. Because of the clear connection between P-M and Christian 
beliefs this tilts the evaluation to "complementary" despite the different carvings not being 
adjacent as in other less crowded Stones. 

Animal, bird or fish

Note:- P-M = Pictish-Mithraic as decoded in www.pictish-mithraism.com
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Dunfallandy

Animal, bird or fish Stag

People / Scene
Christian Latin Cross, two angels, bosses on Cross

Two people sitting, mounted figure, beast with human legs protruding 
from mouth

Undecoded Hammer, anvil, pincers or tongs, beasts with exaggerated claws x 5, 
interlaced animals with Cross, fish monster x 2

With the 5 P-M symbols carved only on one side there is an immediate suggestion that the 
Share Space is more acceptance of Christian and P-M beliefs than the carvings being 
complementary but the meaning of the P-M symbols makes the relationship with Christian 
symbolism complementary. There is a full account of the carvings as a Case Study in P-M book 
and website. Christian context is reinforced by biblical stories - Jonah and the whale plus St Paul 
& St Antony. Like Cossans, there are two creatures with heads opposing at the top of the reverse 
of the Stone connecting to fish style tails at the bottom– they appear to be pulling on either side 
of an animal with long ears (the eyes and nose like a dog are apparent). Other animals on this 
Stone are a stag and a horse (with rider) which are unconnected – one on the Cross side the 
other the reverse. This Stone has one of the most complex mixes of carvings of any across 
Pictland.
Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic relationship 
is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Cossans, St Orlands - contd

The bull has Celtic attributes - fertility, wealth, status, strength & strong will - and a Roman 
context - emblem of I Germanica, III Gallica, III Parthica, IV Macedonica, VI Ferrata, VI Victrix, VII 
Claudia, VIII Augusta, IX Hispana and X Gemina legions. A VI Victrix inscription on a roof tile at 
Carpow suggests a presence there. Like XX Valeria Victrix this legion was also involved with the 
construction of Hadrian's wall and the Antonine Wall. Because of the timing for a Christian belief 
context the likelihood of any direct Roman influence for this Stone can be eliminated (not least 
legion presence is in Hadrian and Antonine times) - this leaves the bull to be considered 
prospectively with a Celtic connection which cannot readily be seen. Therefore, any Christian / 
Celtic relationship is not likely leaving an interpretation or reason for the bull (possibly cow) 
carving unsolved.

detail of 6 figures in a boat

Although a Roman meaning for the stag (or deer) is not known there are several Celtic attributes 
- messenger/guide from otherworlds, vision, thorough, patient, life, power, virility and longevity. 
Investigation 1 considered Stones with prospective Celtic and Mithraic beliefs, Investigation 3 
prospective Celtic and Christian beliefs - no Stones in these investigations has a deer or stag 
carving. For Dunfallandy the conclusion is that a Celtic belief is not specifically represented by 
what seems to be a stag which is carved with other (less easily identifiable) quadrupeds.

Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast x 2, V-Rod & Crescent x 2, Double Disc Alone

52

PROOF



People / Scene People walking (some holding?) x 2, cloaked/robed figure x 3

Christian Latin Cross, bosses on Cross

Christian belief is reinforced with the inclusion of two angels (considered to be intermediaries 
between God or Heaven and humanity). Perhaps the tree on the reverse has religious meaning.

Undecoded Tree in container, cattle x 3

Celtic attributes for dog/hound include strength, ferocity, companionship, protection, loyalty 
and good luck, none of which directly relate to a belief as such. Stag attributes are outlined in 
the entry for Dunfallandy. Collectively these animal carvings appear to have neither Celtic belief 
nor Roman context but the stag and hound(s) might have some hunting connotation.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Fowlis Wester
Animal, bird or fish Eagle (large bird?)
Pictish-Mithraic V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Double Disc Alone

With a spiritual meaning for an eagle there can be a possible association with some P-M 
carvings; it also has several Celtic attributes. However, this carving is noted in Canmore as a 
"large bird" so arguably not Celtic. What appears to be a hunting scene is mixed in with a group 
of warriors. With Christianity coming to Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army there 
is no case to suggest the eagle could prospectively relate directly to a Roman presence. 
Although the P-M symbols are on the reverse together they complement the Christian belief i.e. 
travel of the soul and a pathway to heaven.

With the Pictish Beast representing Capricorn marking the return of the soul to heaven upon 
death, the Double Disc showing the earth, planets and celestial sphere plus the Horseshoe/Arch 
representing the view from and into a Mithraeum, there are strong resemblances to not only 
Christian belief but where it might be practiced. This places the evaluation into the 
complementary category because of strong symbolic connection.

Hunting scene, group of warriors
Undecoded Cow with bell round its neck
People / Scene

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Dog/hound x 2, stag
Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Horseshoe/Arch
Christian Latin Cross, angel

Animal, bird or fish
Eassie
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People / Scene
Flower, seated deer, undefined animalsUndecoded
Bird-headed man

Glamis, Hunter's Hill (aka Glamis 1)
Serpent Alone

Pictish-Mithraic Mirror, triple disc
Christian Latin Cross, angel

Animal, bird or fish

What is difficult to assess is whether the Triple Disc symbol would have been on the Stone when 
it was wholly Class 1 or if it was added when the Cross was carved - then there is the 
complication of deciding if that might have been added to support the original P-M symbol of 
the serpent on what appears to be the "original side". This leads to the more challenging 
question of the reason why the serpent is on the stone.

In deciding whether the serpent represents P-M, Celtic or other belief and whether additionally 
there could have been a Roman context, the positioning of the Mirror (overall the second most 
numerous P-M symbol) needs consideration and it may be the key. Portraying the Zodiac 
therefore having an association with the serpent because of it, in turn, portraying the gates from 
and to Heaven, there is a strong case that these two symbols complement one another leading 
to the suggestion that they were deliberately carved in the same time period i.e. as part of the 
original Class 1 Stone. This makes a strong case for the serpent carving being P-M. Arguably it 
could also have been of significance to a Celtic believer - and in a Roman context there is the 
aspect in belief in life beyond the grave. Maybe a straightforward choice is the wrong outcome - 
this could be, in Class 1 form, a Stone with a symbol that encompasses three beliefs - P-M, Celtic 
and Roman mythology. The style of carving on that side of the Stone is incise, on the Class 2 side 
it is relief - maybe suggesting that the P-M Triple Disc carving is of a later date compared with 
the Class 1 side.

This could be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. it has had the Christian Cross and an angel added 
making it into so-called Class 2 - a similar background is apparent for Glamis Manse 1.  Two 
diverse interpretations can be made of the serpent - P-M and Celtic. There are 10 examples of a 
"serpent alone" on Pictish Stones. As a set of Constellations (principally Hydra) the serpent 
forms a connection between Cancer and Capricorn (the gateways of the soul); it is usually carved 
with either a Z-Rod or Straight Rod. Its Celtic attributes include  long / eternal life, curious and 
communicator; because it casts its skin annually it was considered to be a symbol of 
regeneration. In Roman context snakes (serpents) were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave.

Apart from the angel having a direct linkage with the Cross the meaning of the carvings on that 
side of the Stone are unclear except for the triple disc - arguably P-M. Complementing other key 
Mithraic Symbols on the Pictish Stones, the Triple Disc represents the Zodiac with Cancer and 
Capricorn Constellations (the gates from and to Heaven) 180° apart. They coincide with the 
summer and winter solstices. 
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Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Additionally, 
there is Roman mythology context. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are also accommodated.

Glamis Manse 1
Animal, bird or fish Deer's (maybe hound's) head, salmon, serpent alone
Pictish-Mithraic Triple disc, mirror
Christian Latin Cross

Added to the foregoing complexity, is the 
relationship or relationships with the Latin 
Cross and complementary angel. In Christian 
belief there is a life here-after with the soul 
residing in heaven. This is theologically the 
same as the Celtic, P-M and Roman mythology 
beliefs mentioned above leading towards the 
carvings on this Glamis Stone serving several 
beliefs in a complementary manner albeit in 
what appear to be two time periods.                                                                                                                                                                               

Glamis, Hunter's Hill - contd

People / Scene Cauldron and protruding legs, axe-wielding people x 2
Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws, centaur with axe(?)

As with Glamis, Hunters Hill this could be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. it has had the Christian 
Cross and an angel added making it into so-called Class 2. A Roman context for the deer's head 
and salmon is not apparent but there is for the serpent. However, two of these objects - the 
salmon and serpent have Celtic attributes. As stated in Investigation 1, the salmon in Celtic 
mythology can represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated with 
physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to death) giving a 
complementary linkage with both P-M and Christian beliefs. A serpent is on seven other Stones 
being considered in this Investigation (No 4) - prospective associations across all of P-M, Celtic 
and Christian beliefs are outlined in the Glamis, Hunter's Hill section above plus a possible link to 
Roman mythology.
In common with Glamis, Hunter's Hill are the P-M triple disc and mirror objects with Christian 
belief linkages - outlined above. For this Stone, however, one of the P-M symbols is on the Cross 
side - the triple disc. Whether the cauldron represents a biblical story and the purpose for 
carving the remaining objects and their meaning is unclear.
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Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent, Double Disc Alone
Christian Latin Cross
People / Scene Axe-wielding person
Undecoded / Ogham Decorated rectangle, linear Ogham, intertwined snakes, flower, 

interlace not within cross

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Additionally, 
there is Roman mythology context. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are also accommodated.

Golspie (Class 2)
Animal, bird or fish Salmon, dog/hound/(cat?)

Strong associations can be made between the belief that is represented by the Latin Cross and 
Pictish Mithraism - the V-Rod shows the path of the soul from heaven on birth and its return on 
death, the Pictish Beast as Capricornus marks the Zodiac point where the soul passes into 
heaven and the Double Disc (unusually without the Z-Rod) is a three dimensional construct of 
the earth, planets and celestial sphere. With the Ogham inscription not having been decoded 
there is no evidence to consider it having a religious meaning - it appears to be a later addition.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Glamis Manse 1 - contd
Overall there are very significant similarities between these two Glamis Stones. Both, it is 
suggested, started as Class 1 then were reused and in effect "upgraded" to Class 2 extending the 
use of the slab material into the era of another belief. Dependent on the decode or 
interpretation for the serpent there is a prospect of the slab being a Shared Space for at least 
two beliefs, maybe three plus a prospective connection with Roman mythology. A similarity with 
Glamis, Hunter's Hill is the inclusion of a P-M symbol - the triple disc - on the Latin Cross side.

A Roman context for the dog/hound is not known - there is an interpretation that the animal 
may be a wild cat being confronted by the axe-wielding man on this slab. Celtic attributes for 
dog/hound include strength, ferocity, companionship, protection, loyalty and good luck, none of 
which directly relate to a belief as such. As stated in Investigation 1, the salmon in Celtic 
mythology can represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated with 
physical aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to death) giving a linkage with 
both P-M and Christian beliefs. 
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Latin Cross, Biblical story

Similarly with Dunfallandy and Eassie, Celtic attributes for dog/hound and stag do not directly 
relate to a "belief" as such nor do they have Roman context. They most likely have a hunting 
connotation therefore tying in with the hunting scene on the reverse of the stone. An Ogham 
inscription might be on one narrow side but it more looks like a diagonal pattern. A kneeling 
angel is on either side of the upper arm of the Cross. This Christian symbolism arguably links 
with the Z-Rod & Double Disc but as a stylised representation and the only P-M object on this 
stone the evaluation more implied acceptance than complementary.

Pictish-Mithraic Double Disc, Serpent & Straight Rod
Christian Latin Cross

Pictish-Mithraic

Inchbrayock
Animal, bird or fish Dog/hound

Decorated disc (maybe or could be undecoded)
Christian

Pictish-Mithraic

People / Scene Hunting scene

Hunting scenes x 2, cloaked person holding a shield

Undecoded Tree - "of life"?, creature eating, interlaced animals with Cross

As with Golspie above there is no Roman context or relevant Celtic attribute, in "belief" terms, 
for the dog/hound -only "physical" or "softer skills". Sometimes the decorated discs are 
interpreted as symbols - there is nothing similar in any of the P-M decode material. In terms of 
belief, the Cross and Biblical scene interpreted as Samson smiting the Philistine with the jaw 
bone of an ass suggest this is more a so-called Class 3 than Class 2 stone.

Undecoded Hippocamp pair, interlace not within Cross

Logierait 2

Kirriemuir 2
Animal, bird or fish Stags x 2, dogs/hounds

Animal, bird or fish Dog/hound, horse x 2 (portions)

Z-Rod & Double Disc

Undecoded / Ogham Indecipherable bird, linear Ogham (perhaps), 2 facing quadrupeds

Evaluation - Not a Shared Space for different beliefs - Christian only.  Seemingly-non-religious 
carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Christian Latin Cross, angels
People / Scene

Having Celtic attributes including sovereignty, political power, stamina, endurance and 
faithfulness the horse does not appear to represent a "belief", as such, nor does the dog/hound 
(as seen in comments above). A relevant Roman context is not known for these animals. A 
hunting scene seem likely. Explanations for elements of P-M belief can be given by the Serpent 
and Double Disc. As a set of Constellations (principally Hydra) the serpent forms a connection 
between Cancer and Capricorn (the gateways of the soul); it is usually carved with either a Z-Rod 
or Straight Rod (as in this example). Its Celtic attributes include  long / eternal life, curious and 
communicator; because it casts its skin annually it was considered to be a symbol of 
regeneration.
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 In Roman context snakes (serpents) were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave. This gives 
three contexts relevant to the Investigation. However, because of the Straight Rod the greatest 
likelihood is P-M so the Celtic relationship is less likely. Taking the Serpent interpretation plus 
that of the Double Disc (the structure of the universe from earth to planets to celestial sphere 
and beyond) there is a case for a complementary relationship with the Latin Cross.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic relationship 
is not apparent. Additionally, there is Roman mythology context. Seemingly-non-religious 
carvings are also accommodated.

Meigle 1
Animal, bird or fish Horse lying down, horse's head, salmon
Pictish-Mithraic Z-Rod & Serpent, Mirror, Comb, Pictish Beast
Christian Latin Cross, angel
People / Scene Persons on horseback x 5
Undecoded Hippocamp pairs [x 2 single - facing; 1 pair interlaced], Triquetra x 2, 

indecipherable quadruped x 3, beast with exaggerated claws x 4, cup 
marking

A Roman context for the horse, horse's head and salmon is not apparent.  There is a complex 
mix of objects from different beliefs across the two faces of the Stone - for Christianity the Cross 
on the front, an angel on the reverse; a P-M Comb, Mirror, Serpent & Z-Rod and Pictish Beast on 
the reverse; aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle (from birth to death) gives its Celtic 
attribute on the reverse; a triquetra (with Christian and Celtic relevance) on each side. "Fantastic 
beasts" on the front and reverse do not represent any known beliefs but add to the range of 
objects that have coexisted on this unmarked slab for in excess of 1000 years.  

Logierait 2 - contd
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Collectively the P-M objects give a strong complementary relationship with Christianity and the 
travel of the soul - the Comb as the steps to heaven, the Mirror in portraying the Zodiac, the 
serpent marking  the gates from and to Heaven, the Pictish Beast at the Capricorn gate on the 
soul's return. If the salmon's interpretation is it's life cycle (from birth to death) then a Celtic 
connection is made suggesting this slab has three complementary beliefs reinforced by the 
inclusion of the triquetra.
Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Latin Cross
People / Scene

Meigle 5
Animal, bird or fish Eagle

Meigle 1 - contd

 With Christianity coming to Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army it is unlikely that 
the eagle carving could prospectively relate directly to a Roman presence based on its use on 
the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard. However, with Celtic attributes - wisdom, long life, 
swiftness, strength, keen sight, knowledge of magic - plus the wider belief of it being man's 
connection with the divine, there could be a P-M linkage with the Pictish Beast as Capricornus 
indicating the gate to heaven on the soul's return after mortal death. Perhaps the Mirror Case 
(decoded as Mithras's birth from the rock) has a symbolic relationship with the Latin Cross and 
the birth of Christ. Considering the physical location of the P-M objects on a narrow side of the 
slab and that they are incised while the front and reverse are relief this would perhaps suggest 
an after-thought or specifically secondary importance - in effect this could reduce the 
complementary prospect to implied acceptance. This last point will be further explored in 
Observations and Conclusions for Investigation 4.

Celtic attributes for dog/hound (strength, ferocity, companionship, protection etc.) do not 
directly relate to a belief as such nor do they have Roman context; this example  may not have 
some hunting connotation with the horse above as the rider is holding a round shield. Both the 
Double Disc and Crescent are relief carved in the same style as the  rest of the slab and neither 
has the usual directional arrows i.e. lacking the "Z" and "V".

Evaluation -  a Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Meigle 6
Animal, bird or fish Dog/hound
Pictish-Mithraic Crescent Alone, Double Disc
Christian Latin Cross
People / Scene Person on horse

Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast, Mirror Case
Christian

Facing animal heads alone, person on horse
Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws, interlaced animals with Cross
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Monifieth 2
Animal, bird or fish Deer's head
Pictish-Mithraic V-Rod & Crescent
Christian Latin Cross
People / Scene Cloaked / robed figure
Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws, bird-headed monster x 2

Perhaps, due to the size of the animal and the similarity of its body with a horse, it was sufficient 
to include only a head on a Stone. A prospective linkage between Christian and P-M beliefs can 
be made between the meaning of the V-Rod & Crescent (soul travel) and the Cross. Maybe the 
robed figure was part of a larger scene.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Nigg

Whilst there are Celtic attributes for a deer - messenger/guide from otherworlds, vision etc. - 
nothing specific has been found for a deer's head. 

Animal, bird or fish Dog/Hound, Eagle
Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast
Christian Latin Cross, angel, harp (?), biblical story
People / Scene Hunting scene
Undecoded Sheep

With Roman and Celtic meanings the context of the eagle may be understood by its possible 
association with the P-M carvings and any "overspill" from the hunting scene. With Christianity 
coming to Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army there is no case to suggest the eagle 
could prospectively relate directly to a Roman presence. However, with its Celtic attributes plus 
the wider belief of it being man's connection with the divine, there could be a P-M linkage with 
the Pictish Beast as Capricornus indicating the gate to heaven on the soul's return after mortal 
death. St Paul and St Anthony meeting in the desert and scenes from the story of David 
reinforce the primarily Christian message purpose for this slab. P-M belief is represented by the 
Pictish Beast (marking the Capricorn gate to heaven). This is a clear example of the Class 2 
Stones having a "transitional" purpose between P-M and Christian beliefs.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.
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St Vigeans 1
Animal, bird or fish Boar, Stag, Eagle, Salmon
Pictish-Mithraic Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror, Comb, Crescent Alone
Christian Latin Cross

Pictish-Mithraic Z-Rod & Serpent, Mirror, Comb
Christian Latin Cross

Beast with exaggerated claws, interlaced animals with Cross, 
cow/calf/cattle X 2, rabbit,  intertwined snakes/serpents

Latheron is the only other Stone with both an eagle and a salmon which are Celtic objects and 
may be complementary to one another - e.g. wisdom, esoteric knowledge, knowledge of magic. 
With Christianity coming to Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army there is, as with 
Latheron and Mortlach 1, no case to suggest the eagle could prospectively relate directly to a 
Roman presence. The boar and stag could be an overspill from the hunting scene. More with 
Celtic attributes of royalty, bravery, prowess in battle, cunning and ferocious nature than some 
religious belief the boar is not seen here as a contender for either complementary or implied 
acceptance. P-M carvings on this slab complement one another and Christian beliefs - e.g. travel 
of the soul and hereafter.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

St Vigeans 2
Animal, bird or fish Eagle

Evaluation -  a Shared Space with complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs.

