
Association with a Saint - a dating prospect ? 

In the Features Table and Synopses the following 12 locations for Class 2 Stones are shown 

as having an association with a Saint [Stone Name / Location - Saint]:- 

Alyth - Moluag Balluderon - Martin Cossans - Orland Deer Abbey - Drostan 

Dyce - Fergus Fordoun - Palladius Kingoldrum - Medan Migvie - Finnan 

Monifieth - Regulus St. Vigeans - Vigean Tealing - Boniface Ulbster - Martin 
 

Of these, 10 are at or near a church with Balluderon and Cossans being the exceptions. 

Perhaps the association with a Saint might give an indication of the date for a Symbol Stone. 

Information below is from the Synopses pages plus further research. 

Alyth - St Moluag. Ruins remain of a church which was built on the site of a sixth-century 
church dedicated to St Moluag (also known as Lugg, Moloc and other Irish and Latin names) 
who died in 592. Several churches were dedicated to this Saint in Pictland (particularly in the 
vicinity of Rhynie), Ireland and the Isle of Man. If the Stone was carved in St Moluag’s 
lifetime or soon after then it dates to late 6th / early 7th century serving in way of 
“transition” between Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Balluderon - St Martin. This is not near a belief structure (church, graveyard etc.) but is a 
clear example of a Transition Stone. Although it is also known as St Martin’s Stone the 
association seems undocumented. Martin was a Roman soldier who became Bishop of 
Tours in 371 and was widely venerated across Europe. His association with churches in 
Scotland goes back to St Columba. This information does not help to date the Stone as it is 
not near a church - a possible dating could be to the time of St Columba in the late 6th 
century but that is rather tenuous. 
 
Cossans - St Orland. A very clear example of a Transition Stone that is not near a belief 
structure (church, graveyard etc.). It is not known why the Stone is named after St Orland; 
the author has traced no information about this Saint. 
 
Deer Abbey - St Drostan. St Drostan sailed from Ireland to Scotland around 563 with St 
Columba who seemingly appointed him abbot of Deer Abbey. This suggests an earliest 
timeframe in the latter part of the 6th century for dating this Stone. 
 
Dyce - St Fergus. Although there may be an 8th century association with St Fergus the style 
of the Cross with "Stafford Knots" allegedly dates it to the Anglo-Saxon 7th century period. 
 
Fordoun - St Palladius. This Saint is regarded as the first Christian missionary to northern 
Scotland with a chapel which he built on a knoll in the mid-400s, later housing his relics. He 
preceded St Columba (in Scotland in the latter part of the 6th century). If the association 
with the Saint was in his lifetime then this tends to date this Stone to the 5th century 
perhaps marking a relatively early attempt to transition from a Pictish-Mithraic belief. 
 



Kingoldrum - St Medan. Relevance to St Medan is unclear - to the extent that there were 

male and female versions but in different time periods. There is a figure in a long robe 

sitting on a chair on this Stone - could this represent the Saint? 

Migvie - St Finnan. The original church (all that remains is a slight mound) was dedicated to 
St Finnan who was one of the early Celtic missionaries. He died in 661. There is currently no 
evidence to conclude the first church was erected in St Finnan’s lifetime. However, the 
Symbol Stone could well have been erected before the church giving a prospective 7th 
century date. 
 
Monifieth - St Regulus. A Saint association is with St Regulus (aka St Rule) who was the 4th 
century monk or bishop of Patras, Greece who is said to have fled to Scotland in 345 with 
the bones of St Andrew. From a Wikipedia entry, that timing is unclear as the Saint was 
supposed to have given relics of St Andrew to King Óengus 1 who was in power from 732 to 
761 - beyond the Saint’s lifetime by nearly 400 years. 
 
St. Vigeans - St Vigean. Also known as St Feichen - of Irish origin - St Vigean died in 664. 
Seemingly there is no evidence of his having visited Scotland but followers of his cult may 
have founded a monastery at St Vigeans in the 8th century so the naming is a dedication. 
 
Tealing - St Boniface. Although the church was dedicated to St Peter, it was seemingly 
founded by St Boniface (672 to 754) in 710 - he founded 150 churches in N E Scotland. 
Arguably the Symbol Stone preceded the church - prospectively giving it a 7th century date. 
 
Ulbster - St Martin. A mausoleum occupies the site of St Martin’s chapel but seemingly 
stones from the older chapel were not incorporated in its construction - dating of the chapel 
is currently not possible. A reason why this church has an association with St Martin is not 
clear but he had and still has a high profile - 11 Nov is Martinmas. He was a Roman soldier 
who became Bishop of Tours in 371 and was widely venerated across Europe. Maybe his 
association with churches in Scotland goes back to St Columba who erected a church in 
Ireland to St Martin; there is a St Martin’s cross on Iona. 
 

Observations 
Options for dating include - during a Saint’s lifetime, dedication shortly after death and 
related to a later event. Linking to the building date of an original church would, most likely, 
reveal the most accurate and earliest dates. However, there are instances where a more 
recent church has replaced an earlier one or an original structure has been expanded or 
reconfigured and a misleading date could result - particularly if the association with a Saint 
is specific to a later structure. From the information above there are 8 locations which 
produce tenable dates. Through time the thought of a Saint being linked to a location - 
whether Stone or church - might have become clouded. 
 
An example of the need for care in interpreting material is in Dyce - St Fergus where there 
may be an 8th century association with St Fergus but the style of the Cross with "Stafford 
Knots" allegedly dates the Symbol Stone to the Anglo-Saxon 7th century period. Also in the  
Migvie - St Finnan example where there is no directly relevant association between the 
Saint and the Stone. 



To complete the picture 6 further locations have Saint associations - all with Class 1 Stones:- 
 

Advie - Bride Kintradwell - Tredwell Navidale - Ninian 

Rhynie - Moluag Struan - Fillan Tullich - Nathalan 

 
For two of these Stone locations - Advie and Struan - the connection with a Saint is the 
dedication of the co-located church rather than a direct link with the Stone as such. 
Otherwise, from research so far, church or Stone connections are unknown. 
 
Further details for Stone locations are at Physical Locations of Pictish Symbol Stones. 
 
 
 

Conclusions 
From the information above, an association with a Saint to a date for a Class 2 Stone covers 
the period from the 5th to 7th century. Clearest information comes from Alyth - St Moluag - 
if the Stone was carved in St Moluag’s lifetime or soon after then it dates to late 6th / early 
7th century serving in way of “transition” between Mithraic and Christian beliefs. And from 
Fordoun - St Palladius - if the association with the Saint was in his lifetime then this tends to 
date this Stone to the 5th century perhaps marking a relatively early attempt to transition 
from a Pictish-Mithraic belief. 
 
Overall perhaps a perceived association with a Saint is more with a Stone than a church.  
 
Conversely, collectively the Saint associations for these Stones suggests, for some, a broad 
dating for a move from outdoors to indoors worship on the basis that the Saint association 
is with a church not a Stone. 
 
 

https://pictishsymbolstones.com/physical-locations-of-symbol-stones/

