
Synopsis and Evaluation by Stone 
 

The following pages provide a synopsis for each prospective Transition Stone - Stone name, 
Site Reference (note 1 below), where found (and current location if different), details of 
carvings, “strength” of relationship between Pictish-Mithraic & Christian objects (whether 
complementary, having “implied acceptance” or neither) and - as applicable - proximity to 
water; whether in an open or raised area; at or near a church; any association with a Saint 
[these four features are explored across all relevant Class 2 Stones in additional webpages]. 
 
An initial evaluation is made on the extent of a Stone functioning as a “transition” Stone 
from Mithraism to Christianity. This is based on an assessment of the relationship between 
Pictish-Mithraic & Christian carved objects and geographic location. 
 

Aberlemno Church NO55NW 26 is standing at the church and is near the River South Esk. 
 
If the Battle of Dunnichen is the scene on the reverse side then the Stone dates to post 685. 
Above this scene (almost in an upper register) is a Pictish-Mithraic Triple Disc and Z-Rod & 
Notched Rectangle. On the Cross side is an array of carvings that are of a similar design to 
intertwined animals that can be seen in the Victoria and Albert museum, London on the cast 
of a doorway of an 11th century church in Ulnes, Norway.  
 
With the Cross on one side and the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols on the other there seems to be 
implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. The Stone could have satisfied 
all the purposes of a Transition Stone.  
 
 

Aberlemno Roadside 2 NO55NW 8 is in an open area by the roadside and is near the River 
South Esk.  
 
Pictish-Mithraic Symbols are placed prominently above an extensive hunting scene - maybe 
this open area location has some relevance to the hunting scene (perhaps it was there or 
nearby). With the Cross side carved in a higher relief format than the reverse a greater 
importance could have been intended.  
 
For the reverse it would be speculative to assess whether, by design or importance, the 
Pictish-Mithraic objects were placed above the hunting scene or the hunting scene below 
the Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod & Crescent. However, there are instances - on Class 1 
Stones around 20 - where the V-Rod & Crescent is at the top arguably making a link 
between the meaning of the Symbol and the skyward view towards heaven.  
 
Christian belief is represented not just by the Cross but also the depiction of the biblical 
story of David rending the jaws of the lion.  
 
With the Z-Rod & Double Disc plus the V-Rod & Crescent on this Stone embodying many of 
the beliefs in Mithraism - not least the travel of the soul from and to heaven (as in Christian 
belief) and the structure of the universe with heaven beyond - the meanings of the carvings 
are clearly complementary. This is a very good example of a Transition Stone. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alyth NO24NW 14 was dug up in the manse garden in 1887 and is now in the church porch. 
 
A simply carved Stone with designs in a style not seen anywhere else suggests local 
interpretation for the Z-Rod & Double Disc and tenon-footed Cross. It is near Alyth Burn. 
 
Ruins remain of a church which was built on the site of a sixth-century church dedicated to 
St Moluag (also known as Lugg, Moloc and other Irish and Latin names) who died in 592.  
Several churches were dedicated to this Saint in Pictland (particularly in the vicinity of 
Rhynie), Ireland and the Isle of Man. If the Stone was carved in St Moluag’s lifetime or soon 
after then it dates to the late 6th / early 7th century. Had it been carved later then a more 
ornate, relief style would have been likely.  
 
Not just a Transition Stone with implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs 
but also a location where the place of worship appears to have moved from outdoors to 
indoors about 1400/1500 years ago. 
 
 
Balluderon NO33NE 2 is the lower part of a fragmentary cross-slab also known as St 
Martin’s Stone. It is in a field. Despite not being near a belief location, the Stone is 
associated with St Martin - a well-known (and well documented) Saint. One of the horsemen 
on this Stone is framed within the lower arm of the Cross - perhaps St Martin?  
 
 

Aberlemno Roadside 2 



Constellation connections can be made between the Serpent (as Hydra) and the Pictish 
Beast (as Capricornus) so these two Symbols are complementary to one another and maybe 
to the Christian belief regarding the travel of the soul. It is one of two Stones not near a 
church - but having a Saint’s name associated - the other is Cossans. 
 
Despite being fragmentary there is, therefore, enough to confirm the carving of Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian belief symbols but more as implied acceptance than complementary. 
Although it is in a field and not near any belief structure there is no reason to consider it did 
not function as a Transition Stone.  
 
 
Birse NO59NE 18.02 is near the site of a medieval church, built into the garden wall of a 
former manse. There is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs with the 
double sided Comb being the only clear carving and the assumption that a decorative volute 
formed part of a Cross. Not a strong example of a means of explaining transition. 
 
 

 Brodie - “Rodney’s Stone” was by 
Muckle Burn when at its original 
location of the old church graveyard at 
Dyke; National Grid Reference NH 9842 
5766. It is currently beside the drive into 
Brodie Castle with Site Reference 
NH95NE 3.  
 
Although the Cross is on one side and 
the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols on the 
reverse the style of the ornate infill 
suggests they were made by the same 
accomplished carver. This might suggest 

the content, layout and style of carving was specifically decided upon either by the carver or 
whoever might have commissioned the Stone. Concentric circles are usually very clear in the 
Double Disc structure so the earth / planets / celestial sphere explanation would not have 
been accompanied by a visual aid. Despite that a connection between Pictish-Mithraic and 
Christian beliefs regarding travel to heaven on death can be made with the Pictish Beast 
(Capricornus at the gate to heaven).  
 
Of interest is the positioning of the Hippocamp pair above the Pictish Beast - both are based 
on a fusion between a four legged animal and a fish demonstrating someone had much 
knowledge about these creatures. So far the relevance of Hippocamps on Symbol Stones has 
not been decoded.  
 
Ogham text is a later addition to the short edges of this Stone.  
 
Overall it seems that this Stone was specifically created as a Transition Stone. 
 



Cossans, the so-called “St Orlands Stone” NO54SW 4 is near Dean Water (south), Loch of 
Forfar (north east) and several burns. It is isolated in low lying fields. 
 