With Roman and Celtic meanings the context of the eagle may be understood by its possible 
association with the P-M carvings and being beside the carving of a Christian Cross (such as 
man's connection to the divine because it flies higher than any other bird). With Christianity 
coming to Pictland after the withdrawal of the Roman army there is no case to suggest the eagle 
could prospectively relate directly to a Roman presence. As with St Vigeans 1, the P-M carvings 
on this slab particularly complement one another (from which many P-M beliefs can be 
explained) and also Christian beliefs - e.g. travel of the soul and hereafter. The back is totally 
worn - there are no carvings.

People / Scene Hunting scene, kneeling/crouching person, hooded figure
Undecoded
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Only small parts of this slab exist making analysis of its content difficult - speculation has been 
avoided. Sufficient material shows upper parts of a Cross and triquetra - a shape with Celtic 
heritage (sometimes used as infill with more complex compositions) and the Christian "trinity" 
meaning. Celtic attributes for a dog/hound do not directly relate to a belief as such. A very 
simple Double Disc symbol does not lead to any strong P-M relevance. When there are other 
slabs whose carvings have readily identifiable Celtic attributes, P-M carvings and Christian 
meaning the evaluation for this slab is not strong - but it does have justifiable elements for two 
beliefs.
Evaluation -  a Shared Space with complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Skinnet Chapel
Animal, bird or fish Horse
Pictish-Mithraic V-Rod & Crescent

St Vigeans 4
Animal, bird or fish Dog's head
Pictish-Mithraic Double Disc
Christian Latin Cross, Triquetra
People / Scene Hooded figure

Although the current location is now unknown, sketches of a fragment in the RCAHMS Pictish 
Symbol Stones of Scotland book show part of a floriated Z-Rod & Double Disc and legs with the 
lower body of a horse. As noted elsewhere in these Investigations the horse does appear to 
represent a Celtic belief but the Cross and P-M symbol are complementary.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space with complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Undecoded Interlaced animals with Cross

Christian Latin Cross
Undecoded Hippocamp pair, Triple Oval

Style-wise the incised horse on this Stone and Inverurie 4 are very similar and contrast with the 
usual relief horses on Class 2 Stones. Although having a Celtic attribute, the horse does not 
appear to represent a belief. With the Cross representing Christianity and its beliefs and the V-
Rod & Crescent the travel of the soul from and to heaven in Pictish Mithraism there is a pair of 
complementary beliefs.
Evaluation -  a Shared Space with complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Strathmartine Kirkyard 5
Animal, bird or fish Horse
Pictish-Mithraic Z-Rod & Double Disc
Christian Latin Cross
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Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws x 3, cow/calf/cattle, stepped rectangle

A Roman context for the horse and salmon is not known; the serpent does have Roman context 
but not relevant in the time period of this Stone. There are Celtic attributes for all three - in 
particular the salmon and serpent could tie in with beliefs. Of the four P-M symbols the clearly 
relevant ones are the V-Rod and Crescent and the Pictish Beast both having meanings that 
complement what is represented in Christianity by the Crosses. 

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic relationship 
is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Ulbster
Animal, bird or fish Horse, Salmon, Serpent
Pictish-Mithraic Double Crescent, Double Disc Alone, Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent

Christian Greek style Cross

Shandwick
Animal, bird or fish Stags
Pictish-Mithraic Double Disc Alone, Pictish Beast

People / Scene Kneeling / crouching person

Christian Latin Cross, angel

Considering how the objects were relief carved the fish monster has not been added to obscure 
the serpent - a relationship, if any, is uncertain but the obscuring of the serpent makes its 
impact representing Celtic attributes doubtful. On the reverse of the fragment are the head and 
fore leg of a Pictish Beast - this symbol as the marker of the Capricorn gate into heaven gives a 
complement of soul travel / life hereafter with Christianity. 

People / Scene Hunting scene
Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws x 2, interlaced animals with Cross, 

creature eating
On this register layout slab the stags are clearly in a hunting scene so are not considered to be 
representing any Celtic attributes. Double discs are usually associated with a Z-Rod but still 
considered to be a P-M symbol. Large compared with other animal carvings on this slab, the 
Pictish Beast is given prominence.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space with complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Tealing
Animal, bird or fish Serpent (overlaid by fish monster)
Pictish-Mithraic Pictish Beast (part)
Christian Latin Cross

Celtic attributes for the serpent are long / eternal life, curious, communicator; because it casts 
its skin annually it was considered to be a symbol of regeneration. There is also a Roman context 
- snakes were seen as tokens of life beyond the grave. One text suggests the fish monster and 
serpent are intertwined but, in fact, one overlays the other. 
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Although the bull and dog have Celtic attributes they are not really in the context of beliefs; 
likewise the bull has a Roman context but is unlikely to be applicable considering the other 
carvings on this slab. It looks as if there is a hunting scene on the reverse side with the bull 
prospectively mixed in with other animals - damage to the surface limits evaluation. One of the 
beasts on the front side seems to be chasing a person - this could be allegorical. Three 
concentric circles are apparent in the Double Disc with the P-M allusion to the structure of the 
universe and heaven beyond - this links with that part of Christian belief concerning the soul and 
life hereafter.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic relationship 
is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Evaluation -  a Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Woodwrae
Animal, bird or fish Bull, Dog/Hound x 2
Pictish-Mithraic Double Disc, L-Shaped Rectangle

Undecoded Beast with exaggerated claws, interlaced animals with Cross

Christian Latin Cross
People / Scene Beast with human legs protruding from its mouth, person on 

horseback X 2

There is a wide range of carvings on this Stone, 
but perhaps more notable is the deep incise 
carving - typically for a Class 2 Stone the 
majority of the carving is relief not incise.

The V-Rod & Crescent on the Ulbster Stone.
Ulbster - contd
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No. Stones

A 1

B 7

C 2

D 10

E 1

F 2

G 1

Observations & Conclusions

Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. 
Seemingly-non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs.

Shared Space with implied acceptance of P-M and Christian beliefs. A 
Celtic relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings 
are accommodated.

Not a Shared Space for different beliefs - Christian only.  Seemingly-
non-religious carvings are accommodated.

Shared Space for complementary  P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Additionally, there is Roman mythology 
context. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are also accommodated.

Investigation 4 - Evaluation Outcomes

Shared Space for complementary P-M and Christian beliefs. A Celtic 
relationship is not apparent. Seemingly-non-religious carvings are 
accommodated.

Shared Space for complementary  P-M, Celtic and Christian beliefs. 
Additionally, there is Roman mythology context. Seemingly-non-
religious carvings are also accommodated.

From the analyses by Stone, there are 7 Evaluation Outcomes:-

Having a common "belief" thread is what was sought to enable an evaluation of 
"complementary". For example, the Ulbster Stone - there are Celtic attributes in the salmon 
(they generally are born and die in the same place) and serpent (long / eternal life; because it 
casts its skin annually it was considered to be a symbol of regeneration)  that could tie in with 
beliefs, the P-M V-Rod and Crescent and the Pictish Beast both have meanings (soul travel, 
heaven and hereafter) that complement what is represented in Christianity by the Crosses. 
Assuming a correct interpretation of those carvings that portray a Celtic belief, 10 Stones have 
symbols from all three beliefs so they are evaluated as "Shared Space for complementary P-M, 
Celtic and Christian "beliefs".

The easiest objects to research and assess are the Pictish-Mithraic and Christian ones - the 
presence of both types is confirmed on 23 of these 24 Stones (all except Inchbrayock). 
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Complementary versus Implied Acceptance? Initially it seemed that when evaluating the 
relationship (or not) between carved objects the preferred option would be to classify as 
Complementary only those objects representing different beliefs that were placed on the same 
side of a Stone e.g. a Latin Cross and a V-Rod & Crescent. As such those same two objects but on 
different sides would then be classified as Implied Acceptance. Despite that classification being 
straightforward and basically easy it added a constraint in interpretation that might not reflect 
what the carver intended so was not pursued. 

Mixed carving methods - implications? As so-called Class 2 stones have been defined (with Class 
3) as relief versus incised for Class 1 it was anticipated that in Investigation 4 all stones would be 
relief. For Meigle 5 this is not the case - the front and reverse are relief and the side face that is 
carved is incised. An example that truly tests the "Relief" rule is Ulbster where the Stone has 
carvings relative to several beliefs including Christian and all are incised - deep incised more in 
the way of a mason carving than surface "scratches" as on some Class 1 Stones. Maybe this is 
insignificant and a function of physical practicality - space constraint, potential undercutting 
carvings on main faces, impact damage etc. Conversely it could be significant for the reason 
stated in the analysis above. This prompted a check through all Class 2 stones to see if there are 
other cases of mixed carving - yes, clearly Glamis Hunter's Hill and Manse (seemingly re-used 
Class 1) and Golspie 2.

Animals, birds and fish - Celtic or Roman belief or part of a Scene? As with the other 
Investigations where there has prospectively been a Celtic belief the first step has been to 
decide whether the object with Celtic attributes could represent a belief and whether that 
object might have a Roman context (or neither or both). Almost all the slabs considered in this 
Investigation (actually 23 of the 24) have what is labelled "seemingly-non-religious" carvings - in 
other words, secular. Of the 10 Celtic symbols in Chapter 3, the deer, eagle, salmon and serpent 
could relate to "belief" the rest are generally attributes a person could have. When a "Scene" is 
present - typically hunting or military - the majority of what are listed as Celtic symbols are 
variously included. With this choice for the use of Celtic symbols interpretation relies very much 
on understanding context.

By considering what each object represents, by Stone and perhaps in varying context, a more 
meaningful evaluation is possible. So the Cross on one side of a Stone - representing Christian 
belief and after-life - can be complemented by a V-Rod & Crescent representing the travel of the 
soul to heaven and immortality on the other side of the Stone. This approach could possibly give 
different degrees of "complementary" with, arguably, relevant P-M and Christian symbols on the 
same side of a Stone as "strong complementary". Having thought this through there was a need 
to check this assessment was applied across all of the Investigations - and it has been.

On all but 1 Stone (St Vigeans 2, whose reverse is totally worn) there are additional objects 
which are not considered to represent a know belief or religion. Typically they form hunting or 
military "Scenes" and have been evaluated as "Seemingly-non-religious". Their inclusion on 23 of 
the 24 Stones in this Investigation adds another use for the Shared Space that seems to have 
been quite acceptable compared with the, arguably, primary purpose which was to show belief-
related objects.
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Listings in the Pictish-Mithraic Only section include all those Stones with readily identifiable 
decoded geometric carvings (listed below) plus the so-called Pictish Beast. 

V-Rod & Crescent Z-Rod & Double Disc
V-Rod Alone Z-Rod with Serpent/Snake
Mirror Double Disc Alone
Mirror Case Triple Disc
Comb Tuning Fork
Notched Rectangle Horseshoe/Arch

Where carvings are unclear and sometimes indecipherable these have not been included.

All the Stones in Investigation 5, from the material available, are confirmed as "single belief" - 
they have insufficient components for them to be considered for Shared Space. 

There are 6 types of carved objects on Pictish Symbol Stones:- 
1) Pictish-Mithraic, 2) Celtic attributes, 3) Roman context, 4) Christian Cross, 5)  People / Scene, 
6) Undecoded / Ogham.

A result is 16 different combinations plus 2 "single belief" categories which can clearly be 
identified as - a) Celtic Only and b) Pictish-Mithraic Only.

Being "single belief" these symbols can, logically, have no prospect of being considered as part 
of a belief combination. However, as they are on Symbol Stones - the subject of the Shared 
Space Investigations - they are included here for completeness.

The range of Stones in this Investigation extends from small fragments of individual Stones with 
incomplete objects like Findlarig, to groups located together with carvings that complement one 
another such as at Inveravon.

Some detail of the objects is given in the Celtic Only section not least to evaluate those carvings 
that could have a Roman context as well as their Celtic attributes. As the Investigation is into 
beliefs, as such, the Celtic interpretation takes priority as the boar, bull and eagle have more 
military than mythological meaning. For the Mithraic section, as the meaning of the objects on 
the Stones has been detailed in Investigations 1 to 4, just a sample of Stones is included to show 
why such Stones have been evaluated as P-M Only.

Of the animal, bird and fish carvings on the Pictish Symbol Stones - see Chapter 3 for details, 10 
have Celtic attributes 4 of which can be considered in a Roman context. Where there are any of 
these 4 an evaluation has to be made to determine if the object has Celtic or Roman meaning, 
neither or both.

Pictish-Mithraic (also referred to as Mithraic and P-M) objects are described and decoded in the 
book Pictish-Mithraism published by Austin Macauley. They are summarised in Chapter 2 of this 
book and are detailed at the following website: www.pictish-mithraism.com

 Investigation 5 - "Single Belief" objects
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Ardross 2 Deer
Perhaps Ardross 1 (dog or wolf) and Ardross 2 are fragments that could be from the same Stone. 
A complete Stone may have had other carvings.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Blackford Goose Plain Rectangle
Faint symbols are difficult to see. Listed in Appendix F of the P-M website as a "Plain Rectangle" 
with no specific decode. The Goose has a Celtic Attribute of hearth and home but a connection 
between the two carvings is not apparent.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Plain Rectangle has not been decoded in a P-M or 
any other context.

Ackergill 1, Ardross 1 & 2, Blackford, Burghead (x 6), Dores - Clune Farm, Dunachton, East 
Lomond Hill, Gairloch, Grantown, Inverness - Kingsmills, Inverurie 4, Lochardil and Oxtro.

Of these, 9 (Burghead [6 stones], Dores - Clune Farm, Inverness - Kingsmills and Oxtro) have 
carved objects that may have a Roman military or mythology context and 3 (Ackergill 1, 
Blackford and Grantown) additionally have rectangle objects that are undecoded.

Analysis and Evaluation for Each Stone:

Carved objects with prospectively Celtic attributes / Roman context are indicated in italics :-

Stone Name ↓  Animal, bird or fish ↓  undecoded

Ackergill 1 Salmon Decorated Rectangle
Found near a group of square cairns, the Decorated Rectangle has not been decoded in a 
Mithraic context and the salmon has alternatively been considered just as "a fish". If a salmon 
the context could be Celtic but the Decorated Rectangle is not aligned to a known belief.  If the 
Ogham [NEHTETRI] is a later addition then the carver had no conflict with whatever the existing 
carvings might have meant. No known Roman context.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Decorated Rectangle has not been decoded in a P-M 
or any other context.

Ardross 1 Dog or wolf
Ardross 1 and Ardross 2 (deer) are fragments that could be from the same Stone. A complete 
Stone may have had other carvings. Nearby Dalnavie Farm Stone has Pictish Symbols.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Single Belief - Celtic Only

Each of the following 19 Stones has animal, bird or fish objects which have Celtic attributes:-

68

PROOF



Grantown Deer Decorated                                    
Rectangle

This schist slab has a very clear stag; the deer has attributes including 
messenger & guide from the otherworlds in Celtic beliefs. Included in 
the Decorated Rectangle listing in the P-M website, this rectangle with 
spirals on two opposing corners has no current decode.

Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only. The Decorated Rectangle has 
not been decoded in a P-M or any other context.

Broken when waste ground was being reclaimed around 1859, the missing portions have been 
reconstructed beyond the middle portion of the body and three legs. As an object, the boar has 
both Celtic attributes and Roman context not least as the emblem of Valeria Victrix XX legion 
which was involved with the construction of Hadrian's and the Antonine walls  and served in 
Septimius Severus's Caledonia campaign. This Stone is near the original location of the Boar 
Stone which also has a Mirror Case (with P-M decode).
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Dunachton Deer's head
A seemingly intact slab which served as a lintel over a doorway - still at Dunachton Lodge. 
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

East Lomond Hill Ox or steer
Discovered about 1920 within the site of the fort, the animal carving is intact and alone.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Gairloch Bird & salmon
Discovered at Achtercair about 1880. Material has flaked so only the lower portion of the bird - 
assumed to be an Eagle but perhaps a Goose - is apparent. Although considered to be a Salmon 
it may be another fish. Celtic attributes can be given to both an Eagle and Salmon. As there is 
some doubt in several texts about the exact type of bird and fish an alternative Roman context 
interpretation is not being suggested.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Burghead (6 stones) Bull
A single bull is carved on each of the 6 Stones. In some Celtic beliefs (Druidic is often cited) it 
stands for strong will, fertility, wealth, abundance and virility. Arguably these bull stones are not 
at all associated with Pictish Stones in general (less still Symbol Stones) but they were listed by 
Anderson and Allen in 1903. With the bull being a legionary emblem and one such legion, VI 
Victrix, involved with the construction of Hadrian's and the Antonine Wall an option is a Roman 
context. No evidence suggests clearly that it is one or the other so either/both evaluations could 
apply.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Dores - Clune Farm Boar
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A small piece of stone with a clear carving of an ox or steer; listed by Anderson & Allen.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Oxtro Eagle
Seemingly on a cist cover - found in 1847; said to have been built into the wall of a farm building 
but has not since been located. Potentially there could be a Roman context as the eagle is on 
the Roman Army Standard. However, from the 7th/8th century dating in Canmore a Roman 
connection is highly unlikely.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Evaluation Outcomes -  Single Belief - Celtic only.
Because the above Stones do not have any carvings that could be considered to reflect Mithraic 
or Christian beliefs they are labelled "Single Belief". However, as some have objects that could 
be construed as having Celtic attributes and/or Roman context it has been necessary to evaluate 
which style applies. 10 are "Celtic Only" because the objects are animal / bird /fish with no 
alternative interpretation. A further 9 are evaluated as "Celtic Only with an additional Roman 
military context" because the bull (7 instances), boar and eagle were used as Roman military 
emblems. Being undecoded the Plain and Decorated Rectangle objects have no effect on 
evaluations. All 19 of these Stones are incise carved.

Single Belief - Pictish-Mithraic Only

Each of the 105 Stones listed below and on the following page has readily identifiable decoded 
carvings as listed in the first page of this chapter. 

Abdie, Aberlemno - Flemington, Abernethy, Advie, Ardlair - Kennethmont, Ardnilly, Balblair 2, 
Ballintomb, Bourtie, Brandsbutt, Broch of Gurness, Broomend of Critchie, Bruceton, Cairnton, 
Cargill, Clach Ard (Tote, Skye), Clatt x 3, Clynekirkton x 2, Clynemilton x 2, Collace - Fairygreen, 
Congash x 2, Craigton, Cullaird - Scaniport, Dalnavie Farm, Daviot, Dingwall, Drimmies, Drumbuie 
1, Dunnichen, Dunrobin - Dairy Park, Dyce 1, Edinburgh - Princess St, Fetterangus, Findlarig, 
Fiscavaig - Skye, Forres, Fyvie 1, Garbeg,

Inverness - Kingsmills Bull
Clearly a carving of a bull. As with Burghead, bull carvings are not at all associated with Pictish 
Stones in general (less still Symbol Stones) but they were listed by Anderson and Allen in 1903. 
Comments about Bulls in a Roman context are in the Burghead entry above.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only with an additional Roman military context.

Inverurie 4 Horse
Of the four Stones grouped together in the kirkyard of Inverurie, 1 to 3 are evaluated as P-M 
and could have been on one slab; this fourth of a stylised horse is separate and does not appear 
to have come from the slab that might have been cut down.
Evaluation - Single Belief - Celtic only.

Lochardil Ox or steer
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↓  Pictish-Mithraic (P-M) Symbol / undecoded

V-Rod & Crescent, Serpent & Z-Rod /  Ogham

Each of these 11 Stones has P-M  carved objects indicated in italics and are included to show 
why such Stones have been evaluated as P-M Only.

