
Stones by, in or near water - any significance? 

In the Features Table and Synopses the following 23 Class 2 Stone locations are shown as 

being by, in or near water:- 

Aberlemno Church Aberlemno Roadside Alyth Brodie 

Cossans Dunfallandy Eassie Fordoun 

Fowlis Wester Gellyburn, Murthly Glamis Manse Glenferness 

Golspie Kingoldrum Logierait Logie Wester 

Meigle Monymusk Raasay Rossie Priory 

St. Madoes St. Vigeans Wester Denoon  
 

Information below - by Stone and water location - is from the Synopses pages plus further 

research. 

Aberlemno Church is standing at the church and is near the River South Esk. 

Aberlemno Roadside 2 is in an open area by the roadside and is near the River South Esk. 

Alyth is near Alyth Burn. 
 
Brodie - “Rodney’s Stone” was by Muckle Burn when at its original location of the old 

church graveyard at Dyke. 

Cossans is near Dean Water (south), Loch of Forfar (north east) and several burns. 

Dunfallandy is located near the River Tummel possibly at or near its original location. 
However, in some texts there is a choice for the original location - either in the ruins of a 
chapel 1 mile SW of Killiecrankie or near the (no longer existent) chapel at Dunfallandy. 
 
Eassie was found in the bank of the Eassie Burn by the old parish church. 

Fordoun, Auchenblae is by the Luther Water (aka River Luther). 

Fowlis Wester was alleged originally to have been at a site at Bal na Croik at the mouth of 

the Sma’ Glen therefore in an open area in the vicinity of the River Almond. 

Gellyburn, Murthly had been built into a Gellyburn village house wall and found during 
building works in 1949, now in Perth Museum. There is no historical record of its original 
location. However, as with other Gellyburn stones, it may have come from an early church 
site located close to the confluence of the Gelly Burn with the River Tay. 
 
Glamis Manse (aka Glamis Manse 1) may have been in a part of the churchyard which is 

near Glamis Burn. Currently it stands in the front garden of Glamis manse. 

Glenferness was moved closer to Glenferness House clear of flooding as it was by a bend in 

the River Findhorn. 



Golspie (Class 2) was found in 1776 in the graveyard where it had been used as a recumbent 
gravestone. This location is near the Sea and Golspie Burn. The Stone is now in Dunrobin 
Museum.  
 
Kingoldrum is by Cromie Burn. 

Logierait is by the River Tay and near the River Tummel - two Stones have been discovered. 

Logie Wester, Conon Bridge was found in 2019 at the burial ground of an early Christian 

church site near the River Conon. 

Meigle Museum has 6 Class 2 Stones from an area near the River Isla. 

Monymusk was found in a field to the south of the River Don around 1800. 

Raasay 1 was found near to the Sound of Raasay. 

Rossie Priory was found in the old burial ground of Rossie before 1867 and is now in a 
private mortuary chapel in what was Rossie Church which is close to Rossie Burn. 
 
St Madoes was found in a kirkyard near Cairnie Pow which flows into the River Tay at 

Inchyra. 

St Vigeans 1, 2, 4 and 6 are the slabs and fragments from the site of the old church which 

was built on a glacial mound by the Brothock Water. 

Wester Denoon was discovered in 1992 during ploughing in the vicinity of Denoon Burn, 

now in Meffan Museum, Forfar. 

Observations 

For the 23 Stone locations above, 19 are identified with their original position near water 

and the Stones are either still there or have been moved to safer ground (such as 

Glenferness) or for other unspecified reasons. Instances such as Fowlis Wester and 

Gellyburn have only prospective original locations. 

Conclusion 

Any perceived “significance” for these Stones being close to water is considered in the 

context of religious belief and practice. For example baptism in Christianity and the 

proximity with water for Temples of Mithras. As such the specific locations reinforce their 

use as a gathering place for pursuing a religious belief.  

For Mithraism this has been described by the author as an “Outdoor Mithraeum” whereby 

the Symbol Stone is the terrestrial part of the Mithraeum with its skyward view towards the 

planets and celestial sphere.  

For Christianity the use of a Stone with a Cross would have served as an outside place of 

assembly for worship later progressing indoors to a church. Of the 23 identified locations 

above 16 are near churches. 