Connections between Pictish-Mithraic belief 
(the V-Rod reinforced by the Double Disc  
representation of the earth, planets and  
celestial sphere to heaven and the travel of  
the soul) carved on one side and Christianity  
alluded to by the Cross (the hereafter etc.) 
are strong. The Cross occupies the whole of 
the other side. 
 
It would be speculative to assess whether, as 
with Aberlemno Roadside 2 (above), the  
Pictish-Mithraic objects on the reverse were 
deliberately placed above the hunting scene 
or the hunting scene deliberately below the 
Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod & Crescent. 
 

 
This is a multi-use stone with hunting figures, 6 figures in a boat, a beast with exaggerated 
claws attacking a bull or cow and interlaced animals with the Cross. It is not known why the 
Stone is named after St Orland - whoever he was? It is one of two Stones not near a church - 
but having a Saint’s name associated - the other is Balluderon. 
 
Because of the connection between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs this tilts the 
evaluation to "complementary" despite the different carvings not being adjacent as in other 
less crowded Stones - but that may well have been for a specific reason. Comparing the 
format of the main surfaces there is deeper relief carving around the Cross with its outer 
edges well squared off - maybe not all the work was done at the same time or by the same 
hand. This is a very clear example of a Transition Stone that is not near a belief structure 
(church, graveyard etc.). 
 

Deer Abbey NJ94NE 5 was first recorded around 1850 standing close to Deer Abbey 
supposedly built into the foundation of a nearby lodge later in that century. Currently there 
is no trace of the Stone.  
 
From old sketches which appeared in John Stuart's 1856 publication 'The Sculptured Stones 
of Scotland' it was arguably Class 2 with Pictish-Mithraic and Christian symbols. With a V-
Rod and Crescent and un-decoded Symbol carved upside down versus the Cross on the 
other side it has been suggested in Canmore that the Cross was a later addition to a Class 1 
Stone.   
 
The Cross could have been added around the time of Drostan as the missionary centre was 
being established. The abbey as a Cistercian monastery was founded in 1219 from previous 
ruins. Prospectively a Transition Stone. 



Dunfallandy NN95NW 29 is currently near the River Tummel. Apparently there is a choice 
for the original location - either in the ruins of a chapel 1 mile SW of Killiecrankie on the west 
bank of the River Garry or near the chapel at Dunfallandy.  
 
This Stone has one of the most complex mixes of carvings of any across Pictland - as such it 
is considered in more detail in the Annexe below. 
 
Although the 5 Pictish-Mithraic Symbols are carved one side of the slab and the Christian 
belief is represented on the other the meaning of the Symbols makes the relationship with 
the Christian symbolism complementary. Christian context is reinforced by biblical stories - 
Jonah and the whale plus St Paul & St Antony. A clear example of a Stone with content 
recording two beliefs - stand alone, complementary and enabling a transition walk through. 
 
 
Dyce NJ81NE 8 has two Stones in a shelter by the old 
church that had been built into the kirkyard dyke at St 
Fergus Church - one Class 1 and one Class 2. There is an 8th 
century association with St Fergus who died around 730. 
 

Dyce 2 is a very good example of a Transition Stone with 
the Pictish-Mithraic Mirror Case, V-Rod & Crescent and Z-
Rod & Double Disc symbols for soul travel, universe, heaven 
beyond etc. perhaps being specifically chosen to 
complement Christian beliefs. Consistency of the decoration 
in the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols suggests some integration 
of designs.  
 
This style of floriated Cross with "Stafford Knots" allegedly 
dates it to the Anglo-Saxon 7th century period. 
 
 
 
 
Eassie NO34NE 4 was found in the bank of a burn by the old parish church in late 18th 
century, now in an enclosure in the shell of Eassie Old Parish Church.  
 
With the Pictish Beast representing Capricorn marking the return of the soul to heaven upon 
death and the Double Disc showing the earth, planets and celestial sphere towards heaven, 
there are strong resemblances to Christian belief which is reinforced with the inclusion of 
two angels (considered to be intermediaries between God or Heaven and humanity). There 
is a variety of animals on both sides, people walking (one on each side of the slab), 3 
cloaked/robed figures together on the reverse near a tree which is so far un-decoded. 
Although the animal carvings are in a similar style, the Cross is carved much more ornately 
than the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols. 
 
Overall the function as a Transition Stone is clear with the Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs in a complementary fashion. It has had a multi-use function. 



Elgin NJ26SW 2 was originally unearthed in 1823 near St Giles Kirk, Elgin and moved to the 
nave of the ruined Elgin Cathedral. 
 
It looks like the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols - Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod & Crescent 
representing soul travel, universe, heaven beyond etc. - were chosen to complement 
Christian beliefs represented by the Cross and the figures which are presumed to be the 
four evangelists. Animals, birds and people on horseback on the reverse make up a hunting 
scene; there are interlaced animals below the Cross.  
 
Despite being very weathered this slab is an excellent example of a Transition Stone 
showing complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs clearly carved in an 
integrated style. 
 

 

Fordoun, Auchenblae NO77NW 3.2 is by the Luther Water 
(aka River Luther).  It was used as paving in the old church 
and under the base of the pulpit of the 1788 church and is 
now in the vestibule of the new kirk.   
 
There is “implied acceptance” of the Pictish-Mithraic (Z-
Rod & Double Disc) and Christian (Greek style Cross) 
carvings. Beyond the belief purpose of the Stone there is a 
hunting scene and horseman with a spear, a fish monster, 
Ogham and text. 
 
St Palladius is regarded as the first Christian missionary to 
northern Scotland with a chapel which he built on a knoll 
in the mid-400s, later housing his relics. He preceded St 
Columba (who was in Scotland in the latter part of the 6th century). If the association with 
the Saint was in the Saint’s time then this tends to date the Fordoun Stone to the 5th 
century. Perhaps the Stone enabled Pictish-Mithraic belief to be followed whilst Christianity 
was established and people moved over to the new belief. If so this marks a relatively early 
attempt to transition from a Pictish-Mithraic belief.  
 
Its geographically prominent location was probably significant not only in terms of belief 
(clear view to the sky and heaven beyond) but physically as a gathering place - initially 
outdoors then indoors. 
 
With the Stone having spent so much time under and in churches at this site it arguably had 
no iconography that was a threat to Christian belief and maybe had been treated 
particularly positively because of the Cross on its surface.  
 