Stone Name

Ardlair, Kennethmont Pictish Beast, Tuning Fork, Mirror
The Mirror as the Zodiac has the Pictish Beast marking Capricorn - at which point the soul, on 
death, returns to heaven. With the Tuning Fork representing the inside of the Mithraeum there 
is the possibility that (unless passed down as a reminder of Roman Mithraism and where it was 
practised) the carving may have been done by someone who had been in a Mithraeum.

Brandsbutt
Reassembled from fragments of a broken whinstone block with P-M symbols that complement 
one another; the serpent in this context has a Cancer / Capricorn link. Ogham on the front face 
is transliterated as “IRATADDOARENS”.

List continued from previous page - Golspie (Class 1), Greens, Huntly, Huntly - Leys of Dummies, 
Inverallan, Inveravon x 3, Invereen, Inverurie 1 - 3, Kinblethmont, Kinellar, Kintore - Castle Hill x 
2, Kintore 4, Kintradwell x 3, Knockando / Pulvrenan 1, Latheron (lintel), Little Ferry Links x 2, 
Logie Elphinstone x 3, Longforgan, Mortlach 2, Navidale, Nether Corskie, Newton House 1 & 2, 
Newton of Collessie, Newton of Lewesk, North Redhill, Park House, Picardy Stone - Insch, 
Poolewe, Redland - Firth, Rhynie - Plough Inn, Rhynie - Old Church 2, Rhynie - Barflat 2, 
Rothiebrisbane, Sandside, Sands of Evie, St Peter's - S Ronaldsay, St Vigeans 5 (relief carving - 
may be part of a Cross Stone), Strathmartine Castle, Struan, Tillypronie, Tillytarmont 2, 3 & 5, 
Tobar na Maor - Skye, Torgorm, Tullich, Turriff Manse, Wantonwells - Insch, Watenan, Westfield - 
Falkland x 2.

Of these, 1 (Newton of Collessie) has an additional carving of a man bearing a spear and 
rectangular shield and  10 have additional carvings that fall into the "Undecoded / Ogham" types 
of carved objects. These are Abernethy (hammer and anvil), Brandsbutt (Ogham), Dalnavie Farm 
(inverted "L" or step), Dingwall (three circles and six cupmarkings), Kinblethmont (possible 
wheel), Knockando / Pulvrenan 1 (rayed disc), Logie Elphinstone 2 (circular Ogham), Mortlach 2 
(curvilinear, possibly variant on the "S"), Newton House 2 (spiral or concentric ovals and Ogham) 
and Rhynie, Old Church 1 (beast's head and 13 shallow cupmarkings).

In addition there are 16 Stones with less distinct carvings which when added in give an overall 
figure of 121 P-M Only Stones.

During Investigation 1 Rhynie Old Church 1, Strathmiglo and Tillytarmont 1 were found to be P-
M only. Including these 3 gives a final total of 124 Stones that are P-M Only.

Analysis and Evaluation for a sample of the "Pictish-Mithraic Only" Stones:
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Mirror Case, Decorated Horseshoe
The meanings of these objects would relate well to those on Inverurie Stone 1 with the 
Horseshoe decoded as a view into and from a Mithraeum. The Mirror Case is a different (more 
ornate) design to that on Inverurie Stone 1.

Inverurie 
1 (Pictish-
Mithraic)

Inverurie                  
2              

(Pictish-
Mithraic)

Inverurie 
3 (Pictish-
Mithraic)

Inverurie      
4           

(Celtic only)

V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Comb, L-Shaped Rectangle (undecoded)
Soul travel connects the three decoded P-M carvings; the L-Shaped 
Rectangle (sometimes referred to as a key) has not been decoded. This 
Stone is geographically close to Ardross 1 and 2 but is of a different 
stone material and carving style.

Dalnavie Farm

Drumbuie 1 Serpent & Z-Rod; Double Disc
Mutilated sandstone forming the cover of a cist-like structure. Drumbuie 1 (Mithraic only) and 
Drumbuie 2 (Mithraic and Celtic) may be parts of the same stone. However, they have been 
separately evaluated - Drumbuie 2 is included in Investigation 1.

Inverurie 1 V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror Case, Serpent & Straight Rod, Z-Rod & 
Double Disc

Of the four Stones in Inverurie, 1 to 3 are considered to have been cut down for re-use - perhaps 
from same slab? The decoded meanings for the objects on Stone 1 are very much 
complementary to one another in terms of structure of the universe, the pathway to and from 
heaven and travel of the soul. The style of the Serpent with a Straight Rod suggests it is 
specifically P-M and not Celtic.

Inverurie 2
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This could well be a very early Class I Stone (3rd century). 
Its incised carvings are very clear examples of the V-Rod & 
Crescent and Pictish Beast. In Pictish-Mithraism, they could 
have served to explain the travel of the soul on birth into 
mortality and its return on death into immortality with the 
Pictish Beast marking the path to heaven via Capricorn.

Overall "Single Belief" Observations and Conclusions

From the analyses by Stone, there are 3 outcomes:- Celtic Only = 10; Celtic Only with additional 
Roman military context = 9; Pictish-Mithraic Only = 124. Being "single belief" these 143 Stones 
cannot be contenders for Shared Space for different beliefs. Additionally, from Investigation 4, 
Inchbrayock's carvings are more in the context of so-called Class 3 type slabs and there are 
neither attributable Celtic or Mithraic carvings; this places it in a Single Belief category of its own 
- Christian. This gives 144 Single Belief Stones.

Using the labels Celtic Attribute  and Roman Context  instead of simply Celtic or Roman as 
outcomes is quite deliberate. It is the carved object that has the attribute, for example, the deer 
as a messenger/guide from otherworlds. It cannot be assumed that whilst a carving can be 
evaluated as having a Celtic Attribute that it has in fact been carved by a Celt. Likewise if a 
carving is of, for example, an eagle it could have more than one interpretation with Celtic 
attributes including  wisdom, long life, keen sight etc. and Roman context because it was used 
on the ubiquitous Roman Army Standard and as the emblem of V Macedonica legion. It cannot 
be assumed that the eagle, in this case, was carved either by a Celt or a Roman. To move 
towards stronger conclusions more prospective evidence is required and that is not apparent 
with the limited information that can come, typically, from fragments. 

Logie Elphinstone (1, 2, 
3)

Three stones each with V-Rod & Crescent, one with a double disc, a 
second with a Z-Rod & Double Disc, a third with a Pictish Beast  / the 
second one with Ogham

Three whinstone blocks now standing in the grounds of Logie Elphinstone House each with 
representation of the travel of the soul complemented by, in one case, the structure of the 
universe (Double Disc) and in another the Capricorn gate (Pictish Beast). Circular Ogham - the 
only non-linear example recorded - is transliterated, clockwise, as “QFTQU”.

Newton House 1 Notched Double Disc, Z-Rod & Serpent
Double Discs are usually carved with a Z-Rod but this one without it would still represent the 
structure of the universe  - earth, planets then (outer circle) stars. Serpents can have a Celtic 
meaning. However, when associated, as here, with a Z-Rod the P-M decode is a Cancer / 
Capricorn link. 

Strathmartine Castle V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast

There is some similarity between this carving and its equivalent on Inverurie Stone 1 - e.g. where 
the outer arms join the cross arm of the Z.

Inverurie 3 Z-Rod & Double Disc
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6

6.1

Celtic deities were in two groupings - "local" which embodied spirits of a particular feature of 
the landscape such as mountains, trees, or rivers so only known within surrounding areas and 
those generally known throughout large regions (in particular the gods and goddesses called 
upon for protection, healing, luck and honour). Such regions were quite specific sometimes  
comprising groups of countries but in the case of the British Isles basically by component 
country. Numerous male and female deities are noted in a Wikipedia List of Celtic Deities - truly 
diverse and polytheistic. Many of the Celtic deities had associations with planets and Roman 
beliefs e.g. Brigantia as a British goddess connected with river and water cults  equated with 
Minerva by the Romans. 

Some of the Celtic deities have characteristics giving alignment with some of the animal, bird 
and fish "attributes" carvings listed in Chapter 3. Eight instances have been identified with the 
number of occurrences in brackets - cunning (1), fertility (13), hearth (1), magic(13), protection 
(3), regeneration (5), wealth (1) and wisdom (4). Two Gods were of particular note: Cernunnos - 
known to all Celtic areas in one form or another; God of nature and all wild things, virility, 
fertility, animals, physical love, nature, woodlands, reincarnation, crossroads, wealth, 
commerce, warriors and Macha (Ireland)  - protectress in war as in peace, goddess of war and 
death, cunning, sheer physical force, sexuality, fertility, dominance over men.

Having initially identified a Celtic association for each of the animal, bird and fish carved objects 
on the Symbol Stones in a later re-evaluation it became apparent that the carvings did not 
allude to deities themselves but to personal attributes in the sense of physical and "softer skills" 
plus religious beliefs as referred to in Chapter 3.

Observations and Discussion

This Chapter is in eleven sections threading through the types of carved objects in the 
Investigations, further exploring beliefs and proposing some time frames.

Why Celtic "attributes" and not Celtic deities?

Mithraic and Christian symbols have been straightforward enough to recognise and ascribe a 
meaning. Animal, bird and fish objects are the bulk of the remainder. Not only do some of these 
have a relevant Roman context associated with the early 3rd century period and some centuries 
beyond but they tie in with Celtic "attributes" (detailed in Chapter 3).

Previous research by the author led to much of the text and pictures in Appendix F including 
references to Stone Circles near the River Spey that are thought to be Bronze Age from an early 
Celtic period. Their stones do not have symbol carvings although at least one has cup markings. 
In other places similar stones have been re-utilised as Pictish Symbol Stones. Whilst the 
geography of such locations might reveal a very broad underlying reason for creating places of 
worship, association with any specific Celtic belief, deity or attribute is not apparent. This 
prompted a re-think about why objects with a Celtic meaning are on Symbol Stones and why 
animals, birds and fish but not deities.
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6.2 Celtic Attributes and / or Roman Context - deciding on which

A key start point was researching the likely Celtic and Roman meaning of the animal, bird and 
fish carvings within the context of the  Symbol Stones'  environment and era then determining 
what (either, both or none) was appropriate; these are listed in Chapter 3. Ten objects that can 
be considered to be Celtic symbols appear on Pictish Symbol Stones (they may have other 
connotations). They have associated  "attributes" - some being "physical" aspects such as 
strength or endurance, others that might be called "softer skills" e.g. wisdom or faithfulness and 
some appearing to represent "beliefs" as in eternal life. No carvings or indirect depictions of 
recognised Celtic deities are seen on the Stones - perhaps the inclusion of the specific animal, 
bird and fish carvings was a fundamental belief that did not require any type of deity that could 
be construed to be an intermediary. 

In the Investigations when any linkage with a Mithraic or Christian object was evaluated it was 
with reference to the "attributes" of the Celtic object not just the object itself. For example, the 
serpent or snake spiritually has Celtic attributes of long / eternal life arguably approximating to 
the Pictish-Mithraic serpent/snake which usually is associated with a Straight or Z Rod and is 
decoded as a connection between the Cancer and Capricorn constellations alluding to the travel 
of the soul. As Mithraic meaning is concerned basically with spiritual belief there are no 
references to a person's attributes - conversely 9 of the 10 Celtic symbols have attributes which 
refer to people.

Of the ten animal, bird and fish carvings one has a Roman mythology meaning (the 
serpent/snake as a token of life beyond the grave); additionally, two intertwined serpents could 
represent the Caduceus which in Roman mythology was carried by Mercury the messenger of 
the gods.  Three have military relevance - the eagle prominent on the ubiquitous Roman army  
standard, the boar and bull as legionary emblems. Four objects have multiple contexts. The deer 
is seen as a messenger/guide from otherworlds suggesting a spiritual or "belief" aspect with 
vision  and patient  being more worldly. Attributes of the eagle include wisdom, long life, 
swiftness, strength, keen sight and knowledge of magic  which could be applied to a person. 
Additionally, the eagle is considered to convey the powers and messages of the spirit and it is 
man's connection to the divine because it flies higher than any other bird . Wisdom  and esoteric 
knowledge  are Celtic attributes for the salmon; additionally it is specifically admired in being 
able to exist in salt and fresh water and to return to its spawning grounds  - maybe these are 
reflected in the Celtic attribute of its wisdom. Salmon in a full life cycle generally are born and 
die in the same place - perhaps aligning with the P-M belief of the soul coming from and 
returning to heaven. An attribute of long / eternal life  for the serpent/snake gives a "belief" 
connotation added to its curious  and communicator  attributes which could apply to a person.

To see if there were any patterns in the incidences of Celtic symbols across the Symbol Stones, a 
record was created of Celtic symbol versus Stone name. Following an initial assessment 
Appendix A was created with analyses and notes. This preceded the more in-depth approach 
used in the Investigations in Chapter 5. This surfaced some key points not previously considered, 
for example:-
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6.3

•  where there were Celtic objects that have a Roman context perhaps that supports or, at 
minimum, suggests a theory of a Roman presence for that location. Of the 22 widely distributed 
bird objects on the Scottish mainland and Orkney Stones, 16 are Eagles; each Roman Army 
Legion carried an Eagle standard; most of the Stones with Eagles have Pictish-Mithraic carvings. 
Analyses in Appendix B resulted in some possible explanations on who may have carved these 
objects. Research into boars resulted in Appendix C being compiled prompting some challenging 
principles e.g. prospectively a Roman army presence further north than generally regarded.  

•  in those instances where animals and birds are  part of a hunting scene it is concluded that 
they are not portraying Celtic symbols.

• if there is choice in interpretation between a carving being a Celtic symbol or not then bias has 
been avoided. An example is the Gairloch Stone - an eagle which may be a goose and a fish 
which may be a salmon.

• what appears to be a Celtic object can be changed when it is mixed with another object - such 
as the snake/serpent on Logierait 1 with a Straight Rod and Balluderon with a Z-Rod making 
them Pictish-Mithraic symbols not Celtic.

• generally the attributes associated with Celtic symbols refer to a person's physical or softer 
skills rather than to religious belief or spiritual meaning. 

Another aspect is the interpretation of the so - called Pictish Beast. In Chapter 2 a description of 
the carving and its Capricorn associations is outlined. It is arguably based on the "goat fish" 
which started in Babylonian times and may well have been in a Roman "belief" - most likely 
Mithraic. Therefore here is another "animal" with a Roman connection but not a Celtic one.

Proximity of Class 2 to Class 1 Stones - coincidence or influence?

Anderson and Allen classification has specifically been used in this section and in Appendix D as 
the RCAHMS source refers to Class 1 (incised and with no Christian iconography) and Class 2 
(relief with both Pictish-Mithraic and Christian carvings).

For Stones designated as Class 2  to  be considered to have a Shared Space (having Pictish-
Mithraic Symbols on Christian Cross Slabs) there would have been a reason to somehow 
influence the inclusion of some of these Symbols. Christian believers' recognition, or acceptance, 
of the Mithraic views, and representative Symbols, would have been a prerequisite; another 
could have been the Mithraic believers' wish for some sort of continued acceptance. As 
Christianity became the dominant religion perhaps a form of absorption was practiced with the 
longer-term aim of complete conversion.  In practical terms geographic proximity between any 
new Class 2 Stone and existing Class 1 Stone could have helped facilitate seeing selected 
Symbols then carving them.                      
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Firstly, the Class 2 Stones were located on the map on Page 11 of The Pictish Symbol Stones of 
Scotland  (edited by Iain Fraser published by RCAHMS 2008) then the nearest and next close-by 
Class 1 Stones were identified. To ease location on the RCAHMS map, site numbers (in 
parentheses) are associated with names in Appendix D.

Considering each of the 18 locations of Class 2 Stones in Appendix D, 13 have symbols in 
common with Class 1 Stones that are identified as nearest and close-by to them. Glamis Manse 
1 (61), has Class 1 Symbols on its reverse (suggesting potential up-cycling) as well as a common 
carving - mirror - with Dunnichen. Shandwick (128) and Woodwrae (73) have elements of 
Double Discs in common with their nearest and close-by Class 1 Stones - not strongly influential. 
Only Logierait (187) and  Nigg (124) have no Symbols in common with their nearest and close-by 
Class 1 Stones but have other Mithraic Symbols. For example, Logierait (187) has a Serpent & 
Straight Rod, nearest Cargill (179) has what appears to be a Notched Rectangle and next close-
by Bruceton (178) has a Horseshoe and Pictish Beast.  Logierait (187) has two Class 2 Stones 
both with a Straight Rod and Serpent - the nearest Class 1 with this carving is Inverurie (26). The 
elaborately carved Nigg (124) Stone does not seem to have any carvings influenced by close 
Class 1 Stones.  Inchbrayock could be considered almost as Class 3.

A clear example of nearby Class 1 Stones potentially influencing carvings on a Class 2 Stone is 
the set in Appendix D comprising Eassie (58), Bruceton(178), Keillor (186), Dunnichen (57) and 
Strathmartine Castle (68). The Class 2 Stone i.e. Eassie has Pictish Beast, Z-Rod & Double Disc 
and Horseshoe objects. Looking at the nearest Class 1 Stones, Bruceton has a Pictish Beast and a 
Horseshoe; Keillor a Z-Rod & Double Disc. Next close-by Dunnichen has a Z-Rod & Double Disc; 
Strathmartine Castle a Pictish Beast and a Z-Rod & Double Disc.

The Meigle (189) collection of seven Class 2 Stones has Pictish Beast, Comb, Mirror, Serpent & Z-
Rod, V-Rod & Crescent, Double Disc (portion), Mirror Case, Double Disc Alone, Crescent Alone 
and Z-Rod & Double Disc carvings. These could have been influenced by nearby Class 1 carvings 
including Pictish Beast, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb, Mirror and Mirror Case.

The selection of Class 2 Stones in Appendix D was taken from a list of Stones that have 
combinations of a Christian Cross, Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and animals, fish and birds that may 
have been carved in the context of Celtic beliefs (the subject of Investigations in Chapter 5) plus 
four Stones which have Christian and P-M carvings but do not have Celtic attributes - Kirriemuir 
1 (65), Logierait 1 (187), Monifieth 1 (66) and Monymusk (35). This is not an exhaustive Class 2 
list - the focus, specifically, is on Class 1 Stones in close proximity to Class 2 ones.
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Monifieth (66) Cross slabs have Double Disc, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb and V-Rod & Crescent 
objects. A Pictish Beast is on all three nearby Stones - Linlathen Stone (76)  whose current 
location is unknown, Strathmartine Castle (68) and Kinblethmont (63). In addition, each of 
Strathmartine Castle and Kinblethmont has a V-Rod & Crescent. Perhaps there is some 
significance for the early presence of the Pictish Beast and V-Rod & Crescent in this location but 
with the Pictish Beast not appearing on the Class 2 Stones at Monifieth which have several other 
Pictish symbols.

Between the two Kirriemuir (65) Class 2 Stones there are Comb, Mirror and V-Rod & Crescent 
carvings. Nearby Bruceton (178) does not have its Pictish Beast and Horseshoe represented on 
either of the Kirriemuir Stones. Next close-by Aberlemno Roadside 1 (51) and Flemington Farm 
(52) have Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb, Mirror, Horseshoe and Pictish Beast. Common objects 
across the Class 1 and 2 Stones in this instance are the Comb and Mirror.

St Vigeans (67) Stones (found in or near the church that dominates the village) have several 
Pictish Symbols including Z-Rod & Double Disc, Comb and Mirror objects which have 
commonality with nearby Class 1 Stones. However, the Pictish Beasts on Kinblethmont (63) and 
on Linlathen (76) and the V-Rod & Crescent on Kinblethmont (63) do not seem to have 
influenced inclusion on any of the set of St Vigeans Stones.

Whilst Aberlemno Roadside 1 (51), Aberlemno Flemington Farm (52) and Kinblethmont (63) 
have a range of Symbols there is no apparent influence seen in Inchbrayock which has two 
decorated discs that do not look like a Pictish Symbol. Although listed as Class 2, Inchbrayock 
with its Christian Cross and biblical scene is more aligned to Anderson and Allen's so-called Class 
3.

Although some authors state there is no case for the Classes of Stones to be in a chronological 
order, if the premise that the Stones were used for religious purposes is correct, then with 
Christianity being introduced from around the 6th century and preceding beliefs being called 
"pagan", Class 1 came before Class 2. This is an important point when thinking about the 
proximity between Class 2 and Class 1 Stones and the influence of carving Pictish-Mithraic 
objects onto slabs with Christian crosses. 

Below are five examples of a Class 2 Stone in close proximity to Class 1 Stones with prospective 
interpretations. For each, the Class 2 Stone numbered location is ringed in blue with the nearest 
and next close-by numbered Class 1 Stones ringed in brown.

Example 1  -  Cossans (56) Class 2 Stone has a V-Rod & 
Crescent and a Z-Rod & Double Disc, both symbols are 
found right across Pictland and fundamental in being able 
to "talk through" and explain the principles of Pictish 
Mithraism. 
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Example 1 (contd) Nearby Class 1 Stones at Dunnichen (57) and Aberlemno Roadside (51) have Z-
Rod & Double Disc carvings so could well have influenced their inclusion on Cossans. Also in 
close proximity are two Stones each with a Horseshoe and Pictish Beast - Bruceton (178) and 
Aberlemno Flemington Farm (52). With Comb and Mirror objects at Aberlemno Roadside and 
Dunnichen this set of Stones collectively includes all the Symbols essential in describing P-M. 
Perhaps the pre-Christian Stones in this area helped to enable P-M to be followed also using the 
Symbols on the Cross slab which has, in itself, shown that it functions as a Shared Space for two 
different beliefs.

Example 2 - Christian Crosses are on both sides of the 
Ulbster (104) Stone with P-M Symbols - V-Rod & Crescent, 
Pictish Beast and a Double Disc all on one side. Nearby 
Latheron (101) and Watenan (105) each have a V-Rod & 
Crescent, Ackergill (96) Stones have a Notched Rectangle, 
a Decorated Rectangle and a short section of curved line. 

Artistically executed in a similar style, the V-Rod & Crescent carving integrates with the Cross 
designs. Presence more than design cues could have influenced the carving. Certainly a Shared 
Space for not only P-M and Christian beliefs but also Celtic (from the salmon, serpent and 
horse).

Example 3 - A V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc and 
Double Disc Alone are on the reverse side of the "Shared 
Space" Stone at Fowlis Wester (182). Only the Abernethy 
(175) Stone close-by has what could be considered 
influential symbols - V-Rod & Crescent and Tuning Fork. 
Carvings on Cargill (179) - possibly a Notched Rectangle - 
and Blackford (177) - perhaps a rectangle (with no decode) 
- belong on Class 1 Stones but hardly represent any P-M, 
or other, meaning. In general across Pictland there are 
many examples of broken, worn and re-shaped Stones 
which may originally have had additional carvings.

Geographically on the west edge of an area (now Perth & Kinross and Angus) with Class 1 and 2 
Stones, Fowlis Wester does not have any common Symbols with the closest Class 2 Stone at 
Gask which has a Z-Rod & Serpent. This Class 2 Stone has functioned as a Shared Space for 
Christian and Mithraic beliefs with one carving that may have been influenced by nearby 
Abernethy Class 1 Stone (V-Rod & Crescent).

Example 4 - A Pictish Beast, V-Rod & Crescent and Double 
Disc Alone are on the reverse of the Golspie Class 2 (140) 
Cross slab. It has eight Stones in close proximity all with 
Pictish - Mithraic Symbols (listed on the next page):-
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Example 4 (contd)

Example 5 - Carving of the one P-M Symbol on the Class 2 
Monymusk (35) Stone could have been directly influenced 
by the Triple Disc on the Kintore Churchyard (29) Class 1 
Stone which also has a Pictish Beast and V-Rod & Crescent. 

The Triple Disc, in P-M decode terms, represents the Zodiac and (180° apart) Cancer and 
Capricorn constellations - the gates from and to heaven whose "soul travel" meaning has 
parallels with some Christian beliefs. Kintore Castle Hill (30) has two Stones with Pictish Beasts, a 
Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror and Tuning Fork. Another Pictish Beast is on Kintore 4 (31). With 
Pictish Beasts on the three nearby Stones it is perhaps surprising that object is not on this low 
relief, Cross Stone with geometric and knot designs.

Some observations from these examples include - 

•  In these examples there is a limited number of animals, birds and fish carvings on 
Class 2 Stones that could be construed to represent Celtic attributes - in fact, only a 
salmon, serpent and horse on Ulbster (104).

•  As the Class 2 Stones in the area between Dingwall and Wick (Examples 2 & 4) seem 
less influenced by geographically close Class 1 Stones than in the case of  those in the 
general area of Forfar (Examples 1 & 3), perhaps there was a different mechanism for 
prompting the carving of the older Symbols e.g. by sea from across the Moray Firth 
rather than by land.

•  Overall the presence of Class 1 Mithraic Symbols on Class 2 Stones strongly 
suggests a deliberate and purposeful inclusion to function in way of influence and 
"transition" from one belief to another. The widespread carving of the V-Rod & 
Crescent reinforces it as a fundamental symbol.

Dunrobin (138) - Tuning Fork, Comb, Mirror.
Craigton (137) - V-Rod & Crescent, Notched Rectangle.
Dunrobin D P (139) - Z-Rod & Serpent, Comb, Mirror.
Little Ferry (146) - 4 fragments. V-Rod & crescent.
Golspie Class 1 (141) - V-Rod & Crescent, Comb, Mirror.
Clynekirkton (135) - 2 Stones. V-Rod & Crescentx2, Mirror.
Clynemilton (136) - 2 Stones. V-Rod & Crescent, Horseshoe, Mirror x 2, 
Comb, Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle.
Kintradwell (143) - 4 slabs. Mirror Case, Triple Disc portion, V-Rod & 
Crescent, Comb, Mirror, partial Tuning Fork.

None of the Stones nearby to Golspie Class 2 has a Pictish beast or Double Disc Alone but 
collectively 6 examples of a V-Rod & Crescent, 4 Combs, 6 Mirrors and 1 Z-Rod & Double Disc - 
all in the top five most common Pictish Symbols.

List of Stones in close proximity all with Pictish - Mithraic Symbols:-
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6.4

6.5

People and Scenes - biblical, military and more

With a focus on seeing if the Stones had mutually shared "belief" meanings from their symbols 
the people/scene category in "types of carved objects" could have been overlooked. Instead, by 
understanding what they meant (in no different a way to understanding symbols) there was an 
opportunity to assess if the people and scene carvings were relevant to any theology 
represented on the Stones - some of them did. From Investigations 2, 3 and 4 it appears that 
people alone, on horseback (for example) or in scenes (some biblical, some hunting) are only on 
Stones with Christian crosses. They are not on any Mithraic "only" or Celtic "only" Stones. 

It cannot be deduced that because these objects are on Stones which have Christian Crosses 
that the people/scene carvings are relevant to that theology. Aberlemno Church has a battle 
scene which some authors have suggested may be Dunnichen of 685; in the lower right of the 
reverse side of this slab a person is being attacked by what appears to be a crow. Nearby 
Aberlemno Roadside 2 has a hunting scene as well as the biblical story of David rending the jaws 
of the lion. Animals and birds on the Stone located at Elgin cathedral are not considered to 
represent any Celtic beliefs but a hunting scene. For Meigle 4 there is difficulty in deciding 
whether the people on horseback are part of  hunting scene or otherwise. 

The foregoing are just examples from the 21 Stones in Investigation 2; both Stones in 
Investigation 3 have people/scene carvings and 19 Stones in Investigation 4: a total of 42 Stones. 
Scenes of biblical stories are readily recognisable so are supportive of the theology of the 
Christian Cross. Warriors may commemorate battles and hunting scenes may celebrate the 
hunters' abilities.

Ogham - a later incidental addition, or not?

Ogham text has been carved onto geographically spread Symbol Stones. All the inscriptions are 
incised appearing as additions and seemingly not an integral part of the original overall designs - 
that in itself does not actually lend any further indication to dating of the Symbol Stones 
themselves. In each case there appears to be no specific positioning of the stem-line relative to 
a Pictish Symbol – except where the Ogham is on the narrow side of a Stone suggesting a 
decision to not place on the already decorated surfaces (sometimes perhaps due to space 
restrictions). Ogham was seemingly used between the 4th and 9th centuries CE in Ireland; being 
on Class 1 and 2 Pictish Stones would suggest a carving timeline of 4th to 8th centuries.

Ogham on a fragment of a Class 2 Stone from Formaston, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire [picture on 
next page] has characters on two parallel artificial stem-lines on its front face - picture 
alongside. Transliterations are  “MAQQOoiTALLUORRH | NxHHTVROBBACCxNNEVV” which a 
Canmore reference suggests are Pictish names Nehht and Talorc. From the Pictish Chronicle King 
Lists, Talorc I reigned from 452 to 456 and Talorc II from 538 to 549 (between Cailtram and Drest 
V). "MAQQ" is considered to be the equivalent of Mac i.e. "son of" which might lead back to 
either kings father but does not appear to do so.
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Ogham in 
Ogham

6.6

• Ogham 

In Chapter 5 evaluations were made using a maximum of six types or groups of carved objects. 
However, Pictish Symbols comprised both decoded and undecoded; animals, birds and fish had 
three outcomes - Celtic attributes, Roman mythology and Roman military; people scenes had 
religious and unclear contexts. By further categorising into all ten elements it is easier to see 
more relevant detail, to recast into overall evaluations of "belief" and "not belief - but 
accommodated on the Stones" and to carry out some bulk analysis across all the Stones.  These 
are the ten elements:-

• Pictish Symbols - decoded
• Pictish Symbols - not yet decoded
• Celtic attributes
• Roman context - mythology
• Roman context - military 

• People / Scene - religious
• Christian Cross

• People / Scene - unclear
• Undecoded (not yet known)

In Chapter 5 evaluations were made using a maximum of six types or groups of carved objects. 
However, Pictish Symbols comprised both decoded and undecoded; animals, birds and fish had 
three outcomes - Celtic attributes, Roman mythology and Roman military; people scenes had 
religious and unclear contexts. By further categorising into all ten elements it is easier to see 
more relevant detail, to recast into overall evaluations of "belief" and "not belief - but 
accommodated on the Stones" and to carry out some bulk analysis across all the Stones.  These 
are the ten elements:-

In fact  the Nehht spelling is perhaps incorrect and is more 
likely to be Necht or Nechtan - a frequently used Pictish 
King name the last of whom reigned from 706 to 729. All 
the instances of Ogham on Pictish Stones appear as 
additions - applying that to the Aboyne Stone with an 
assumption that the Nechtan is, indeed, the 8th century 
king would lead to the Stone with its Cross being carved in 
the 7th or 8th century. However, that does not help to 
explain the Talorc text - further investigation would be 
interesting.

Appendix E records for each Stone – name; Class; location 
of the Ogham inscription and transliteration; and, where 
appropriate, some comments. With Ogham predominantly 
being on Class 2 Stones and assuming they succeeded 
Class 1 this points towards a timeline for their inscription. 
With an incise carving method on otherwise, mainly, relief 
Cross slabs they are clearly "additions" that do not adopt 
the artistry of the surface. Their carving is probably not 
incidental and if they are in the main Pictish King names 
almost a form of graffiti to record a past era.

Refining the Categories of Carved Objects on the Stones
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decoded Pictish -
Mithraic

Celtic
mythology
military

Christian

religious
unclear

Beliefs

6.7

Mithraic Celtic Christian

Pictish Symbols Not yet decoded

Animal, Bird, Fish

These are the ten elements referred to on the previous page mapped into a diagram:-

Beliefs - within a "Shared Space" and otherwise

This is the range of beliefs, as such, either individually as "single belief" or combined in various 
permutations,  whose characteristic symbols are carved on Pictish Stones:-

The term "single belief" refers to those Stones with carvings that are relevant to only one belief; 
they cannot be contenders for Shared Space in the context of beliefs. This does not mean that 
their surfaces were not used for carving non-belief objects - in many instances "seemingly non-
religious" items have been accommodated across many Symbol Stones. Both Mithraic and Celtic 
"single belief" Stones are within the end-to-end Pictish Symbol Stone time frame (3rd to 8th 
centuries); having no so-called Pictish Symbols, Christian "single belief" Stones (also known as 
Class 3) are beyond that period.

Four combinations of beliefs were identified in the Investigations:-

Mithraic & 
Celtic

Celtic 
attributes Roman 

context 

Christian Cross

People / Scene

Seemingly Non-
ReligiousUndecoded

Ogham script

Types of Carved Objects Not beliefs but 
accommodated on 

the Stones

Mithraic & 
Christian

Celtic & 
Christian

Mithraic, 
Celtic & 
Christian
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6.8

24 Y Y
7 Y Y Y
6 Y Y
4 Y Y
2 Y Y Y Y
1 Y Y Y
1 Y Y Y

6.9

For any Stone to be designated as a Shared Space with carvings representing Complementary 
Beliefs there need to be carvings from different beliefs with similar or identical meanings i.e. 
there is correlation between them.

This table summarises the output from Investigations 1 to 4 for those Stones analysed as having 
objects with Complementary Beliefs. "Seemingly Non-Religious" includes Undecoded, Ogham 
and People/Scene types of carved objects where a belief representation or interpretation is 
unclear.

Celtic Christian Military

Types of Carved Objects

Nu
m

be
r o

f 
St

on
es

Beliefs Also accommodated

Pictish -
Mithraic

Roman
Seemingly Non- ReligiousMythology

Y
Y

When any two, or more, beliefs are represented on a Symbol Stone they are considered to be in 
a Shared Space. Two kinds of Shared Space were discovered during the Chapter 5 Investigations. 
Where there are symbols from two, or more, religious beliefs that have similar or identical 
meanings there is correlation between them - these have been labelled "Complementary" 
beliefs. If the meanings of the carvings are related so that they, at minimum, do not clash but 
are perhaps not sufficiently strongly linked to be harmonised then they are labelled as "Implied 
Acceptance". Instances of these two types are in Investigations 1, 2 and 3; especially 4; but not 5 
as it covers only single beliefs. 

Shared Space - Complementary Beliefs

Y

Across the total of these 45 Stones, the instances of Complementary beliefs are 16% Celtic & 
Mithraic, 62% Mithraic & Christian and 22% all three. "Seemingly Non-Religious" as mentioned 
above are on 73% of these Stones; 7% have objects that could relate to Roman mythology. In 
addition, maybe not unexpectedly, there are exceptions, each with a Roman mythology context: 
Aberlemno Roadside 1, Knockando 2 and Upper Manbean are seen as either a Shared Space for 
Complementary Celtic & Mithraic beliefs or Pictish-Mithraic only because of the P-M serpent 
decode. They are not included in the table.

Shared Space - Implied Acceptance of Beliefs
This table summarises the output from Investigations 1 to 4 for those Stones analysed as having 
objects with Implied Acceptance of Beliefs. As with Complementary Beliefs above, "Seemingly 
Non-Religious" includes Undecoded, Ogham and People/Scene types of carved objects where a 
belief representation or interpretation is unclear.
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17 Y Y
10 Y Y Y
6 Y Y
4 Y Y
3 Y Y
1 Y Y Y

6.10

124 10 9 1

6.11

Mythology Military

Y

Across the total of these 41 Stones, the instances of Implied Acceptance of beliefs are 37% Celtic 
& Mithraic, 56% Mithraic & Christian and 7% Celtic & Christian; there is no instance of all three. 
"Seemingly Non-Religious", mentioned above, are on 41% of these Stones - only on those 
depicting Mithraic & Christian beliefs. The 7% having objects that could relate to Roman military 
are only on Mithraic & Celtic belief Stones.

 "Single Belief" - Cannot be Shared Space

Although the purpose of the Investigations was to see where there might be "shared" spaces for 
different beliefs, for completeness it was decided to also include those Stones with objects that 
might only have had relevance to a single belief. Initially for such Stones two clear evaluations 
were anticipated i.e. Mithraic and Celtic. Exceptions occurred! As well as having Celtic Attributes 
the bull (7 instances), boar and eagle were used as Roman military emblems so these Stones are 
counted as Celtic and/or Roman. Inchbrayock is the Stone from Investigation 4 that is more so-
called Class 3 type as there are neither attributable Celtic or Mithraic carvings - this makes it 
Stand Alone.

Types of Carved Objects

Pictish -
Mithraic Celtic

Celtic 
and/or 
Roman

Christian
No. of "Single Belief" 
Stones →

Being "single belief" 
these 144 Stones 
cannot be contenders 
for Shared Space for 
different beliefs. 

Types of Carved Objects
Nu

m
be

r o
f 

St
on

es
Beliefs Also accommodated

Pictish -
Mithraic Celtic Christian

Roman
Seemingly Non- Religious

Exploring Time Frames for "Shared Space"

By taking some likely dates (by CE century) for the carving of the objects on the Stones, time 
frames for any Shared Space prospects can be estimated. 

Sufficient evidence of military camps in Pictland  up to the early 3rd century, led to the  proposal 
in the author's Pictish-Mithraism book that a Roman army withdrawal from Caledonia of around 
212 CE is the earliest start point for the evolution of Roman Mithraism into Pictish-Mithraism by 
army "stayers". There was a Roman military return to Caledonia around the end of the 3rd 
century with limited information on locations of sites. 
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The final withdrawal from Britain was in 411. With insufficient information neither is seen as an 
alternative start point for P-M. Exposure to Christianity prospectively came earlier than with St 
Columba (late 6th century); St Palladius who perhaps died at Fordoun around 450 may have 
brought Christianity to Pictland by the mid-5th century. That arguably gives a start point for 
Christianity in the 5th century but evidence is flimsy so the more accepted influence flowing 
from St Columba's visit to Inverness in 565 is seen as more likely - this gives an earliest start 
point for Christianity in Pictland of the 6th century; the adoption of the belief and the change in 
carving techniques suggest a step increase in appearance of Christian Cross shapes in the 7th 
century. 

Mithraic practice did not stop then but continued with P-M symbols on Stones with Christian 
Crosses. Many texts suggest the 8th / 9th century as the period for those Stones with only 
Christian Crosses and biblical scenes (referred to as Class 3 by Anderson and Allen) - allowing for 
an overlap time between the arrival of the "Class 3" and the last of those Stones with Pictish 
Symbols the 8th century is effectively the likely end point of Pictish-Mithraism. 

Some animals, birds and fish can represent Celtic attributes and have a Roman context therefore 
such carvings need, in every instance, to be assessed to determine which, both or neither are 
the most likely interpretations. Celtic culture's arrival in Britain has varying estimates - typically 
6th century BCE and earlier; for the purpose of investigating Shared Space prospects assuming 
Celtic influence as being well established in 3rd century CE is adequate. Christianisation 
seemingly replaced Celtic beliefs so an end period for Celtic attributes no longer being relevant 
is notionally set within the 7th century. 