 
Formaston, Aboyne NJ50SW 1 was found in the churchyard shortly prior to 1887 and can 
now be seen in Victory Hall, Aboyne. Being fragmentary there is insufficient carving to 
evaluate other than implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 



Fowlis Wester NN92SW 5 was alleged originally to have been at a site at Bal na Croik at the 
mouth of the Sma’ Glen therefore in an open area in the vicinity of the River Almond. It is 
now in the parish church having been in the village square where there is a replica.  
 
What appears to be a hunting scene is mixed in with a group of warriors and a cow with a 
bell around its neck. Although the Pictish-Mithraic symbols are on the reverse together they 
complement the Christian belief i.e. travel of the soul and a pathway to heaven - it is a 
Transition Stone. 
 
Gask NN91NE 26 stood in a field between Gask House and Gask Church and was moved to 
the grounds of Moncreiffe House. It is also known as the Bore Stone or Boar Stone (some 
animals look like boars) with a complex variety of carvings. The biblical story is seemingly 
David the Lion-killer, maybe there are other depictions. The Pictish-Mithraic Symbol is 
between a person on horseback and an unidentified animal - possibly suggesting that the Z-
Rod & Serpent carving was not planned in with a prominent profile suggesting only implied 
acceptance for Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Gellyburn, Murthly NO03NE 1 had been built into a Gellyburn village 
house wall and found during building works in 1949, now in Perth 
Museum. There is no historical record of its original location. The 
village is by the River Tay. 
 
The Pictish-Mithraic carvings have been created in the area, on one 
side, corresponding with the lower shaft of the Cross on the other side 
with the upper portion of the V-Rod and Crescent set into the lower 
part of the central circles of the Cross (which are holes through the 
slab). The Pictish-Mithraic symbols seem to be well integrated both in 
positioning and carving making this a good example of a Transition 
Stone with complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Glamis, Hunter’s Hill NO34NE 17 is in situ on the north slope of Hunter’s Hill near Glamis 
Village. This appears to be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. it has had the Christian Cross and an 
angel added making it into Class 2 - a similar background is apparent for Glamis Manse 1. 
 
Incise carved on the undressed side are a serpent alone, an undefined animal and part of a 
Mirror Symbol. Two diverse interpretations can be made of the serpent - Pictish-Mithraic 
and as a set of Constellations (principally Hydra - the serpent forms a connection between 
Cancer and Capricorn as the gateways of the soul). Because the Mirror portrays the Zodiac 
then the Serpent and Mirror complement one another suggesting they were carved in the 
same time period i.e. as part of the original Class 1 Stone. Turning to the relief carved Cross 
side - the Christian belief is reinforced by the angel on the top left with the Triple Disc being 
the only Pictish-Mithraic Symbol on this side but, in interpretation, relating to the Serpent 
on the other side. Positioning and carving style of the Triple Disc suggests it was done with 
the Cross and other objects rather than the in the time of the objects on the other side. 
 



Overall this Stone portrays complementary Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs 
so has functioned in the Transition between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs having 
started as a stone serving a purpose for Pictish-Mithraic beliefs (and Celtic) arguably 
centuries before. 
 
Glamis Manse (aka Glamis Manse 1) NO34NE 2 may have been in a part of the churchyard, 
it stands in the front garden of Glamis manse. This appears to be a re-used Class 1 Stone i.e. 
it has had the Christian Cross added making it into Class 2 - a similar background is apparent 
for Glamis, Hunters Hill. In common with Glamis, Hunter's Hill are the Pictish-Mithraic Triple 
Disc and Mirror objects with Christian belief linkages. The purpose for carving the remaining 
objects and their meaning and whether the cauldron represents a biblical story are unclear. 
 
Incise carved on the undressed side are a Serpent alone, a salmon and a Mirror Symbol. Two 
diverse interpretations can be made of the serpent - Pictish-Mithraic and Celtic. As a set of 
Constellations (principally Hydra) the serpent forms a connection between Cancer and 
Capricorn (the gateways of the soul). Because the Mirror portrays the Zodiac then the Serpent 
and Mirror complement one another suggesting they were carved in the same time period 
i.e. as part of the original Class 1 Stone. In Celtic mythology the salmon can represent wisdom 
and esoteric knowledge; maybe this can be associated with physical aspects of the salmon's 
travel and life cycle (from birth to death) giving a complementary linkage with both Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Turning to the relief carved Cross side - the Triple Disc is the only Pictish-Mithraic Symbol on 
this side but, in interpretation, relating to the Serpent on the other side. Positioning and 
carving style of the Triple Disc suggests it was done with the Cross and other objects rather  
than in the time of the objects on the other side. There is a range of objects either side  
of the Cross including a centaur with axe, axe wielding people, deer’s (maybe hound’s) head,  
cauldron with protruding legs and a beast with exaggerated claws. 
 
Overall Glamis Manse, like Glamis, Hunter’s Hill portrays complementary Celtic, Pictish- 
Mithraic and Christian beliefs so has functioned in the Transition between Pictish-Mithraic  
and Christian beliefs having started as a Stone serving a purpose for Pictish-Mithraic beliefs  
(and Celtic) arguably centuries before. 
 

Glenferness NH94SW 10 was moved closer to Glenferness House clear of flooding by a bend 
in the River Findhorn. Both sides are relief carved and generally very worn. 
 
The large Pictish-Beast and Z-Rod & Double Disc dominate one side - addition of a second 
Pictish Beast does not seem to be significant albeit the direction is the reverse of the large 
one. There is also a V-Rod & Crescent on this side plus a hooded crossbow man with hound 
are seen in the context of a hunting scene. Two figures on the Cross side are either 
embracing or fighting. Much of the Cross side is given up to sworl style carving so the Cross 
is small in the top of the broken slab. 
 
Proportionately a lot of space is given to the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols and non-religious 
designs but, overall, the Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs are shown as complementary. 
However, not the strongest of examples of a Transition Stone. 



Golspie (Class 2) NC80SW 13 was specifically named “(Class 2)” to avoid confusion with 
another Stone known just as Golspie which is Class 1. It was found in 1776 in the graveyard 
where it had been used as a recumbent gravestone and is now in Dunrobin Museum. 
 