Roman context is generally related to the significance of the military symbolism of any animals, 
birds or fish (which also, for this text, have Celtic attributes) and at what time that might have 
been appropriate. In fact only the boar, bull and eagle have both Celtic attributes and Roman 
military context as outlined in Chapter 3. Additionally snakes/serpents appear in Roman 
mythology as tokens of life beyond the grave, have Celtic attributes and feature widely in 
Mithraic belief. With an estimated start time for Pictish Symbol Stones of the early to mid 3rd 
century - following the Roman withdrawal of 212 - this would also be the start point for any 
carvings with Roman context on the basis that "stayers" from the Roman military initiated their 
carving. A direct, first hand Roman context having a duration of more than a generation cannot 
reasonably be claimed; through handing down knowledge perhaps another two generations 
could arguably be added but that would only stretch broadly to the end of the 3rd century. 

Possibly passed down tradition sustained continuation of carving with a Roman context but 
more realistic is that carvings on very early Stones had direct relevance at the time and that 
Stones with Roman military context were incise carved only in that early time period. From that 
rationale, plus in the Investigations there being no instances of Roman context objects being in 
the Christian time frame, it is deduced that items with an intended Roman context were not 
carved beyond the 4th century.
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3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th

Ogham was seemingly used between the 4th and 9th centuries CE in Ireland. Being on so-called 
Class 1 and 2 Pictish Stones would suggest a carving timeline of 4th to 8th centuries i.e. before 
the erection of those Stones with Crosses that specifically were not carved with "symbols" other 
than those of a Christian context (so-called Class 3).

From Investigations 2, 3 and 4 it appears that people alone, on horseback (for example) or in 
scenes (some biblical, some hunting) are only on Stones with Christian crosses. Such carvings 
continue beyond the era of  Symbol Stones onto stones still categorised as Pictish but only with 
Christian crosses. This gives a start point of around the 7th century and an end point of the 9th 
for such objects.

Objects not deciphered as Pictish-Mithraic or otherwise have been labelled "undecoded" 
including decorated rectangle, L-shaped rectangle, interlaced animals, indecipherable 
quadrupeds, flowers, spiral/concentric ovals and cup markings. Whilst the majority appear on 
Stones from the Christian belief period there also are some - predominantly geometric - that are 
on earlier Stones. Undecoded objects appear, therefore, across the whole time frame covered in 
this book.

In the diagrams below all dates are shown as Century CE.

Pictish-Mithraic symbols
Roman context

Celtic attribute
Christian Cross

Ogham text
People / Scene

Undecoded

Based on the text above, these are prospective periods when objects were carved and, 
consequently, are the time frames for the pursuit of Mithraic, Celtic and Christian beliefs in 
Pictland.

Historically an element of combining Roman and Celtic beliefs resulting in Romano-Celtic deities 
has been identified. However, the objects seen on the Symbol Stones that have Celtic 
pertinence are animals, birds and fish and not known deities as such therefore any prospective 
Roman / Celtic belief combinations have not been pursued.

From this diagram the time periods for those beliefs that are in Shared Space combinations can 
readily be derived.

Taking all instances of Shared Space combinations for Complementary and Implied Acceptance 
Shared Space together - covering 86 Stones - the combinations by number of Stones and 
percentages of the total are on the following page.
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Combinations of Shared Space beliefs by number of Stones and percentages of the total:-

Shared Space Beliefs No. Stones % of total
22 25.5
10 11.6
3 3.5

51 59.3

3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th

Dupplin Cross located inside St Serf's church, Dunning →

Beyond the time period of the Investigations are those 
Pictish Stones that have Christian iconography only, such 
as the Dupplin Cross in the style of a High Cross (similar to 
those in Ireland and Northumbria) with a horserider, a 
man fighting a bear and a harper (thought to be David) 
plus dogs. A Latin inscription implies that the Cross was 
carved either during, or shortly after, the reign of 
Caustantín (died 820 CE according to the Annals of Ulster).

Mithraic & Celtic

Celtic & Christian
Mithraic & Christian

Mithraic, Celtic & Christian

By combining the data in the previous two diagrams, this is the overall picture of Shared Space 
time frames for beliefs and relative volume by % of Stones:-

Mithraic & Celtic 25.5%

Mithraic, Celtic & 
Christian 11.6%

Celtic & Christian 3%

Mithraic & Christian 59.3%

What these time periods and relative volumes of Shared Space beliefs may mean will be 
expanded upon in Chapter 7.
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7 Was a Shared Space Successfully Enabled ?

Linking back to Chapter 1, having now explored reasons how and why a space "would have been 
shared, the impact and the consequences" the final assessment is whether this was actually 
successful. With limited existence of relevant historical material, interpretation has been 
necessary applying logically thought through analyses.  We do not know, definitely, that carvings 
of objects associated with beliefs were actually used, for example, to explain and bridge the 
differences (or similarities) between such beliefs so this concluding chapter is evaluating 
whether the ability to do that was enabled. Hence the use of the word "enabled" in these final 
conclusions.

By considering the seemingly uncontroversial functions that would have been enabled suggests 
success in that the Stones have generally remained unadulterated for over a thousand years. 
Having objects associated with more than one belief on individual Stones, often in a common 
carving style, suggests success in people with different beliefs prepared to share them in a 
common surface space. Attempting to transition thinking from one belief to another (most 
notably Mithraism to Christianity) without a prior need to remove symbols from earlier Stones 
suggests a successful strategy. So it seems that not only was Shared Space successfully enabled 
it was also successfully used. In the next paragraphs enough justification for these successes 
should appear.

Objects potentially with a Celtic meaning have been challenging to interpret. On the Symbol 
Stones there are widespread carvings of animals, birds and fish from Stones carved only with 
these objects to various combinations with items associated with Mithraic and Christian 
meaning to hunting scenes where the context is arguably not related to a type of belief. It has 
become clear that it is the context of animals, birds and fish that determines the interpretation - 
they do not appear to have been randomly placed. Why Celtic objects with associated 
"attributes" and not deities are represented was explored in Chapter 6; these attributes were 
mainly to do with an individual's physical aspects (such as strength or endurance) and softer 
skills (such as wisdom or faithfulness) but extended to aspects of beliefs (such as eternal life). 

Seeking better understanding of the Celtic objects
Further analysis based on output from Investigations in Chapter 5 is explored below.

Investigation 1 looked into the 28 Stones where Celtic and Pictish-Mithraic beliefs are 
represented. All objects are incise carved and each Stone appears to have been carved "by the 
same hand". Three quarters of these Stones are considered to act as a Shared Space for both 
beliefs with 7 in the Complementary category and 15 evaluated as Implied Acceptance. 

Evaluations in Investigation 1 range from P-M only to Implied Acceptance to the mutually 
supportive Complementary with context always being the key decider in each case, for example 
proximity of carvings in a space.
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Having clear Celtic and Mithraic meaning the Serpent object on 5 
Stones has been particularly difficult to assess. Eternal life, 
regeneration and life beyond the grave as Celtic meanings for the 
Serpent are consistent, in terms of belief, with the P-M Symbol 
decodes of heaven beyond the tangible universe, steps to heaven and 
the Capricorn gateway to heaven. Mithraic explanations for the 
serpent include alluding to the Milky Way and the Hydra Constellation. 

Investigation 3 detailed  the two Stones each evaluated as a Shared Space more with Implied 
Acceptance of Celtic and Christian beliefs than symbols being Complementary. Both - Latheron 
(in Caithness) and Mortlach (Dufftown, Moray) - have, most unusually, a mix of carving methods 
each with a low relief cross with an incise eagle. St Columba's visit to Inverness in 565 is 
supposedly the start point for Christianity in Pictland presumably further reinforced by St 
Drostan who became abbot at Deer, Buchan. This tends to suggest a timeframe of later 6th /  
early seventh century for these Stones. Having objects with Celtic "attributes" carved on them - 
collectively eagle, salmon, dog/hound and serpent - prompts whether these carvings were 
intentional (not least as these are the only Stones with Christian and Celtic objects) or not but 
serving some other purpose.

All Stones with hunting scenes other than Mortlach have Mithraic and Christian carvings i.e. in 
Investigations 2 and 4. Coupled with the style of the fish monsters being a "one off" maybe 
there is a possibility that the Mortlach Stone has been inspired by seeing and copying from more 
standard examples. Although the Latheron Stone appears to have a Cross maybe it is not - 
Canmore entries refer to rectangle shapes. Both of these Stones serve to illustrate - albeit in the 
extreme - the difficulty in understanding the relevance of the carvings.

Investigation 4 covered the most diverse collection of carvings on the Symbol Stones - Celtic, 
Mithraic and Christian. All have relief carvings. These 24 Stones have clear examples of Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs, in effect expanding on Investigation 2 with the addition of carvings 
representing Celtic "attributes".  Adding to the complexity of selecting what relates to a belief 
and what does not there are additionally "seemingly non-religious carvings" - 19 noted as 
People / Scene and 19 as Undecoded /  Ogham objects. From the analyses 10 of the Stones are 
considered to have enabled Shared Space for Complementary P-M, Christian and Celtic beliefs - 
9 of these also had seemingly non-religious carvings. They are considered here in more detail:

St Vigeans 2 is the Stone evaluated as a Shared Space for Complementary  P-M, Celtic 
and Christian beliefs without any non-religious carvings; the back is totally worn - 
there is nothing discernible. Because of the decode in P-M terms for the Z-Rod & 
Serpent, Mirror and Comb plus the clear symbolism of the Cross, St Vigeans 2 (as with 
St Vigeans 1) is a "transition" Stone for P-M and Christian beliefs. However, it could be 
argued that the Eagle which in Chapter 3 is included as having Celtic "attributes", 
could have a biblical connotation (hope and strength, for example) and could have 
been included to directly complement the Cross.
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St Vigeans 2 is an example of the difficulty in evaluating the meaning of individual 
carved objects yet alone whether there can be associations across different beliefs.

Revisiting the further 9 Stones in Investigation 4 that have carvings assessed as being 
complementary across three beliefs, it is useful to test the evaluations involving those 
items seen as having Celtic "attributes". Collectively these Stones have serpent, deer's 
head, salmon, dog/hound, horse head, eagle boar and stag carvings. Taking St Vigeans 
1, both the boar and stag are in hunting scenes; the eagle looks as if it is biting the 
salmon but this represents no apparent significance. A serpent is on each of Glamis 
Hunter's Hill, Glamis Manse and Ulbster - the Glamis Stones appear to be re-used 
Class 1 with the incise Serpents on the reverse side to the Crosses, Ulbster's Serpent is 
on the same side as the Cross. 

Salmon carvings are on Glamis Manse, Meigle 1, St Vigeans 1 and Ulbster Stones - all 
in differing styles and positioning. As with Glamis Hunter's Hill, the incise Salmon on 
Glamis Manse is on the reverse side from the Cross and this Stone, too, appears to be 
reused Class 1. 

Meigle 1 has a relief Salmon high up on the reverse of the 
Cross slab with a variety of carvings assessed as P-M, 
Christian (an angel), hunting scene and indecipherable 
animals. St Vigeans 1 has a salmon on the reverse side to 
the Cross above a hunting scene with a selection of animals 
and P-M objects. Relief and incise methods are used on 
Ulbster - the salmon seems to be incise next to a relief 
Cross. 

Taking just the Serpent and Salmon carvings a pattern of style, position or carving 
technique is not apparent. Further objects such as the dog/hound on Golspie and 
Nigg, the horse lying down on Meigle 1, the various heads - horse, deer and hound 
(maybe) are even more difficult to assign a meaning. Overall for this set of 9 Stones 
establishing a rationale for placing objects evaluated as having Celtic "attributes" on 
these predominantly Christian slabs is elusive. Celtic attributes are unchanged but 
maybe these animals, birds and fish listed in Chapter 3 were more revered as 
attributes displayed by a person than a religious belief, as such. 

Investigation 5 listed all of the 19 single belief - Celtic only stones which are incise carved 
variously with animals, birds and fish whose Celtic "attributes" are described in Chapter 3. 
Ackergill 1, Blackford and Grantown additionally have rectangle objects that are undecoded. 
Arguably these stones, except the three mentioned, should be beyond the accepted use of the 
term "Pictish Symbol" stones as they do not have any of the so-called "enigmatic" carvings 
which generally encompass the geometrical designs (decoded or not) and Pictish Beast. 
However, the style of the carvings is not dis-similar to that of the "single belief - Pictish-Mithraic 
only" Stones listed in Chapter 5 - incised on undressed stone - perhaps a pointer to a similar 
timeframe.
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Likelihood and Impact of any Roman Context
Having clarified that Celtic "attributes" variously represent personal characteristics that might be 
revered or a religious/mythology belief any Roman context is re-examined in a similar way. Of 
the 10 animals, birds and fish with Celtic "attributes" there is a potential Roman context 
(military or mythology) for 3. Specific Legion and army-wide emblems included the boar, bull 
and eagle; snakes (or serpents) in Roman mythology were seen as tokens of life beyond the 
grave. In Investigations 1, 3 and 4 the first task was to determine whether the animals, birds and 
fish were in Celtic or Roman context, neither or both. Serpents have Roman, Celtic and Christian 
relevance but for carved serpents to have Roman context the time period for their carving is 
arguably just after the Roman withdrawal for inclusion to have been influenced. This tends to 
eliminate their having a Roman meaning on Christian era Stones. A similar rationale would apply 
to the boar, bull and eagle objects.

Restricting the time period to pre-Christian there is an argument that the serpents on Stones 
such as at Glamis (which started as incise Class 1) could have had a valid Roman context. Turning 
to the Legion emblems of the boar and bull plus the Eagle on the ubiquitous Roman Army 
Standard, if their presence on Symbol Stones is in a Roman context and the time period is 
favourable (i.e. incise Class 1) then a case opens up for suggesting a Roman influence (if not 
remnant presence) in locations beyond what is generally accepted. If a Roman Eagle 
representation was intended perhaps that could encompass these geographies:- Birnie, Brough 
of Birsay, Dandaleith, Fyvie, Inveravon, Knowe of Burrian, Strathpeffer, Tillytarmont and Tyrie; 
plus Knocknagael and Dores (Clune Farm) for Boar carvings. Adding to a prospective direct 
Roman influence or one that can be related to recent withdrawal Birnie and Tyrie have a 
depiction of a Mithraeum as well as the Eagle.

Of specific note is that from the P-M / Celtic Shared Space incised stones to the 
comprehensively carved relief Stones covering three beliefs each Stone has the majority of its 
elements carved by the same hand; this prospectively has sociological impacts beyond the scope 
of these current investigations e.g. who hired whom to carry out the carving, a seeming 
acceptability by a person with one belief carving objects belonging to a potential "rival" belief, 
physical placement in a locality following different beliefs.

Taken together, the analyses above have re-affirmed the initial interpretations for the meaning 
and inclusion of carvings with Celtic "attributes" on the Symbol Stones and have clarified that 
there is no further interpretation when animals, birds and fish appear in hunting scenes than 
being part of that scene and no more. 

A significant prospect is that whilst the animals, bird and fish objects are considered to be in a 
Celtic context the purpose may be less "belief or mythology" in the way we generally consider 
beliefs in having a spiritual meaning and more "reverence", alternatively "respect", for people 
having the "attributes" as described in Chapter 3. However, any change in interpretation from 
"belief" (spiritual) to "revered" (personal characteristics) does not detract from the objects 
being in a successfully shared space. This re-positioning goes a long way towards understanding 
why depictions of, or references to, Celtic deities have not been seen on the Pictish Symbol 
Stones.
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Four combinations of beliefs were identified either as Complementary (where there is a 
correlation between religious beliefs that have similar or identical meanings) or Implied 
Acceptance (the meanings of the carvings are related so, at minimum, they do not clash but are 
perhaps not sufficiently strongly linked to be harmonised).

For those 45 Stones found to have carvings portraying Complementary beliefs the percentages 
of combinations are:-

Mithraic & 
Celtic 16%

Mithraic & 
Christian 

62%

Celtic & 
Christian 0%

Mithraic, 
Celtic & 

Christian 22%

Combinations of Carvings - interpretation and some numbers
When any two, or more, beliefs are represented on a 
Symbol Stone it becomes a Shared Space for beliefs that 
have Implied Acceptance or are Complementary. In 
addition, grouped as "seemingly non-religious", are People 
and Scenes (biblical, military and more), Ogham (seemingly 
added as graffiti) and undecoded objects where a belief 
representation is unclear - they are, nonetheless, 
accommodated in a Shared Space.

During the Investigations in Chapter 5 several patterns of geographic closeness between so-
called Class 2 and Class 1 Stones were becoming apparent. This prompted research into the 
possibility of carvers placing P-M symbols onto Stones with Christian Crosses being influenced by 
seeing P-M objects nearby and copying them. Instances of such proximity are in Appendix D. In 
Chapter 6.3 five examples were explored in detail.

It seems proximity was not the only way by which P-M Symbols came to be on Christian slabs. 
For example, Golspie Class 2 Stone has eight Class 1 Stones in close proximity with a full range of 
P-M carvings except the Pictish Beast and Double Disc Alone which are on the Class 2 Stone - 
maybe this suggests that sometimes the inclusion of P-M symbols on Christian slabs was more 
distantly influenced. Likewise, the Class 2 Stones in the area between Dingwall and Wick 
(Examples 2 & 4) seem less influenced by geographically close Class 1 Stones compared with 
those in the general area of Forfar (Examples 1 & 3) - perhaps there was a different mechanism 
for prompting the carving of the older Symbols e.g. by sea from across the Moray Firth rather 
than by land. These examples seem to be the exception, however.

Two general outcomes emerged from this additional research 1) specific objects on Class 1 
Stones are apparent on nearby Class 2 Stones suggesting a carver being influenced by them and 
2) perhaps the close proximity of Stones in a small geographic area enabled P-M to be followed 
using the existing Class 1 Stones and the newer Class 2 one which also had some P-M symbols. 
Often being executed in a similar style, the Christian and P-M carvings are well integrated on 
Class 2 Stones suggesting design, planning and execution in using the surfaces as a Shared 
Space.
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124 10 9 1

Mithraic, 
Celtic & 

Christian 0%

Additionally, "seemingly non-religious" objects are on 41% of these Stones but only on those 
depicting Mithraic & Christian beliefs. Objects that could relate to Roman military only - 7% - are 
on Mithraic & Celtic belief Stones.

Whilst more than half,  56%,  of these Stones have Mithraic and Christian objects their inclusion 
on common surfaces seems to be less deliberate than for those Stones where beliefs are 
considered to be Complementary. Nonetheless, they have occupied surfaces as a Shared Space.

Although the purpose of the Investigations was to see where there might be "shared" spaces for 
different beliefs, 144 Stones were found to have carvings with relevance only to a Single Belief. 
Explanations for aspects of these figures below are in Chapter 6.10.

Types of Carved Objects Pictish -
Mithraic Celtic Celtic &/or 

Roman Christian

No. of Single Belief Stones

A broad brush picture could be based on the total number of Stones in the Investigations i.e. 
Single Belief, Complementary and Implied Acceptance together which suggests that the surfaces 
of just over 37% were used to carve objects from two or more different beliefs. However, this is 
neither a helpful nor relevant statistic because different Stones aimed to convey different 
messages over different timeframes.

Additionally, "seemingly non-religious" objects are on 73% of these Stones and 7% have objects 
that could relate to Roman mythology. Maybe not unexpectedly, there are exceptions, each 
with a Roman mythology context, which are seen as either a Shared Space for Complementary 
Celtic & Mithraic beliefs or Pictish-Mithraic only because of the P-M serpent decode - they are 
not included in the summary.

A common thread for this outcome is that Complementary beliefs always include Pictish-
Mithraic. Christian and Mithraic together account for 84% of the 45 Stones. This tends to 
suggest a conscious effort was made for symbols of these religious beliefs to be placed on 
common surfaces which, in turn, arguably reinforces Class 2 Stones performing a transition 
function from Class 1, i.e. from Mithraic to Christian. Of the 10 objects that have Celtic 
"attributes" 9 of these relate more to personal characteristics than spiritual ones but the label of 
"belief" has been used throughout the book as those attributes considered to be personal may 
well have resulted in reverence of an individual therefore giving some form of belief in them. 

The percentages of combinations for those 41 Stones found to have carvings suggesting that 
there was Implied Acceptance of beliefs are:-

Mithraic & 
Celtic 37%

Mithraic & 
Christian 

56%

Celtic & 
Christian 7%
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3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th

• Explaining Christianity using the Latin Cross, Beasts and Interlaced Animals (some perhaps to 
describe biblical stories), Ecclesiastic persons, Angels etc.

←         Century CE         →

Mithraic & Celtic [22] 25.5%

Mithraic, Celtic & 
Christian [10] 11.6%

Celtic & Christian [3] 3%

Mithraic & Christian [51] 59.3%

Conclusions
From the investigations, assessments and further analyses the surfaces of the Pictish Symbol 
Stones have enabled seven broad functions as aids in:-

• Explaining Pictish-Mithraic religious beliefs using (in the main) V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror, Z-Rod 
& Double Disc, Pictish Beast and Comb Symbols.

• Connecting to the Roman predecessor of Pictish-Mithraism with Symbol shapes that are 
reminiscent of Roman Mithraea e.g. the Notched Rectangle and Horseshoe/Arch.

• Demonstrating acceptance of Celtic "attributes" (whether reverence for personal physical and 
softer skills or religious/spiritual beliefs) whilst introducing Pictish-Mithraism by placing Mithraic 
Symbols on Stones with Celtic icons (or vice-versa).

The People / Scene period is the same as that for Christian Cross as both are on the so-called 
Class 2 Stones. 

For Ogham text the start period is when it was first known to have been used; the end period 
coincides with the estimated start point for Class 3 Stones as no Ogham texts are  known on 
them. 

Undecoded carvings have been noted across the whole timescale of the Investigations.

Taking all instances of Complementary and Implied Acceptance evaluations together - covering 
86 Stones - these are the combinations of Shared Space beliefs by number of Stones [No], 
percentages of the total and timeframes:-

Timeframes
Shown below are the prospective  periods when objects were carved and, consequently, are the 
time frames for the pursuit of Mithraic, Celtic and Christian beliefs in Pictland. 
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• Continuing the pursuit of Mithraic religious beliefs whilst transitioning to Christianity with 
Mithraic icons included on Stones with Christian ones.

• Commemorating events such as hunts, battle victories etc. – hence why so many objects are 
people and animals.

• Broadcasting information in Ogham - making use of existing surfaces.

Apart from those stones with carvings relevant to a single belief or reverence, the Pictish Symbol 
Stones have enabled a Share Space for not only different religious beliefs but accommodating 
commemorations, information and, as yet, undeciphered material.

What we cannot claim to know is exactly how or for what occasions the carved items were used - 
assembly for religious practice, commemoration etc. However, the ability to carry out the 
functions listed above - religious, secular or otherwise - was enabled. 

From the high volume of instances where Pictish-Mithraic and Christian objects have appeared 
in the same Shared Space there is a strong case for these Stones, generally known from 
Anderson & Allen as Class 2, to be known as "Transition Stones".

Surfaces being used for different beliefs and reverences in the same timeframe suggests 
acceptance and tolerance, perhaps co-existence, as does transition from one belief to another. 
Inclusion of non-religious carvings in way of commemorations (hunt, battle etc.) suggests 
acceptability of multi-use. Carving a range of objects "in the same hand" suggests some form of 
integration. Ultimately, success for an enduring Shared Space on Pictish Symbol Stones can be 
seen from the almost total lack of being defaced, disfigured or otherwise damaged - the Stones 
look little different today as they would have done when they were originally carved.
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APPENDIX A 
 

CELTIC SYMBOLS - INITIAL ANALYSIS, BY STONE 
 

The use of the word “Mithraic” in this table is in the context of Pictish-Mithraism and refers 
to geometric carvings that have been decoded e.g. V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, 
plus the so-called Pictish Beast. Flower carvings, on 10 Stones, are not included as a Celtic, 
or any other Symbol / belief context is not yet apparent. Symbols have attributes associated. 
 

Celtic Symbol - 
attributes 

Stone Name /  Location    with     Initial Analysis / Notes 

Boar – royalty, 
bravery, 
cunning, 
ferocious 
nature, prowess 
in battle. 

The Boar was used as the emblem of the Roman XX Legion. Maybe the 
Boar on Dores (Clune Farm) and Knocknagael support the theory of a 
Roman presence there - explored in Appendix C. 
A Celtic connection for the Boar on St Vigeans 1 seems unlikely - it is 
probably part of the hunting scene. The rabbit and cattle on this Stone 
seem incidental to any coded meaning. 
 

Bull – fertility, 
wealth, status, 
strength, strong 
will. 

The Bull on 6 Burghead stones and the Ox/Steer at East Lomond Hill 
and Lochardil of a similar design are generally fragments and have no 
other carvings on them – maybe there is relevance in a Celtic belief or 
Roman context. The so-called Bull’s Head at Mortlach is very unclear. 
Woodwrae has a Bull with several other animals which, collectively, 
may suggest a Celtic / Mithraic / Christian connection. It has other 
undecoded objects, people and a scene. 
There is a Bull (maybe a cow) on the Cossans stone - a Celtic / Mithraic 
/ Christian connection is not clear. 
 

Deer – 
messenger & 
guide from the 
otherworlds, 
vision, 
thorough, 
patient. 

With a Deer’s Head rather than a full-bodied Deer - the slab used as a 
lintel at Dunachton and the Ardross fragment have no other carvings 
on them. They may have a relevance only in a Celtic belief. Strathmiglo 
has in addition a disc with Notched Rectangle (similar to a Tuning Fork) 
so could have had a Celtic and a Mithraic interpretation. 
Glamis Manse 1 and Monifieth 2 each have a Cross, Mithraic and 
undecoded objects; in addition Glamis Manse 1 has a salmon and 
serpent. A triple use - Celtic, Mithraic and Christian - is a possibility. 
Grantown has a Stag which perhaps has no symbolic relevance or 
meaning and also an undecoded rectangle with spirals.  
As well as the Deer, at each of St Vigeans 1, Eassie, Kirriemur 1, 
Dunfallandy and Shandwick there is a Cross, People / Scenes, Mithraic 
and undecoded objects; Eassie, Kirriemuir 1, Dunfallandy and 
Shandwick have additional Christian symbols (generally angels). Eassie 
furthermore has 2 dogs/hounds, 3 cattle and a tree in a container. 
St Vigeans 1 has further Celtic Symbols - a boar, eagle and salmon.  
A triple use - Celtic, Mithraic and Christian - is a possibility for these 
Stones with Stags (except Grantown). 
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Dog/Hound – 
strength, 
ferocity, loyalty, 
companionship, 
protection, good 
luck. 

Woodwrae has two Dog/Hound carvings and a bull with several other 
animals which, collectively, may suggest a Celtic / Mithraic / Christian 
connection. It has other undecoded objects, people and a scene. Eassie 
has 2 Dogs/Hounds and other carvings noted above under “Deer”. 
 
Inchbrayock has a hunting scene (of which the Dog may be an integral 
part), undecoded objects, additional Christian symbols and decorated 
discs that are not seen as Mithraic. A Celtic /Christian connection is 
unlikely, there are no P-M symbols so this is more Class III than II. 
Nigg with an eagle (prospectively as a Celtic symbol), a Pictish Beast 
and additional Christian symbols could have Celtic / Mithraic and 
Christian connections. However, the hunting scene may change the 
context of the animals and eagle. 
 
Golspie has a salmon (another Celtic symbol), 7 P-M symbols, a person 
wielding an axe and undecoded objects (including Ogham) - possibly 
giving Celtic / Mithraic / Christian connections. The stone seems to 
have a combination of incise and relief carvings. 
 
Portions of two horses on Logierait 2 could be attributed more to a 
hunting scene (complete with Dog) than being Celtic Symbols. The 
Double Disc and Serpent & Z-Rod give a Mithraic / Christian 
connection; there are also undecoded objects. 
The Dog/Hound on Meigle 6 could be associated with the person on a 
horse. The Double Disc and the Crescent suggest there is a Mithraic / 
Christian connection. 
 
St Vigeans 4 has Dog’s Head plus a Double Disc, Cross and Triquetra 
which could give a Celtic /Mithraic / Christian connection - perhaps the 
hooded figure and cross alongside has a Christian connotation. Looking 
like a Dog’s Head but noted by RCAHMS as “the beast’s head” this 
carving at Rhynie Old Church also has a Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror 
and Comb. 
 

Eagle – wisdom, 
long life, 
swiftness, 
strength, keen 
sight, 
knowledge of 
magic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eagle, 16 instances, is the second most numerous non-geometric 
carving on the Stones. The most numerous is the Salmon at 18. 
 
Gairloch has unclear carvings - an Eagle which may be a goose (and not 
counted as an Eagle) and a fish which may be a salmon. 
 
9 Stones have an Eagle and one or more P-M symbols suggesting a 
significant and geographically widespread Celtic / Mithraic connection. 
However, the Eagle is also a key Roman army emblem prompting the 
prospect of another / alternative connection. 
6 Stones with Eagles have Mithraic and Christian symbols maybe giving 
a triple use - Celtic / Mithraic /Christian. 
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Eagle (contd.) 

St Vigeans 1 has the most numerous collection of carvings including 4 
prospective Celtic symbols (boar, stag, Eagle and salmon), Mithraic and 
undecoded carvings, people and a scene. Nigg, in addition to Celtic, 
Mithraic and Christian symbols has additional Christian symbols, a 
hunting scene and a sheep. The so-called “Battle Stone” at Mortlach 
has a range of symbols except Mithraic ones. In addition to an Eagle, 
Latheron has a salmon plus a person on a horse and an Ogham 
inscription (16 so far noted on Pictish Stones). Fowlis Wester and 
Meigle 5, in addition to Celtic, Mithraic and Christian symbols have 
people, scenes and undecoded carvings. Fowlis also has a cow with a 
bell round its neck. 
 
The bird with exaggerated claws on the Stone at Aberlemno Church 
seems less like an Eagle than a goose in its body and may be part of 
what is believed to be a battle scene. 
 

Goose - hearth, 
home. 

Tillytarmont 1 and Roseisle have Mithraic symbols; Blackford does not. 
The bird carving at Gairloch could be a Goose or eagle. 
 

Horse - stamina, 
endurance, 
faithfulness, 
political power, 
sovereignty. 

Inverurie 4 has a stylised Horse alone, no other carvings. 
Portions of two Horses on Logierait 2 could be attributed more to a 
hunting scene (complete with dog) than being Celtic Symbols. The 
Double Disc and Serpent & Z-Rod give a Mithraic / Christian 
connection; there are also undecoded objects. 
 
A fragment of a cross-slab at Strathmartine Kirkyard and the Stone at 
Skinnet Chapel have Celtic, Mithraic and Christian symbols and 
undecoded carvings as have Ulbster and Meigle 1 which each 
additionally have people and a salmon. Ulbster also has a cow and, as 
Meigle 1, indecipherable quadrupeds which seem to have no coded 
meaning. 
 
The Horses on Aberlemno Roadside 2 are carved in the context of a 
hunting scene. 
 

Salmon - 
wisdom, 
esoteric 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Salmon, with 18 instances, is the most numerous non-geometric 
carving on the Stones. 
 
8 Stones with Mithraic but no Christian objects have a Salmon (Keith 
Hall, Kintore Churchyard, Percylieu Clatt, Rhynie Craw Stane, Ackergill, 
Drumbuie 2, Edderton and Dunrobin (at 5 of these the carving may be 
another fish). An additional Stone (Inchyra) has 2 Salmon with a 
serpent. A Salmon is also on St Vigeans 1, Glamis Manse 1, Golspie, 
Latheron, Ulbster, Meigle 1, Gairloch and Easterton of Roseisle (all 
previously noted elsewhere in this table). 
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Salmon (contd.) The Fish Monster on the Maiden Stone is quite unlike a fish (including 
Salmon) and is more like a hippocamp. 
 

Snake/Serpent - 
curious, 
long/eternal 
life, 
communicator. 

Carved alone (i.e. not mixed with another object) the Snake/Serpent is 
on the following 9 Stones:- 
Glamis Manse 1, Mortlach 1, Ulbster all have Celtic, Mithraic and 
Christian symbols plus people, scenes and undecoded carvings. 
Inchyra, Craigmyle, Aberlemno Roadside 1 and Knockando 2 have 
Mithraic symbols. Glamis Hunter’s Hill has Mithraic and Christian 
symbols plus a person. Upper Manbean has Mithraic symbols and an 
undecoded carving. 
 
The Serpent is overlaid by a “fish monster” at Tealing which has 
Mithraic and Christian symbols. 
 
Intertwined Snakes/Serpents at St Vigeans 1 and Golspie are 
considered to have a Roman Mithraic connection. A Serpent with a 
Straight Rod or a Z-Rod is a Pictish-Mithraic symbol e.g. Logierait 1 with 
a Straight Rod and Balluderon with a Z-Rod. 
 

Wolf - cunning, 
intelligent, 
reads signs of 
nature. 

 
     

Three Stones have a carving that appears to be a Wolf rather than, say, 
a dog/hound. The one on a fragment of red granite at Newbigging, 
Leslie also has a Mirror and Comb plus an undecoded rectangle.  
 
A fragment at Ardross 1 has a Wolf and another fragment at Ardross 2 
has a deer - perhaps they are both from the same source Stone. 
 
Standing on a mound in which several cists containing urns have been 
found is a Stone at Keillor with a Wolf, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror and 
Comb. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

STONES, EAGLES AND THE ROMAN ARMY - A CONNECTION? 
 
Each Roman Army Legion carried an Eagle standard. This appendix explores the prospect of 
a Roman Army connection involving Eagles carved on Pictish Stones and the people who 
carved these objects. 
 
Of the 22 bird objects on the Scottish mainland and Orkney Stones, 16 are Eagles; 5 face 
right, 9 face left, on a Meigle Stone the bird is contorted (looking over its back) and the 
Oxtro Stone has not been seen since supposedly being built into a wall. As the direction of 
facing does not suggest the bird looking at anything in particular and the positioning on the 
Stones does not seem to reveal anything specific, direction does not seem to be significant. 
 
In each instance the Eagle is not alone – there are objects that can be decoded with Mithraic 
interpretation and other carvings, particularly with Christian significance, on this set of 9 
Class 1 and 7 Class 2 Stones. With such a mix of objects it is useful to identify which Eagle 
Stones might have a direct connection with the Roman Army and which might serve other 
purposes. The following table gives a summary: 
 

Location/Name Facing Class Pictish-Mithraic Symbols & Notes 
Fyvie (2) R 1 Part of a Z-Rod & Double Disc. Incomplete eagle. 
Brough of Birsay R 1 Parts of a V-Rod & Crescent, Pictish Beast, Mirror Case. 

Incomplete eagle. 
Tillytarmont (4) R 1 Pictish Beast. 
Strathpeffer R 1 Horseshoe/Arch. 
Knowe of Burrian R 1 V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror. 
Tyrie L 1 Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle. 
Inveravon (1) L 1 Mirror Case, Mirror and Comb.  

Stylistic (?) dots on the eagle and the Mirror Case. 
Birnie L 1 Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle. 
Dandaleith R 1 Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle, V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror 

Case. 
St Vigeans (2) L 2 Mirror, Comb, Serpent & Z-Rod. 
Latheron L 2 A predatory bird (eagle) appears to be grabbing a fish? 
Nigg L 2 Pictish Beast. 
St Vigeans (1) L 2 Z-Rod & Double-Disc, Crescent, Mirror, Comb.  

Eagle beak appears to be biting fish (salmon?) beneath it.    
Mortlach (1) L 2 Serpent – perhaps; unclear. 

Bird appears to be an eagle with a distinct hooked beak. 
Fowlis Wester L 2 V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc. 

Bird indistinct but considered to be an eagle. 
Meigle (5) ? 2 Mirror Case, Pictish Beast on narrow side of stone.  

Looks like a contorted eagle on the ground perhaps with 
something in its beak. 

Oxtro Not applicable Lost slab is said to have an eagle on it. 
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References to Stones with a name and number e.g. Mortlach (1) are those used in the 
RCAHMS publication “The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland” edited by Iain Fraser. 
 
Following Severus’s Campaign, The Roman Army formally left Scotland around 212 CE and 
finally withdrew from Britannia around 410 CE. It seems unlikely that any people who stayed 
on in Pictland after being in the Roman Army would positively broadcast that affiliation by 
carving Eagles on Class 1 Stones. According to many accounts Class 2 Stones appeared 
around the 7th century succeeding Class 1. Even if that period was revised back to the 6th or 
even 5th century then direct involvement from Roman Army personnel is still not in the 
correct time frame. As a consequence we can rule out a direct connection between Roman 
Army members, in service, and Eagle carvings on Class 2 Pictish Symbol Stones. However, 
this does not suggest the possibility of any religious purpose of Eagle carvings being placed 
on Class 2 Stones being disconnected from the Class 1 Stones – Class 2 can be considered as 
“transition” Stones between pre-Christian and Christian beliefs so have Class 1 carvings on 
them. Some Class 2 Stones such as St Vigeans (2) and Nigg seem to have the Eagle in a 
hunting or outdoors scene – not a format associated with Eagles on Class 1 Stones. Celtic 
attributes are also given to the Eagle - outlined in Chapter 3. 
 
Of the 9 Class 1 Stones with Eagle carvings, none shows an Eagle alone. 6 are in the North 
East corner of Scotland, where there is the highest concentration of Pictish Symbol Stones, 1 
is in Strathpeffer and 2 in the Orkneys.  
 
Here is some more detail on the Stones and their locations:- 
 

 
Curiously named the Raven Stone, the Tyrie 
Stone by the Water of Tyrie was recovered 
from the foundations of the NE corner of the 
old parish church. Carved with a Z-Rod with 
Notched Rectangle plus the Eagle, it now 
stands in the porch of the new church built in 
1800. Tyrie is by the Water of Tyrie that 
connects to the Water of Philorth that comes 
out east of Fraserburgh. 
 
 
Picture of Tyrie Stone courtesy of Scottish 
Churches Historic Research (SCHR) Ltd. 
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Tyrie 

 
This map extract is based on data provided through 
www.VisionofBritain.org.uk and uses historical material which is 
copyright of the Great Britain Historical GIS Project and the 
University of Portsmouth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tillytarmont (4) with the Eagle and Pictish Beast 
carvings was found in a field at the confluence of the 
River Isla and River Deveron. 
 
Photo courtesy of uoamuseums 
 
 
Nearby are several Roman Sites – Burnfield, 
Auchinhove and Muiryfold. A potentially Roman 
Army built road between Portsoy and Huntly would 
have passed close to Tillytarmont. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

      Location of Muiryfold Roman Camp ↑               Location of Burnfield Roman Camp ↑ 
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             ↑   Location of Auchinhove Roman Camp   ↑ 
 
 

Above photographs taken by the author in October 2015. 
 

The Fyvie Stone with the Eagle and partial Z-Rod & Double Disc is set in a 
wall of the current parish church built in 1808 on the site of an early-
Medieval predecessor. Fyvie is by the River Ythan; further upriver is the 
Glenmailen / Ythan Wells Roman site. 
 