Strong associations can be made between the belief that is represented by the Latin Cross 
and Pictish Mithraism - the V-Rod shows the path of the soul from heaven on birth and its 
return on death, the Pictish Beast as 
Capricornus marks the Zodiac point where 
the soul passes into heaven and the 
Double Disc (unusually without the Z-Rod) 
is a three dimensional construct of the 
earth, planets and celestial sphere.  
In Celtic mythology the salmon can 
represent wisdom and esoteric knowledge; 
maybe this can be associated with physical 
aspects of the Salmon's travel and life cycle 
(from birth to death) giving a linkage with 
both Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Un-decoded objects are the Decorated Rectangle, intertwined snakes, a flower and interlace 
not within the Cross; there is no hint as to the context of the axe wielding person; the 
Ogham is not yet decoded. This is a Transition Stone with complementary representations 
not only of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs but Celtic as well. 
 
 
Hilton of Cadboll NH87NE 7 was originally near the ruins of a chapel (Our Lady) within other 

earthworks, now in NMS (note 2 below) with a replica on site. In 1676 the original carving of 

the Christian cross was chipped off and replaced with an inscription so with historical 

evidence of this act the Stone continues, with its Pictish-Mithraic carvings, to be Class 2. 

What cannot be assumed is that carvings associated with the two beliefs were done at 

substantially the same time or different occasions. All of the Pictish-Mithraic symbols - 

Comb, V-Rod & Crescent, Z-Rod & Double Disc, Twin Discs, and Mirror - have decodes that 

suggest they are complementary to Christian beliefs. 

Kingoldrum NO35NW 3 is by Cromie Burn. It was found in the walls of the medieval church 
when it was demolished in 1840 and is now in NMS (note 2 below).  
 
Typically the crescent shape is seen with the V-Rod representing the paths for the soul from 
and to heaven - the Crescent alone on this Stone is not a "strong" Symbol. With the Mirror 
representing the Zodiac and the Comb the steps from/to heaven, collectively the Pictish-
Mithraic symbols are outside those usually seen on Class 2 Stones. On either side of the 
Cross are animals which have been described as serpentine-like with duck's heads and fish 
tails; the Stepped Rectangle has not yet been decoded.  
 
Altogether this Stone portrays more than an implied acceptance of two beliefs albeit 
executed in a not very well planned way compared with many other Stones. 



Relevance to St Medan is unclear (to the extent that there were male and female versions 
but in different time periods); there is a figure in a long robe sitting on a chair on this Stone - 
could this represent the Saint? Being found in the walls of a church suggests the 
iconography was not a threat in the context of the Stone in a place of Christian worship. 
With the lack of “key” Pictish-Mithraic Symbols it is either not a strong contender in having 
had a function to transition from one belief to another or the Cross had sufficient presence 
to overwhelm the preceding belief. 
 
 
Kinneddar 2 NJ16NE 44 was found in 1965 in a pile of stones from 
the 17th century church at Drainie but may have come from an earlier 
church site at Kinneddar, now in Elgin Museum which has a collection 
of stones and fragments from this area.  
 
With the Pictish-Mithraic Mirror representing the Zodiac and its 
"handle" the connection at Capricornus and the Comb the steps to 
heaven, arguably there is a complementary relationship with 
Christian belief and, therefore, it being a Transition Stone. 
 
Additionally, the carvings representing the two beliefs are integrated with the same carving 
style on the same side. Extract of sketch attributed to Ian G Scott. Note sometimes spelt 
Kineddar. 
 
 
Kirriemuir NO35SE 20 has produced several Stones, now in the Meffan Museum, Forfar.   
 
They were discovered in the foundations of the former kirk during its demolition in 1787. 
 
Kirriemuir 1 is significant in having much 
more Christian iconography than most Class 2  
Stones with the biblical story thought to be St 
Paul and St Anthony alongside a robed figure 
in the upper register on the back of the slab 
and an enthroned figure in the lower register 
together with the book-clutching ecclesiastics 
on the Cross side. Pictish-Mithraic beliefs 
represented by the Mirror and Comb are 
complementary to the Christian beliefs. 
Although the relevance of the loom carving is uncertain, there are no large scale distractions 
with hunting scenes or similar. 
 
Kirriemuir 2 has a wider range of objects contrasting with Kirriemuir 1 but only one Pictish-
Mithraic carving, the Z-Rod & Double Disc, whose decode links with the Christian Cross that 
has an angel kneeling on either side of the upper arm. 
 

Both are Transition Stones - Kirriemuir 1 has complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs represented whereas Kirriemuir 2 is considered to show implied acceptance. 



Largo NO40SW 2 was in two pieces that were cemented together in the 1800s and since 
about 1933 the Stone has been at Largo Parish Church. The pieces were found on the Largo 
Estate in 1839, one fragment discovered during quarrying on the north side of Norrie’s Law, 
the other reused as a drain cover. 
 
Although well-worn the key "belief" relief carvings are decipherable along with the 
hippocamp pair also described as entwined sea horses. The deer at the bottom of the back 
of the slab are perhaps part of the hunting scene albeit they are separated from it by a 
Pictish Beast. The Z-Rod & Double Disc is particularly worn and almost squeezed in beside 
the left of the hunting scene. Having complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian belief 
carvings it is a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Logierait NN95SE 4 is by the River Tay and near the River Tummel - two Stones have been 
discovered - “1” in the kirkyard around 1878 and “2” in 1989. The first now stands close 
beside the church, the second is within the church. 
 
Both Logierait Stone 1 and Stone 2 have a Serpent intertwined with a Straight Rod in the 
"Aesculapius" format; only Inverurie 1 has a similar symbol but with the rod overlaid rather 
than intertwined. In Pictish-Mithraic belief terms perhaps the wrap around alludes to the 
snake entwining the Leontocephalous whose lion head could equate to the snake/serpent 
head at the eighth gate - the entry to heaven. As a set of Constellations (principally Hydra) 
the serpent forms a connection between Cancer and Capricorn (the gateways of the soul). 
 