This is a section of a photo courtesy of Peter Ward – Wikipedia CC. Four 
Stones – three Class 1 and one Class 3 are set into the east gable. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of 4 Stones in the local church, Inveravon (1) is 
unusual with what seem to be stylistic dots on both 
the Eagle and on the Mirror Case. This Stone was 
located either in the wall or foundations of the 
preceding (1568) church. Until 2011 the Inveravon 
Stones were clamped to the church’s south wall – now 
in the porch. 
It is near the south bank of the River Spey↓ 

 

PROOF



5 
 

The very weathered Birnie Stone is located in the grounds of 
Birnie church near the River Lossie and Thomshill Roman Site. 
Hoards of Roman silver have been found at Birnie. Like the 
Tyrie Stone, this Stone is carved with a Z-Rod with Notched 
Rectangle plus the Eagle. 
 
Alongside is a sketch of the Birnie & Tyrie Z-Rod with Notched 
Rectangle Symbols. 
 
 
 
In addition, uncovered in 2013 by the River Spey near Craigellachie, the Dandaleith Stone is 
carved with a Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle (similar to that on the Birnie and Tyrie Stones), 
an Eagle, Mirror Case and V-Rod & Crescent. 
 

 
 
Near Strathpeffer and actually known as “The Eagle Stone” 
with an Eagle and a Horseshoe/Arch Symbol is a Stone that 
was moved to its current location in 1411. The following is 
courtesy of Wikipedia CC – “One old tradition is that the 
stone marks the site of a Scottish clan battle that took 
place in 1411 between the Clan Munro and a branch of the 
Clan MacDonald and that the stone commemorates a 
Munro victory as it is marked with their symbol, an Eagle.” 
 
Currently it is near the River Peffery and would also have 
been near that river when in its supposedly original 
location in an old churchyard at Fodderty. 
 
 
 Photo courtesy of Anne Burgess – Wikipedia CC 
 

 
Thought to date from the 8th century, the Brough of Birsay Stone on an uninhabited, tidal 
island in the Orkneys has an Eagle, Pictish Beast, Mirror Case and V-Rod and Crescent as well 
as three warriors. According to the www.orkneyjar.com website it seems likely that the 
Stone was once a cross-slab; making it Class 2. 
 
Discovered in 1936 and on display at the Orkney 
Museum, Kirkwall the Knowe of Burrian Stone has 
a V-Rod & Crescent, Mirror and Eagle. It was 
originally sited by the east side of the Loch of 
Harray. 
 
Picture extracted from a photograph in the Orkney 
Image Library. 
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Using the foregoing information, three aspects should help determine any early Pictish 
Stones / Eagles / Roman Army connection: 
 

 The Eagle itself 
 
 Associated Pictish-Mithraic Symbol objects 
 
 Geographic Location 

 
Every member of the Roman Army whether Legionary, auxiliary or non-military would have 
understood the significance of the Eagle - a prominent symbol (a symbol of pride) on a 
standard carried specifically by an eagle-bearer. Much more than just a symbol of a legion, a 
lost standard was a grave occurrence. Not just totemic either – the bearer would motion 
with the standard to indicate a move, a change of tactic or formation. Therefore, a 
conclusion could be that someone in or from the Roman Army could have carved an Eagle 
or caused the carving of an Eagle on a stone. Evidence of a style of carving similar to that on 
the Pictish Symbol Stones has not been found elsewhere by this author. Perhaps that 
suggests, for Class 1 Stones at least, that, conversely, the carving on these Stones was 
executed by an existing inhabitant of Pictland. The design cues are similar to the other 
Symbols on the early Pictish Stones - maybe suggesting a common source for those designs? 
 
Associated Symbols on the 9 Stones mentioned above include (by frequency) Z-Rod & 
Double Disc (x 1); Comb (x 1); Horseshoe/Arch (x 1); V-Rod & Crescent (x 2); Mirror (x 2); 
Pictish Beast (x 2); Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle (x 2); Mirror Case (x 3). Additionally, the 
Dandaleith Stone has 1 each of a Mirror Case, V-Rod & Crescent and Z-Rod with Notched 
Rectangle. 
 
All of these have interpretations in the context of Pictish-Mithraism. Symbols on these 
“Eagle” stones that describe the principles of Mithraic beliefs are the V-Rod & Crescent, 
Mirror, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Pictish Beast, Comb and Mirror Case. The Horseshoe/Arch is 
one of the Symbols that represents the internal layout of the types of temple used in Roman 
Mithraism (Mithraeum). There are 3, so far discovered, examples of the only “composite” 
Symbol i.e. representing a Mithraic belief and internal layout of a Mithraeum – the Z-Rod 
with Notched Rectangle. These are on Tyrie, Birnie and Dandaleith Stones– maybe they add 
a particular significance to these Eagle stones; perhaps there locations might suggest what. 
 
With their widely distributed Geographic Locations, determining a location based common 
factor across these Eagle Stones is made more difficult. All are near water but this is not 
untypical of Pictish Symbol Stones anyway. The two Orkney Islands Stones are on a tidal 
island and by a fresh water loch. The remainder (including the recently discovered 
Dandaleith) are by water courses of varying sizes. A very relevant geographic consideration 
is proximity or accessibility to Roman sites. 
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Some common factors may arise from taking the aspects of rivers and Roman sites 
together. 
 
The original location of the Tyrie Stone was near the Water of Tyrie which is linked to the 
River Ugie that comes out at Peterhead. The Water of Tyrie also drains, via the Water of 
Philorth, into the Loch of Strathbeg, between Rattray Head and St Combs. No known Roman 
sites in this location but it is near what could have been suitable naval landing points. There 
is a view that the Roman military (a combination of Army and Navy) would have moved 
troops by land but equipment/provisions/supplies by water including inland by river. Both 
could have been transported by sea to coastal areas. Although not near a discovered Eagle 
stone, Durno is near the River Urie and could have been served by it. 
 
Fyvie (another location of an Eagle stone) is on the  
River Ythan – upriver is the Ythan Wells / Glenmailen 
Roman site which is to the right in this view with the  
River Ythan in the middle ground. It drains into the  
North Sea at Newburgh.  
 
Perhaps the River Ythan was sufficiently navigable to  
have been used for taking supplies to these sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
Auchinhove Roman site is adjacent to the River Isla, Muiryfold is nearby, up a hill and  
overlooks the Isla. Burnfield is by the River Deveron, just beyond its confluence with the  
River Isla. The Deveron comes out at Banff Bay. As mentioned earlier the Eagle and Pictish  
Beast Stone originally at Tillytarmont is at the confluence of the Rivers Isla and Deveron.  
Potentially Auchinhove, Muiryfold and Burnfield could have had their supplies river fed. 
 
1982 to 1990 excavations suggest a Roman site is at Thomshill by the River Lossie. Nearby is 
Birnie – the location of one of the Eagle Stones and a Roman silver coin hoard find. The 
River Lossie comes out at Lossiemouth and would have been navigable up to this area. 
 
The Inveravon church location is by the River Spey near Ballindalloch. Downstream is the 
recently discovered Dandaleith Stone with an Eagle. The Spey flows out to the Moray Firth 
at Spey Bay and, with locks and canals could have been navigable as suggested by TC Bell in 
“Scotland’s Roman Heritage”. 
 
Although the Strathpeffer “Eagle” Stone was seemingly in a churchyard at Fodderty, either 
way they are both on a river - the Peffery which flows into the Cromarty Firth at Dingwall. 
There are no currently known Roman sites in this location but the sheltered, inner end of 
the Cromarty Firth would have made a suitable naval landing point. 
 
 
 
 

PROOF



8 
 

From all the above data gathering and analyses, three sets of key connections appear:- 
 
 The Eagle plus Z-Rod with Notched Rectangle Symbol at Dandaleith, Tyrie and Birnie. 

Additionally, Fyvie has a Z-Rod & Double Disc. 
 Stones near Roman sites for Birnie, Fyvie and Tillytarmont. 
 Rivers (potentially navigable) that flow by or nearby Stones and are associated with 

known Roman sites including the Birnie, Fyvie and Tillytarmont locations. 
Additionally, Tyrie, Dandaleith and Inveravon are by rivers. 

 
These give a strong thread between the Birnie, Tillytarmont and Fyvie locations i.e. the Eagle 
carving, Z-Rod Symbol, near Roman sites and rivers. 
 
Here are the above mentioned Class 1 Stone locations: 

         
Birnie; Dandaleith; Fyvie 2; Inveravon 1; Tillytarmont 4 and Tyrie - on rivers accessing the coast. 
Strathpeffer - currently located inland but near the Cromarty Firth.    
Brough of Birsay and Knowe of Burrian - on Orkney islands.     

 
 
 
 

         
          

         
Brough of 
Birsay 

          

         
Knowe of 
Burrian 

          
          
          
          
          
         Strathpeffer 
          
         Birnie 
         Dandaleith 
          
         Tyrie 
          
         Tillytarmont 4 
         Fyvie 2 
          
         Inveravon (1) 
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In deciding when these Stones were carved and by whom, the timing of the practice of 
Mithraism in the Roman army is of significant influence. With the appearance of Mithraism 
in the Roman Army (according to Tertullian) in the late first century, Agricolan camps (e.g. at 
Durno, the larger Ythan Wells camp and Auchinhove) would have been right at the 
beginning of the period of Roman Mithraism. Hadrian’s Wall is considered to be the location 
where Mithraea would have been seen but was not begun until 122 CE. Later Severan sites 
are at Muiryfold and nearby at Deer’s Den / Kintore plus earlier ones that were re-used. 
 
Arranged in order of likelihood, here are three possible explanations for who may have 
carved the “eagle” Stones. However, the author offers no final conclusion. 

1. Ex- members of the Roman army who “stayed” after army withdrawal.  
This explanation is consistent with the author’s conclusion in his website, pamphlets 
and book - Pictish-Mithraism the Religious Purpose of the Pictish Symbol Stones - that 
“stayers” after the 212 CE withdrawal from Scotland created the initial set of 
Mithraic Symbols on what we nowadays we know as Pictish Symbol Stones. Maybe 
the use of the Roman Army Eagle was a form of memorabilia but it does seem 
inconsistent that they would wish to immortalise their background in a land they 
seemingly had set out to invade. The Z-Rod & Notched Rectangle composite Symbol 
at Dandaleith, Tyrie and Birnie shows a deep understanding of the Mithraic religious 
belief (in the Z-Rod representing Cautes, Cautopates and Mithras) and the 
Horseshoe/Arch representing the Mithraeum. Several of the original Stone locations 
are near to known Roman sites. 

2. Members of the Roman Army whilst present in North East Scotland. 
Considering the Eagle association with the Roman Army standard perhaps Army 
members wished to record their presence in a way not dis-similar to the prospect of 
Twentieth Legion, specifically, carving boars on Stones near the eastern end of Loch 
Ness (as discussed in Appendix C). However, this explanation may present a timing 
issue. It has been assumed that when the Mithraic symbols were carved onto their 
respective Stones that the task was completed in a coherent way – someone with 
knowledge of the meaning of the Symbols (which, when in groups can cover a core 
range of Mithraic beliefs) applying them in a short period i.e. not spread over a long 
period or on different occasions. It could be tempting to suggest that the Eagle was 
carved first by Army personnel with the Mithraic Symbols added later by “stayers” 
but the author is unconvinced of this because of the consistent carving style.  

3. People from the local population. 
These could be in two timeframes - pre- or post- Roman Army presence. Celtic 
attributes for the eagle include wisdom, long life, swiftness, strength, keen sight, 
knowledge of magic.  Additionally, the Eagle conveys the powers and messages of 
the spirit; it is man's connection to the divine because it flies higher than any other 
bird. If post-Roman Army presence then there is a possibility that the Mithraic belief 
set had been communicated to people in the local population to enable them to do 
the carving of suitable objects – this seems unlikely as the acquisition of the beliefs 
to a Mithraic believer would have been over an extended period (by going through 
the grades). Also, there is an extremely low likelihood of a person not in or directly 
associated with the Roman Army having seen inside a Mithraeum (secrecy plus the 
nearest being on Hadrian’s Wall) - the symbol being  the Z-Rod with Notched 
Rectangle. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

STONES, BOARS AND A ROMAN LEGION – A CONNECTION? 
 
This is an expanded version of an article written by this author and published on the 
www.megalithic.co.uk website in January 2016. A likely Roman Legion connection involving 
Boar Stones adds to the alternative view this author gives to the currently believed history 
of the Pictish period and the time periods for the erection of the Class 1 and 2 Stones. 
 
Amongst the range of Pictish Symbol Stones, three have carvings of boars – St Vigeans 
(Drosten Stone), Dores (Clune Farm) and Knocknagael. 
 
Shown opposite a hunter with a cross-bow the St Vigeans boar is on a relief stone of 
Christian, pre-Christian, animal and Celtic style carvings. Being categorised as Class 2, it has 
Pictish Symbols (decoded as of Mithraic origin) in way of belief transition to Christianity. 
However, the boar on this Stone is in the context of a hunting scene so is not considered to 
have a Roman Legion connection or Celtic attributes (outlined in Chapter 3). The other two 
Stones (their original locations near Inverness) are incised Class 1 so of an earlier date.  
 
The surviving fragment of the Dores (Clune Farm) Stone, originally at NH 6057 3542, was 
near a chambered cairn, hut circles and field systems. It is in the National Museum of 
Scotland (NMS), Edinburgh with a reconstructed full boar copy. Photos courtesy of NMS. 

 
   Dores (Clune Farm) Stone - fragment ↑            and reconstructed full boar copy ↑ 
 
 
Originally located at NH 6567 4134 near a stone circle, the Knocknagael Boar Stone is now 
housed in the foyer of the Highland Council, Inverness. 

 
      Knocknagael Stone - indoors↑                where it stood near Essich, Inverness ↑ 
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In the time of the Roman Empire the Boar was the symbol of the Twentieth Legion which 
has several connections with Caledonia. 
  

 
The Twentieth built the base at Inchtuthil (82/83 CE) as part 
of Agricola’s campaign, it was involved with the construction 
of Hadrian’s Wall which began in 122 and the Antonine Wall 
(initially built between 142 and about 154). In 208 the 
Twentieth reappears when Septimius Severus initiated 
repairs to the Antonine Wall for his Caledonia campaign. 
 
Archaeological evidence of the Twentieth, complete with 
Boar symbol, can be seen in the lower left on this dedication 
slab – the Cappuck Stone found in 1886 near Jedburgh – with 
the text “Twentieth Legion, Valeria Victrix, built (this)”. 
 
 

 
 
Roman establishments of various sizes were built during Agricolan and Severan campaigns 
in what is now North East Scotland. Larger camps were at Kintore, Muiryfold, Ythan Wells 
and Durno; others are of less determinate periods.  
 
Previously unknown to the author is Bonatrie a location referred to in Bradshaw’s Handbook 
of 1863 as Roman. 
 

 
 
This site is by “Bona” on the south bank of Loch 
Dochfour at the eastern entrance of Loch Ness.  
 
This map extract is based on data provided through 
www.VisionofBritain.org.uk and uses historical material which 
is copyright of the Great Britain Historical GIS Project and the 
University of Portsmouth. 
 
Just over a mile away from Bona is the original 
location of the Dores (Clune Farm) stone with the 
incised boar symbol and nearer to Inverness the 
Knocknagael Boar Stone stood. 
 
The Dores stone has no other carvings on it – just 
the boar.  
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The Knocknagael Boar Stone once stood at a road 
junction beyond Lochardil, Inverness that is marked 
by the sign shown above. It has one other symbol – 
a “mirror case”. 
 
This map extract is based on data provided through 
www.VisionofBritain.org.uk and uses historical material which 
is copyright of the Great Britain Historical GIS Project and the 
University of Portsmouth. 
 
 
 

 
In a paper – “North Scotland’s Roman Heritage” - TC Bell has identified a number of fortlets 
alongside the south bank of the eastern entrance to Loch Ness with specific locations at 
NH6047-3786 by a track north of Aldourie castle and NH 6058-3847 on a ridge above a track 
(the route of a possible Roman road with visible stonework). These identifications tie in with 
the Bonatrie name i.e. Bona mentioned above. 
 
Focussing on the boar symbols, could these stones have been erected and incised specifically 
by people associated with the Roman Twentieth Legion? 
 
In his book Pictish-Mithraism the Religious Purpose of the Pictish Symbol Stones the author 
has made the connection between those people who had stayed on after the Roman army 
withdrawal around 212 and their recording religious beliefs on stones. Perhaps the carvings 
on these Boar stones pre-date that withdrawal – in other words incised when Twentieth 
Legion personnel were actively based at Bonatrie (and / or other nearby Roman sites).  
 
The connection between Pictish Stones, Boars and a Roman Legion has significant historical 
impact:- 

 reinforcing that there was a Roman army presence further north than generally 
regarded, 

 adding another location for the presence of the Twentieth Legion,  
 prompting the removal of these Boar inscribed stones from the lists of Pictish 

Symbol Stones (as there is a good case for their falling out of that category) and  
 revisiting the dating of the Knocknagael Boar Stone (shown as 7th to 8th century on 

the Historic Scotland sign shown above). 
 
Because of a personal local connection the author packaged much of the above into an 
article which has been published, with additional commentary, at:- 
 
http://southlochnessheritage.co.uk/pictish-stones-boars-and-a-roman-legion-a-bona-connection/ 
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Numbers in the table below after the Stone names are the Site Number location references in The Pictish 

Symbol Stones of Scotland edited by Iain Fraser published by The Royal Commission on the Ancient and 

Historical Monuments of Scotland ©RCAHMS 2008.

Ulbster 104 Watenan 105 Latheron 101; Ackergill 96

Woodwrae 73 Aberlemno Roadside (1) 51 & FF 52 Dunnichen 57

Shandwick 128 Ardross 118; Dalnavie Farm 119 Ardjachie Farm 117; Edderton 

121

Strathmartine Kirkyard 69 Strathmartine Castle 68 Linlathen 76; Longforgan 188

Glamis(1) 60 + Glamis Manse(1) 61 Bruceton 178 Dunnichen 57

Golspie 140 Craigton 137; Dunrobin 138 Little Ferry 146; Dunrobin, Dairy 

Park 139

Eassie 58 Bruceton 178; Keillor 186 Dunnichen 57; Strathmartine 

Castle 68

Fowlis Wester 182 Blackford 177 Cargill 179; Abernethy 175

APPENDIX   D

PROXIMITY OF CLASS 2 TO CLASS 1 STONES - RCAHMS (note 1) SITES

During the Investigations in Chapter 5 several patterns of geographic closeness between so-called Class 2 

and Class 1 Stones were apparent. Instances of such proximity (and potential influence on carving specific 

objects) are listed here; the topic is explored in Chapter 6.

Class 2 Stone - Name & Site Number Class 1 Stone - Name & Site Number

Nearest Next close-by

Cossans, St Orlands 56 Dunnichen 57 Aberlemno Road (1) 51 & 

Flemington Farm {FF}  52; 

Bruceton 178

Dunfallandy 181 Struan 193

Collace 180; Strathmartine 

Castle 68

Strathmartine Castle 68; 

Kinblethmont 63

Kintore Churchyard 29; Kintore 

Castle 30

Ardross 118; Dalnavie Farm 119

Dunnichen 57; Linlathen 76

Linlathen 76

Kintore (4) 31

Rosskeen 127

Kinblethmont 63

Aberlemno Roadside (1) 51 & FF 52 Kinblethmont 63

Bruceton 178 Aberlemno Roadside (1) 51 and 

Flem. Farm 52

Cargill 179 Bruceton 178

Bruceton 178; Keillor 186

Cargill 179

Inchbrayock 62

Kirriemuir 65

Logierait (1 and 2) 187

Meigle 189

Monifieth 66

Monymusk 35

Nigg 124

St Vigeans 67
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Example 2

Example 4

Example 3

Example 5

Example 1

Below are five examples of a Class 2 Stone in close proximity to Class 1 Stones. For each Example, the 

Class 2 Stone numbered location is ringed in blue with the nearest and next close-by numbered Class 1 

Stones ringed in brown. Prospective interpretations are discussed in Chapter 6. 