 
Logierait 1 is damaged and shows only one Pictish-Mithraic Symbol (the Serpent and 
Straight Rod) but there may have been others - assessing context is difficult. 
 
 
Logierait 2 has a clearer hunting scene than that on “1”. Being un-decoded the meaning of 
the hippocamp pair is currently unknown but the Double Disc adds to Pictish-Mithraic belief 
being represented.  Taking the Serpent interpretation plus that of the Double Disc (the 
structure of the universe from earth to planets to celestial sphere and beyond) there is a 
case for a complementary relationship with the Latin Cross. 
 
Whilst Logierait 1 has Pictish-Mithraic and Christian belief carvings suggesting “implied 
acceptance”, Logierait 2 (with the Double Disc) has a set of objects that are complementary. 
Both are examples of Transition Stones. 
 
 
Logie Wester, Conon Bridge was found in 2019 at the burial ground of an early Christian 
church site near the River Conon. It is now on display in a window of Dingwall Museum. 
With a Double Disc & Z-Rod and Cross it is a Transition Stone with carvings on opposite sides 
that represent Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs - these suggest more implied 
acceptance than being strongly complementary. The reverse side also has an animal headed 
warrior, oxen and what have been described as “mythical beasts”. 



Maiden Stone NJ24SW 1 was moved a 
few yards westwards when the current 
road was constructed (probably having 
been beside an old track way and 
mound) - basically in situ. Carved on all 
four surfaces with different styles of 
geometric decoration on the narrow 
sides.  
 
The Cross is surmounted by a standing 
man between two fish monsters (a 
hippocamp pair) with a roundel towards 
the base. Register format is used on the 
reverse with four Pictish-Mithraic 
Symbols, an individual centaur, what 
looks like two centaurs in combat and a 
beast with exaggerated claws. 
 
Possibly with biblical allegory - the 
standing man and "fish monsters" could 
be Jonah and the whale; the weathered carvings at the top of the non-Cross side of the slab 
look like centaurs and could relate to St Anthony encountering a centaur who challenged 
the Saint but was forced to admit that the old gods had been overthrown. 
 
In the register format the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols have the composite Z-Rod & Notched 
Rectangle incorporating the layout of the Mithraeum with the Z-Rod enabling an 
explanation of many details of Mithraism, the Pictish Beast complements the beliefs in the 
adjacent register with the Mirror and Comb in the lower register alluding to the journey of 
the soul.  
 
As with Aberlemno Roadside 2 and Cossans it would be speculative to assess whether the 
Pictish-Mithraic objects on the reverse of the Maiden Stone were placed, by design or 
importance, above the hunting scene or the hunting scene below the Pictish-Mithraic 
objects. 
 
Overall, not only do the Christian and Pictish-Mithraic iconography seem to be 
complementary they also facilitate explanation of changing beliefs - an excellent example of 
a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Meigle NO24SE 25 is near the River Isla. 26 Stones are housed in Meigle Museum whose 
website states that “stones contained in the museum were all found near Meigle, mostly in 
the neighbouring churchyard or used in the construction of the old church”. 
 
In summary, Meigle 1 & 5 are Class 2 - Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic and Christian with  
complementary beliefs; Meigle 3, 4, 6 & 7 are also Class 2 and demonstrate implied  
acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 



Meigle 1 has a complex mix of objects from different beliefs across the two faces of the 
Stone - for Christianity the Cross on the front, an angel on the reverse; a Pictish-Mithraic  
Comb, Mirror, Serpent & Z-Rod and Pictish Beast on the reverse. Aspects of the Salmon's  
travel and life cycle (from birth to death) gives a Celtic attribute on the reverse and a  
triquetra with Christian and Celtic relevance is on each side. The inclusion of riders on  
horses, as yet un-deciphered quadrupeds, beast with exaggerated claws plus cup marks  
extends the multi-use of the surfaces of this Stone. 
 
Collectively the Pictish-Mithraic objects give a strong complementary relationship with  
Christianity and the travel of the soul - the Comb as the steps to heaven, the Mirror in  
portraying the Zodiac, the serpent marking the gates from and to Heaven, the Pictish Beast  
at the Capricorn gate on the soul's return. Meigle 1 falls well within the definition of a  
Transition Stone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meigle 3 is a small, broken slab with part of a Double Disc which, with the Latin Cross, can 
only be evaluated as “implied acceptance” between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
Meigle 4 lacks its central portion so evaluation is “implied acceptance” of beliefs from what 
can be seen of the V-Rod & Crescent and Latin Cross. Overall not the strongest of examples 
of a Transition Stone. However, it does have a wide range of other carvings but their 
meaning is inconclusive - for example the people on horseback may be part of a hunting 
scene and zoomorphic animals (as a snake eating its tail) might represent immortality. 
 
Meigle 5 has the physical location of the Pictish-Mithraic objects incise carved on a narrow 
side of the slab while the front and reverse are relief. While this could perhaps suggest an 
after-thought or specifically secondary importance being given to the Pictish-Mithraic 
objects there are sufficient of them to suggest a complementary relationship between 
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Perhaps the Mirror Case (decoded as Mithras's birth 
from the rock) has a symbolic relationship with the Latin Cross and the birth of Christ and 
Pictish Beast as Capricornus indicating the gate to heaven on the soul's return after mortal 
death. These examples would enable the Stone to act as a place of worship for both beliefs 
with the meaning of carvings being used to explain Transition. 

Meigle 1 



Meigle 6 appears to have both the Double Disc and Crescent relief carved in the same style 
as the rest of the slab but neither has the usual directional arrows associated with these 
Symbols - they are lacking the "Z" and "V". Not a strong example for a Transition Stone but 
one nonetheless. 
 
Meigle 7 has only the top of the slab to be seen so evaluation of the objects is restricted but 
the nature of the Double Disc (earth, planets, zodiac and heaven beyond) links with the 
journey of the soul in steps via the planets as represented in what seems to be a Pictish-
Mithraic Comb Symbol. There is belief alignment with Christianity but this is not reinforced 
by the positioning of the sitting person and crouching, indeterminate beast being 
sufficiently clear to be a biblical story. 
 
 
Migvie NJ40NW 2 was dug up at the site of the old church and erected nearby. Although the 
interlace design Cross dominates, there is a mix of relief and incise carving with similar style 
horses and riders on both faces suggesting the carving of all objects was done as a single 
exercise. The stylised Z-Rod & Double Disc and V-Rod overlaying a horseshoe are at the 
junctions of the arms of the Cross. Such physical proximity reinforces the Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs being shown as complementary enabling an explanation of transition 
between these beliefs. The original church (all that remains is a slight mound) was dedicated 
to St Finnan who was one of the early Celtic missionaries. He died in 661. There is currently 
no evidence to conclude the first church was erected in St Finnan’s lifetime but the area has 
been subject to archaeological investigation in 2020. 
 
 
Monifieth NO43SE 25 Four Stones (Class 2 and 3) found in the foundations of the former 
church were incorporated into the new church then subsequently presented to NMS (note 2 
below). A Saint association for these Stones is with St Regulus (St Rule) who was the 4th 
century monk or bishop of Patras, Greece who is said to have fled to Scotland in 345 with 
the bones of St Andrew. If St Regulus had in his lifetime an influence in bringing Christianity 
to what now is Scotland that is, dating wise, in conflict with St Ninian (b 360 - d 342) and St 
Columba. According to a Wikipedia entry, the timing of this is unclear.  
 
A fair assumption would be that the association between St Regulus and Monifieth is one of 
dedication. 
 
Monifieth 1 is unusual in having the Cross on one side and the Pictish-Mithraic items on the 
other. This might indicate tolerance, or implied acceptance, between the believers of the 
two religions. However, with decoded carvings of the Double Discs showing the construction 
of the universe and the pathway to heaven represented by the Comb these Pictish-Mithraic 
elements complement what the Cross represents and could be used in explaining transition. 
 



Monifieth 2 as with Monifieth 1 has the 
Cross on one side and the Pictish-Mithraic 
items on the other. 
 
A linkage between Christian and Pictish-
Mithraic beliefs can be made between the 
meaning of the V-Rod & Crescent (soul 
travel) and the Cross. Maybe the robed 
figure was part of a larger scene. Again the 
complementary nature of the carvings 
could be used in explaining transition 
between beliefs. 
 
 
Monymusk NJ71NW 12 was found in a field to the south of the River Don around 1800. It is 
now in Monymusk church. It appears that only one side is carved, predominantly with an 
ornate low relief cross. The Triple Disc, in Pictish-Mithraic decode terms, represents the 
Zodiac and (180° apart) Cancer and Capricorn constellations - the gates from and to heaven; 
sufficient with the Cross to have been evaluated as implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs.  
 
Although it was in a field and only relatively recently taken into a belief structure there is no 
reason to consider it did not function as a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Nigg NH87SW 1 stood in Nigg churchyard and is now inside the church. St Paul and St 
Anthony meeting in the desert and scenes from the story of David reinforce the Christian 
message for this slab. Pictish-Mithraic belief is represented by the Pictish Beast marking the 
Capricorn gate to heaven for the soul’s return after mortal death). Additionally, the eagle 
carving reflects Celtic attributes plus the wider belief of it being man’s connection with the 
divine. This is a clear example of the Class 2 Stones having a "transitional" purpose between 
Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Pabbay, Barra NL68NW 2 was found in the graveyard of the church on 
Pabbay in the remains of dry stone walls supposedly of a chapel, now 
amongst broken stones. Seemingly it is estimated that the Cross was 
added around the 6th century. It is not relief carved as usually found on 
so-called Class 2 Stones - all the objects are simply incised.  
 
There is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
However, the Cross seems to deliberately have been given prominence 
with its addition at the top of the slab - potentially a variant on what 
elsewhere has been seen as more benign transition. 
 
 
 

Monifieth 2 



Raasay 1 NG53NW 3 was found, near to the Sound of Raasay, when the road from the pier 
to Raasay House was made (prior to 1824). It was moved to a Forestry Commission 
plantation east of the road to Oscaig near Raasay House. 
 
Carvings in a consistent style are all incised but this can still be regarded as a Class 2 Stone 
representing Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Set in a square this Chi-Rho Cross is the 
only one known on a Pictish Symbol Stone. This style of Cross was also known as the 
Consecration Cross thought to purify pagan temples during the transition of the Roman 
Empire to Christianity - an interesting choice of design in this Stone’s context. A Transition 
Stone with both beliefs represented on the only carved face of the slab. 
  
 
Rosemarkie NH75NW 7 was found in the floor of the old church and is now in Groam House 
Museum. It is intricately carved with Crosses on each side and on one side multiplicities of 
Pictish-Mithraic Symbols - the V-Rod & Crescent (3 times) and the Mirror (twice); there is 
also a Z-Rod & Double Disc. The Cross design on the Pictish-Mithraic Symbols side is of the 
style associated with St Moluag. Collectively the selection of carvings shows a 
complementary approach to representing Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs - a fine 
example of a Transition Stone. 
 
 
Rossie Priory NO23SE 4 was found in the old burial ground of Rossie before 1867 and is now 
in a private mortuary chapel in what was Rossie Church. It is close to Rossie Burn. 
 

 Almost a "multipurpose" slab with 
intricately infilled Crosses on each 
side, Pictish-Mithraic Symbols on 
one side, what appears to be a 
hunting scene and what have been 
described as phantasmagorical 
animals. There are clear carvings of 
a bird-headed man who seems to 
be confronting a bird, a figure 
holding a bird in each hand, human 
headed quadrupeds, perhaps an 
angel etc.  
 
All the carvings are in a consistent  

style showing complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs.  
 
Arguably the Pictish-Mithraic objects are overwhelmed by the other carvings - not least  
Crosses on each side of the Stone and maybe some of the content alluding to biblical  
stories. Whether this was intentional to emphasise the desire or need to move on from one  
belief to another might be over-interpretation. However, this does prompt a view that  
transition between beliefs could have been achieved in several ways ranging from smooth,  
whereby the carvings for the two beliefs are “complementary” or at minimum “implied  
acceptance”, to forceful suggesting denial of alternative beliefs or their being ignored. 