For the purpose of indicating a selection of clusters of Class 1 and Class 2 Stones in close proximity, the 

map below has been scanned from  The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland  edited by Iain Fraser published 

by The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland ©RCAHMS 2008. The 

examples of clusters detailed on page 3 are marked up below.
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Example 4

138 - Dunrobin

140 - Golspie (Class 2)

137 - Craigton

139 - Dunrobin D P

146 - Little Ferry

141 - Golspie (Class 1)

Plus - just north east:-

135 - Clynekirkton

136 - Clynemilton

143 - Kintradwell

29 - Kintore Churchyard

Example 2

96 - Ackergill

Example 5

105 - Watenan

179 - Cargill

Example 1

51 - Aberlemno 1

52 - Aberlemno 2

56 - Cossans

178 - Bruceton

57 - Dunnichen

Example 3

104 - Ulbster

101 - Latheron

30 - Kintore Castle

31 - Kintore (4)

35 - Monymusk

182 - Fowlis Wester

175 - Abernethy

177 - Blackford
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APPENDIX E 
 

STONES WITH OGHAM TEXTS 

Fifteen Pictish Symbol Stones with linear Ogham inscriptions and one circular (Logie 
Elphinstone) have been identified from The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland edited by Iain 
Fraser (RCAHMS 2008). 
 
Thirteen of these inscriptions are on the so-called Class 1 (incised symbols) and Class 2 
(Christian cross and relief symbols) Pictish Stones. Aquhollie has an indecipherable symbol 
on a stone allegedly the survivor of a stone circle. A shape on the Cunningsburgh stone has 
been described as a rectilinear motif which is not identifiable as any specific symbol. These 
two stones are not included in the Shared Space investigations. 
 

 
Inchyra - Ogham on one narrow side and the top, transliterated as “ETTLIETRENOIDDORS” 
 
Overall observations (no conclusions!):- 
 
All the Ogham inscriptions on Pictish Symbol Stones are incised appearing as additions and 
seemingly not an integral part of the original overall designs - that in itself does not lend any 
further indication to dating of the Symbol Stones themselves.  
 
For the Stones with Pictish Symbols and Ogham writing 5 are Class 1 and 10 are Class 2. 
Geographically of these 15 Stones, 6 are in Aberdeenshire / Aberdeen, 2 in Angus, 2 in 
Caithness and 1 in each of Moray, Shetland, Sutherland, Perth & Kinross and Fife. 
 
In each case there appears to be no specific positioning relative to a Pictish Symbol – except 
where the Ogham is on the narrow side of a Stone suggesting a decision to not place on the 
already decorated surfaces (sometimes perhaps due to space restrictions). Ogham was 
seemingly used between the 4th and 9th centuries CE in Ireland; being on Class 1 and 2 
Pictish Stones would suggest a carving timeline of 4th to 8th centuries. 
 
For the linear variety a stem-line is often used and the Ogham characters are generally 
open-ended lines. Most of these Ogham inscriptions follow the “upwards” format except 
the Newton House example. There is more than one style of Ogham on these Stones 
including open and bound ended lines. Their purpose is unclear with one speculatively used 
to record a land transaction and others with seemingly personal names. 
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These pages record for each Stone – name; Class; location of the Ogham inscription and 
transliteration; and, where appropriate, some comments. 
 
Ackergill, Caithness ND35SW 12 (stone 1); Class 1 (broken slab); Ogham from the centre to  
the upper left at an oblique angle, transliterated as “NEHTETRI”. 
 

  
Upper part of Ackergill Stone. 
 
 
 

 
Aquhollie, Aberdeenshire NO89SW 10; indecipherable carving; allegedly formed part of a 
stone circle; Ogham along SE angle, transliterated as “VUO NO N (I) TEDOV”.  
 
Brandsbutt, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire NJ72SE 23; Class (1 broken up and reassembled from 
fragments); Ogham on front face in a clear space on the left hand side, transliterated as 
“IRATADDOARENS”. 

 
 
 
 
Brandsbutt before it was re-assembled and relocated. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brodie, Moray NH95NE 3 - “Rodney’s Stone”; Class 2; Ogham is on each side of the front 
and on the back of the slab and considered to be the longest Ogham inscription in Pictland. 
The characters are well weathered and include “EDDARRNONN”. 
Comments: - the Ogham characters seemingly spell out a personal name. The same 
characters are on the Scoonie Stone and are considered to be a Brythonic personal name. 
 
Cunningsburgh, Shetland Islands HU42NW 5; rectangular motif on one side of the fragment; 
Ogham on the other side, transliterated as “I-R”. 
Comments: - “I-R” is more like “E-R”. The Ogham lines are not open ended but bound at the 
tips and there is a two chevron (corporal stripe) alongside which may be an “angled” “O”.  
 
Dyce, Aberdeen NJ81 NE 8; Stone 2; Class 2 floriated cross with “Stafford” knots – 7th 
century Anglo-Saxon; Ogham on right hand narrow side, transliterated as 
“EOTTASSARRHETODDEDDOTS MAQQ ROGODDADD”. 
Comment: - Ogham inscription not well planned as last few characters point down. The 
Ogham lines are not open ended but bound at the tips. 
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Fordoun, Aberdeenshire NO77NW 3.2; Class 2; Ogham on both left and right narrow sides, 
transliterated as “VUN-MSETTORBBRE---N”.  
Comments: - St Palladius catholic community was founded here about 431. “PIDARNOIN” 
inscribed on the stone face upper left in Hiberno-Saxon Miniscule (or Early Roman). If the 
former this script dates to about 9th century. 
 
Formaston, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire NJ05SW 1; Class 2 (fragment); Ogham on front face 
about half way up the right hand side, transliterated as “MAQQOoiTALLUORRH | 
NxHHTVROBBACCxNNEVV”. 

 
 
 
 
 
Comment: - Ogham characters are on two parallel artificial stem-lines. 
 
 
 
 
 

Golspie, Sutherland NC80SW 13; Class 2; Ogham along the back of the slab’s upper and right 
hand edges, transliterated as “ALL HALLORREDD M [E]QQ N[(IA] V[ARRCERR]”. 
 
Inchyra, Perth & Kinross NO12SE 9; Class 1; Ogham on one narrow side and the top, 
transliterated as “ETTLIETRENOIDDORS”. 
Comments: - two sets of Ogham characters seem to be laid out as separate words. 
 
Kirriemuir, Angus NO35SE 20 (stone 2); Class 2; below the “key” pattern on the left hand 
edge there is a possible Ogham inscription. It is indecipherable. 
 
Latheron, Caithness ND13SE 27; Class 2 (fragment); Ogham on left hand side front, 
transliterated as “DUNNODNNAT MAQQ NETO”. 
Comments: - the lower arm and shaft of the cross are not in a usual Class 2 style. The bird 
could be an eagle and the fish a salmon. Although recognised as a Pictish Symbol Stone this 
example lacks the usual geometric and other shapes such as Pictish Beast. 
 
Logie Elphinstone, Aberdeenshire NJ72NW 7 (stone 2); Class 1; Ogham at top, transliterated 
as “QFTQU” reading clockwise. 
 
                            Comments: - the only “circular” Ogham recorded on a Pictish Stone. On first                          
                            sight looks like a sunburst. Also known as “wheel” Ogham. 
 
 
 
 
 

PROOF



4 
 

Newton House, Aberdeenshire NJ62NE 12 (stone 2); Class 1; Ogham on curved surface 
starting near top of stone, transliterated as “IDDARRNNN VORENNI KOI-OSR-”. 

 
Comments: - the Ogham inscription is from the top down (not usual 
convention) with the last five characters in the upward loop (they could 
be ILSRZ not -OSR- as stated in source text book. The additional carving 
near the top is considered to be “cursive or miniscule” script potentially 
from the 3rd to 7th century, transliterated as “ETTE EVAGAINNIAS 
CIGONOVOCANI URAELISI MAQQI NOVIOGRUTA”. Several theories have 
been put forward about this carving ranging from a choice of ancient 
scripts, to “forgery” and added in the 19th century. The characters 

appear to be a combination of the two forms of Roman (Latin) cursive i.e. Antigua and 
nueva. 
 
Scoonie, Fife NO30SE 15; Class 2 (the cross has almost disappeared); Ogham on the hunting 
scene side, transliterated as “-EDDARRNONN” which is considered to be a Brythonic 
personal name which is also on the Brodie Stone. 
 
St Vigeans, Angus NO64SW 3 (stone 6); Class 2 (very small fragment); a short section of 
Ogham inscription is along the edge. 
 
 
 

OGHAM ALPHABET 
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APPENDIX F 
 

CHANGES IN BELIEFS AND TRANSITION TO CHRISTIANITY 
 
A broad time sequence for the physical usage of stones (circles and monoliths) for use 
across the Celtic, Mithraic and Christian beliefs could be:- 
 
<-------------Bronze Age -----------------> 
                                          <------------ Iron Age ----------> 
                                                                                        <-- Picts -- > 
-2000 -1750 -1500 -1250 -1000 -750 -500 -250 0 250 500 750 1000 1250 1500... 2000+       
                           <   P-M   >   
                                         < Christianity------------------------> 
P-M = Pictish-Mithraism 
 
 
The use and re-use of such stones ranges from the pre-Pictish period (when there would 
have been an initial use, then in some instances later re-use, of Bronze or Iron Age 
monoliths or stones in circles), Pictish (perhaps with some form of belief) before Pictish-
Mithraism, Pictish-Mithraism and Christian. In the Pictish Mithraic time period some other 
contemporaneous carvings were included on the Stones – for example what appear to be 
Celtic symbols. Several beliefs could have co-existed in the sense of Shared Space. 
 
From the Anderson & Allen classification, Class 1 slabs had so-called Pictish Symbols only, 
Class 2 had both Pictish and Christian Objects (introducing Christianity and, no doubt, used 
in converting those with, then, current religious beliefs) and Class 3 had Christian symbols 
only. The general view is a time progression between Classes but Class 1 and 2 could have 
been created in the same time period, perhaps in different parts of Pictland. Certainly Class 
2 Stones with Christian and Mithraic iconography are, arguably, Transition Stones from one 
religious belief to another (albeit with overlap where the space on the Stones has had use 
for more than one functioning belief). Few locations have both original Pictish Symbol 
Stones and Transition Stones (this may simply be due to population movements) but both 
types of Stone are found in, under and around churches. There are some instances, 
however, of close proximity between Class 1 and Class 2 Stones as shown in Appendix D. 
 
Considering the broadly 600 to 1000 time period the designs on Cross slabs suggest initially 
the influence of Celtic or Insular Christianity later replaced by Roman Christianity. During the 
latter part of this period Viking arrival and settlement could have had an effect on Cross slab 
design. There is similarity between some Objects such as the beast with exaggerated claws 
and the intertwined beasts that are similar to styles used in Norway around 1000 – 
examples can be seen in a Cast Court of the Victoria & Albert Museum, London. 
 
An example of a Standing Stone that has seen a long life is the Craw Stane at Rhynie. Crop 
marks followed by geophysical investigations surrounding and adjacent to the Stone have 
revealed what would have been Bronze and Iron Age structures. 
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Class 2 Stones have “Christian” crosses. Apart from introducing a different religious belief, 
the new symbols of Cross, Biblical stories etc. probably would have been used to convert 
Mithraists. The fact that these Stones have symbols from more than one religious belief 
suggests they were quite acceptable to the remaining Mithraists - further reinforcing the 
concept of Shared Space. Maybe there were distinct transition features in the new 
iconography such as the arms of the cross being considered to represent the four 
“elements” of earth, wind, air and fire. 
 
Looking to the earlier transition and introduction to Pictish-Mithraism from Roman 
Mithraism there are no Tauroctonies carved on Standing Stones but some components such 
as the serpent. Several stones engraved with bulls came from Burghead – perhaps a hang 
back to the Roman Mithraic Tauroctony or maybe that form of Mithraism was practiced 
there. The well which would have been within the fort boundary could be a Mithraeum. The 
situation at Burghead may well be one of timing with Roman Mithraism being practiced 
there in the same period as at Hadrian’s Wall. 
 
The following pictures show examples of Stone Circles. The one at Lagmore is near 
Inveravon church where there are four Symbol Stones previously attached to an outer wall 
now in a porch. The church also overlooks the River Spey. Ardlair Stone Circle, like Upper 
Lagmore has a panoramic view and is near Rhynie and nearby Standing Stone sites. 
Inveravon church has Class 1 Stones purportedly from around the 6th to 8th Century the 
church itself being erected in 1806 on the site of the previous church built in 1568. And 
finally two views involving Migvie; the first is of the Cairngorms from the graveyard taken 
from beside the Migvie Pictish Symbol Stone; the second an inside view of the current 
church – restored in 2001 with extensive Christian and Pictish iconography. 
 
The beliefs and changes in beliefs in the foregoing and as alluded to in the pictures below 
cover a period from prospectively 2000 BCE to now - a time span of 4000 years. 
 

Upper (or 
West) 
Lagmore 
Stone Circle 
above 
Ballindalloch 
Golf Course 
(near 
Inveravon 
Church & 
Stones). 
Early Bronze 
Age. 
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Lower (or 
East) Lagmore 
Stone Circle 
next to 
Ballindalloch 
Golf Course. 
Photo taken 
from the 
Upper Stone 
Circle. 
 

 
 
 
Class 1 Pictish Standing Stones at Inveravon 
Church. Claimed to be 6th to 8th Century CE. 
(Stones now in a porch). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inveravon Church – erected in 1806 on site 
of previous church (built in 1568). 
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Ardlair Stone Circle (near 
Kennethmont). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ardlair Stone Circle (near 
Kennethmont) – distant view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairs and table inside Migvie church. Restored by Philip 
Astor of Tillypronie in 2001 in memory of his parents. The 
carvings include Pictish Symbols (in this picture the V-Rod 
& Crescent), text in English and at right angles to it in 
Ogham. 
 
The church has a mixture of Christian and Pictish 
iconography. 
 

 
 
Cairngorms from Migvie grave 
yard. 
A Pictish Cross slab is just beyond 
the right side of this view. 
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In summary: 
a) Stone Circle stones from an earlier religious belief have been re-used for creating 

Pictish Symbol Stones,  
b) iconography from Class 1 Stones (referred to by some as pagan) is seen on Class 2 

(Christian “transition”) Stones and  
c) various pre-Christian (Class 1) Stones and “transition” Stones have been re-located in 

(and under) some Christian churches and in church yards.  
 

Across these changes there seems to have been some form of continued reverence, 
acceptance or superstition (but no apparent threat). 
 

Christian Crosses 
Class 2 Stones have Christian crosses on them with earlier Symbols as well, the Class 3 
Stones have no earlier Symbols. The Cross designs should not be regarded only as being 
what they are and nothing else. There is the possibility of Symbol concealment in the cross 
itself. For example where the vertical and horizontal parts of the cross intersect some 
Stones show a circle at each junction – 4 in all. These could be an allusion to the 4 elements 
(earth, water, air, fire) or four “winds” of the Moon. These Class 2 Stones tend to have well 
executed and sometimes more stylised versions of the Symbols seen on Class 1 Stones. 
Clearly the carving of Symbols on Class 2 Stones (with Christian Crosses) facilitated a 
“transition” between Pictish-Mithraism and Christianity. This is similar to the way in which 
Christianity was transitioned into as the state religion in the Roman Empire period. Class 2 
Stones, therefore, have Mithraic relevance in the transition between beliefs. 
 
 
Saints and Stones 
 
Some churches in Pictland were founded by people who either were already or became 
Saints. However, our modern view of a Saint and what prevailed in Pictish times is different. 
The local clergyman was sometimes referred to as Saint. Many more churches were 
dedicated to existing, well known, Saints. 
 
The following are locations where there are Pictish Stones (mainly Class 2) and Saint 
associations. Site numbers are from The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland. 
 
St Boniface – church at Tealing NO43NW 9. Boniface - 672 to 754 seemingly founded 150 
churches in NE Scotland; the one at Tealing was dedicated to St Peter. 
St Braoch – church at Inchbrayock NO75NW 2. 
St Bride – dedication of Advie NJ13SW 2 old church. 
St Drostan – appointed abbot of Deer Abbey by St Columba. A Stone was reported as 
standing at the Abbey at NJ94NE 5 in the mid-1800s. 
St Fergus 8th century - Dyce NJ81NE 8. 
St Fillan – Struan NN86NW 3. 
St Finnan died 661 – Migvie NJ40NW 2 dedicated to St F. 
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Saints and Stones (contd) 
 
St Martin 4th century – Balluderon (St Martin’s Stone) NO33NE 2 – St Martin was a Roman 
soldier who became a bishop. 11 Nov is Martinmas. St Columba erected a church in Ireland 
to St Martin. Ulbster ND34SW 28.01 Stone may have been at St Martin’s chapel.  
St Medan (male and female versions but of different time periods) – Kingoldrum NO54NW 
3. 
St Moluag / Lugg / Moloc died 592 – Rhynie NJ 42NE 30, perhaps Alyth NO224NW 14 and 
several others. 
St Nathalan (Nachalan or Nachlan or Neachtan) bishop of Tullich died 678. Tullich NO39NE 
2. Celtic chapel established by Nathalan, church held by Knights Templar then Hospitallers – 
built a fort round the church in 13C.  
St Ninian – chapel of that name at Navidale ND01NW 23 but Ninian is usually associated 
with Southern Scots. 
St Orland – Cossans NO45SW 4. 
St Palladius - Fordoun, Auchenblae NO77NW 3.2 - first Christian missionary to Scotland (?) - 
preceded St Patrick around mid-400s. 
St Regulus (St Rule) – association with former parish church at Monifieth NO43SE 25. 
St Tredwell - Kintradwell NC90NW 15 – near Cinn Trolla broch with chapel and saint 
associations. Story of eyes and Nechtan (references to Papa Westray, Orkneys). 
St Vigean – church at St Vigeans NO64SW 3 (Latin Vigeanus was St Feichin of Irish origin died 
664). 
 
 
“Transition” Complete? 
 
With the appearance of so-called Class 3 Stones it could be assumed “transition” from older 
beliefs was complete - Christian Crosses and biblical scenes predominate. They are relief 

carved - a clear example is in Dunblane Cathedral 
(sketch from Senchus wordprress.com alongside. 
Whilst there are no geometric objects of the type that 
signify the difference between Pictish stones in 
Scotland and Pictish Symbol Stones, there are carvings 
of a style that are seen on Class 2 Stones. On the Cross 
side there are upturned zoomorphic heads above the 
base of the shaft. The reverse has shapes (spiral, 
bosses, key patterns etc.), a human figure holding a 
club, a horse rider carrying a spear and accompanied by 
what appears to be a hunting dog and a free-standing 
cross. 
 

 
Could, in this example, recognition of some other belief be portrayed? Maybe there were 
still pre-Christian attachments. 
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Geometric shapes, animals, birds, fish, 
crosses, biblical stories, zoomorphic 

creatures - all these and more are carved 
on the Pictish Symbol Stones. 
Why are they often together?

This book investigates whether any 
Mithraic interpretations, Celtic attributes, 
Christian meanings and Roman contexts 

might be complementary or if there is 
implied acceptance of beliefs - or 

no known explanation for some objects! 

Published by Norman J Penny 
normanjpenny@supanet.com
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