Scoonie NO30SE 15 was found in the old parish churchyard. It is now in NMS (note 2 below). 
Because the only discernible Pictish-Mithraic Symbol is the Pictish Beast and the Cross has 
almost entirely disappeared there is implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs only but a Transition Stone nonetheless. 
  
 
Shandwick NH87SE 4 a.k.a. Clach a’ Charridh is on the hillside above Shandwick village. 
 
Together with spiral-work, interlace and key patterns there are stags as part of a hunting 
scene, two beasts with exaggerated claws, interlaced animals by the Cross and a creature 
eating. Angels are alongside the Cross. Large compared with other animal carvings on this 
slab, the Pictish Beast is given prominence high up on the reverse side - just beneath a 
Double Disc. Integration of the style across all the objects suggest this slab was designed and 
executed as a single piece with a complementary approach to representing Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs - a fine example of an artistically notable Transition Stone. 
 
 
Skinnet Chapel, Halkirk ND164SW 2 was built into St Thomas 
Chapel (a ruin). It is in Thurso Heritage Museum (now Caithness 
Horizons). Un-decoded objects are the Hippocamp pair and 
Triple Oval. With the Cross representing Christianity and its 
beliefs and the V-Rod & Crescent the travel of the soul from and 
to heaven in Pictish Mithraism there is a pair of complementary 
beliefs - enough to explain the beliefs and transition from one 
to the other. 
 
Style-wise the incised horse on this Stone and Inverurie 4 are 
very similar and contrast with the usual relief horses on Class 2 
Stones. 
 
 
St Madoes NO12SE 15 was found in a kirkyard near Cairnie Pow which flows into the River 
Tay at Inchyra. It is now in Perth Museum. The Pictish-Mithraic beliefs are very well 
represented in the travel of the soul, the re-entry point to heaven as Capricorn (from the 
Pictish Beast) and the construction of the universe in the Double Disc. Although the Pictish-
Mithraic Symbols are only on one side what they collectively represent aligns the Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs and the Transition between them. 
 
 
St Vigeans is a prime example of a place of worship (Stones, church - both) being in a 
prominent raised area (a glacial mound location with “presence” that still looks impressive) 
by Brothock Water. St Vigean (Latin Vigeanus) was St Feichin of Irish origin who died in 664. 
Religious use of the area continued with a monastery founded in the 8th century.  
 
There does not appear to be any proximity of local Class 1 Stones which might have 
influenced the inclusion of the Pictish-Mithraic carvings. With the carvings on each Stone 
being “in the same hand” it would be useful to identify the potential source of the designs. 



St Vigeans 1, 2, 4 and 6 are the Class 2 slabs and fragments from the old church site that 
have “belief” carvings variously with people, scenes and un-decoded objects. St Vigeans 
Museum houses a collection of Stones from the site of the adjacent church. The SR (note 1 
below) for the Stones is NO64SW 3. 
 

St Vigeans 1 Over its two main surfaces it 
has objects from Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic 
and Christian beliefs plus “non-belief” 
carvings including a hunting scene, a 
hooded figure and interlaced animals 
alongside the Cross; the boar and stag 
could be an overspill from the hunting 
scene. It is known as the Drosten Stone. 
Pictish-Mithraic carvings on this slab - the 
Z-Rod & Double Disc, Mirror, Comb and 
Crescent Alone - complement one 
another and Christian beliefs - e.g. travel 
of the soul and the hereafter. 
  

A clear contender as a Transition Stone between Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs also 
with recognition of Celtic beliefs (rather than personal attributes) as represented by the 
eagle and salmon (wisdom and esoteric knowledge). 
 
St Vigeans 2 As with St Vigeans 1, the Z-Rod & Serpent, Mirror and Comb Pictish-Mithraic 
carvings on this slab particularly complement one another (from which many Pictish-
Mithraic beliefs can be explained) and also Christian beliefs - e.g. travel of the soul and the 
hereafter. The back is totally worn - there are no carvings. 
 
St Vigeans 4 Only small parts of this slab exist making analysis of its content difficult. 
However, sufficient material shows upper parts of a Cross and triquetra - a shape with Celtic 
heritage and the Christian "trinity" meaning. A very simple Double Disc symbol does not 
lead to any strong Pictish-Mithraic relevance. When there are other slabs whose carvings 
have readily identifiable Celtic attributes, Pictish-Mithraic carvings and Christian meaning 
the evaluation for this slab is not strong - but it does have justifiable elements for Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 St Vigeans 6 A very small fragment of a Stone with, on one side, the Double Disc elements 
quite clear and what looks like a short line that could be the central part of the Z. Sufficient 
carving is on the other side to suggest this was a Cross slab. There is also Ogham writing. 
 

Strathmartine Kirkyard NO33NE 7 has produced fragments of Stones from around the 
parish church. In summary, “3” is in the McManus Museum, Dundee and “4” in NMS (note 2 

below); the current location for “5” and “6” is unknown. Each of 3, 4, 5 and 6 has a portion of 
a Pictish Beast and a Latin Cross.  
 
A lack of original objects means only an implied acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian 
beliefs can be estimated. 



Tarbat NH98SW 15 this fragment, found in the churchyard, was part of a Stone until broken 
up around 1800 for gravestones, now in NMS (note 2 below). Not stated as either Cross 
shape or with a relief cross carving in The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland text. However, 
the style of the zoomorphic and interlace carvings is similar to several Class 2 stones (not 
least in the vicinity of this slab). This piece formed part of a stone which stood in the 
kirkyard.  A Z-Rod & Double Disc and a V-Rod & Crescent can be seen in a drawing of the 
narrow side.  
 
Assuming a correct deduction about the presence of a Cross, the Stone showed an implied 
acceptance of Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. 
 
 
Tealing NO43NW 9 is a Stone fragment that was built into the south wall of Tealing church; 
by 1911 it was removed inside the church and in 1969 transferred to the McManus 
Museum, Dundee. On the reverse of the fragment are the head and fore leg of a Pictish 
Beast - this symbol as the marker of the Capricorn gate into heaven gives a complement of 
soul travel / life hereafter with Christianity. Although the church was dedicated to St Peter, 
it was seemingly founded by St Boniface (672 to 754) in 710 - he founded 150 churches in 
North East Scotland.  
 
Not just a Transition Stone but this location could mark the move from outdoors to indoors 
worship also giving some indication of timing. 
 
 
Ulbster ND34SW 28.01 was dug up in the burial ground of St Martin’s chapel in 1770, set 
upright and later reused as a grave slab then set upright on an artificial mound in the 
grounds of Thurso castle. Since the first half of the 20th century it has been in Thurso 
Heritage Museum (now Caithness Horizons). 
 
There is a wide range of carvings on this Stone which has been evaluated as a shared space 
for complementary Celtic, Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs. Deep incise carving is 
notable - typically for a Class 2 Stone the majority of the carving is relief not incise. There 
are Celtic attributes for the horse, salmon and serpent objects - in particular the salmon and 
serpent could tie in with beliefs (as well as attributes). Of the four Pictish-Mithraic symbols 
the clearly relevant ones are the V-Rod and Crescent and the Pictish Beast both having 
meanings that complement what is represented in Christianity by the Crosses.  
 
This Stone accommodates various un-decoded carvings and a kneeling/crouching person - 
these seem to have no context related to the belief objects. A clear example of a Transition 
Stone also with an associated Saint. 
 
A mausoleum occupies the site of St Martin’s chapel but seemingly stones from the older 
chapel were not incorporated in its construction - dating of the chapel is currently not 
possible. A reason why this church has an association with St Martin is not clear but he had 
and still has a high profile - 11 Nov is Martinmas. He was a Roman soldier who became 
Bishop of Tours in 371 and was widely venerated across Europe. However, the Saint’s name 
has a clear association with the church than the Symbol Stone. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wester Denoon NO34SE 16 was discovered in 1992 during ploughing in the vicinity of 
Denoon Burn, now in Meffan Museum, Forfar. This small, broken slab has a figure wearing a 
large annular brooch with a distinct Comb and Mirror to one side of the figure and what 
could have been a zoomorphic carving to the other. The Cross face has key pattern designs 
and interlace within the Cross - otherwise the Cross is alone. Complementary Pictish-
Mithraic and Christian beliefs are represented on this Transition Stone. 
 

Woodwrae NO55NW 6 was found in the kitchen floor when the foundations of Woodwrae 
(aka Woodray) castle were cleared following its demolition in 1819, taken to Abbottsford 
(home of Sir Walter Scott) then given to NMS (note 2 below) around 1924. The central 
portion of the Cross has been erased and damage to the surface limits evaluation of what 
looks like a hunting scene on the reverse side with the bull prospectively mixed in with other 
animals. Three concentric circles are apparent in the Double Disc with the Pictish-Mithraic 
allusion to the structure of the universe and heaven beyond - this links with that part of 
Christian belief concerning the soul and life hereafter.  
 
Objects with complementary Pictish-Mithraic and Christian beliefs strengthen this being a 
Transition Stone. 
 

---------         Notes & Sources         --------- 
 
Note 1 - Site References are those used in “The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland” published by the 

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) in 2008.  

Note 2 - NMS is National Museum of Scotland, Chambers Street, Edinburgh. 

Sources for information have included “Early Christian Monuments of Scotland” by Allen and 

Anderson first published in 1903, “The Pictish Symbol Stones of Scotland” published by the Royal 

Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) in 2008, CANMORE 

and Wikipedia.  

Pictish-Mithraism™, as a belief, has been proposed by the author as a development from Roman 

Mithraism through an interpretation of the key Pictish Symbols. 

Ulbster 



Annexe - Dunfallandy in detail. 

Symbol rich with people, animals, fantastic beasts etc. this Class 2 so-called “Priest’s Stone” 
[Clach an T’Sagart in Gaelic] is near a river and the site of an old chapel. Notably a scene 
alludes to a biblical story. 
 
Reputedly located near Dunfallandy chapel (no ruins remain) and 
near to a private grave yard it is possible that this Stone is more-or-
less in its original position. It is very close to the River Tummel (just 
to the east) with some similar design styles to the Symbol Stone no 
more than 5 miles away at Logierait (the Double Disc and 
Hippocamp type beasts in particular).  
 
Another example of a transition Stone (from Mithraic to Christian) 
but with the Class 1 elements low key, certainly in size, with two 
Pictish Beasts (Capricorn shapes) plus two examples of the V-Rod & 
Crescent and one of the Z-Rod & Double Disc. Abernethy has the 
only other example of the hammer and anvil objects and Rosskeen 
the only other tongs – their significance in terms of a religious belief 
are elusive, maybe they just represent the carver’s other skills (not 
restricted to Stone carving). Hammer and tongs also allude to 
Vulcan with linkages to fire – one of the four classical elements. 
 
Like Cossans, there are two creatures with heads opposing at the top of the reverse of the 
Stone connecting to fish style tails at the bottom– they appear to be pulling on either side of 
an animal with long ears (the eyes and nose like a dog are apparent).  
 

The Cross side has five Beasts with Exaggerated Claws, two interlaced animals 
(facing one another horizontally head to head) and another beast ( a fish 
monster which looks like a form of Hippocamp) initially seems to have human 
legs protruding from its mouth. However, on closer inspection the beast 
appears to be biting or throwing up the person – maybe alluding to the biblical 
Jonah coming out of the mouth of the whale (or fish).  
Only one other similar object exists, at Woodwrae where human legs are 
clearly protruding from the beast’s mouth. Also, as at Woodwrae, one of the 

beasts has something in its mouth but here it looks less like prey and more like a stick. Other 
animals on this Stone are a stag and a horse (with rider) which are unconnected – one on 
the Cross side the other the reverse. 
 
Apart from the Cross with Bosses on its arms, the other clearly Christian objects are the 
angels alongside the lower arm of the Cross and on the reverse two people facing one 
another with a Cross between them – they are said to represent Saints Paul and Anthony 
who were contemporary and each has been stated as the founder of the monastic way of 
life. If indeed one of these seated figures is Saint Anthony maybe there is a tie in with some 
of the objects on the Cross side of the Stone which might portray the temptations of the 
Saint together with the story of Anthony seeing angels ascending with the soul of Paul when 
he died. It has been suggested there is a figure of Jonah on the Cross side – this would fit in 
with the above mentioned fish monster throwing up a person. 


